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1st Lesson: Matthew 
Presenting Jesus Christ as King of the Jews and Savior of the world, giving 
the event of His infancy – the kingdom parables – miracles – and discourses 
and, finally, the events of His crucifixion and resurrection. 

 
2nd Lesson: Mark 

Presenting Jesus Christ as Servant of God and man. There is no genealogy, 
for who gives a genealogy of a servant? It is a Gospel of deeds and works 
rather than words. Details of Christ’s fatigue, sympathies, love, composure, 
solitude, wonder, grief, sighing, anger and other facts – emphasizing Him as 
“Servant.” 

 
3rd Lesson: Luke 

Presenting Jesus Christ as ideal Man, hence, dependent upon the Father – a 
friend of outcasts; compassionate and neighborly. 
 

4th Lesson: John 
Showing Jesus Christ to be Deity, God’s Begotten Son and coming Messiah. 
 

5th Lesson: Acts 
Recording the acts of the Holy Spirit and of the apostles in confirming the 
Word of God, the spread of Christianity, and the ministry of Paul, the apostle 
to the Gentiles – giving a record of the expansion of mark 16:20. Telling of 
the descent of the holy Spirit upon the new church and His enduring men 
with power to carry on the work Jesus Christ “began both to do and teach”  

 
6th Lesson: Romans 

This book contains the doctrinally A.B. C’s of Christian education – the very 
foundation of church teaching. The great theme is the revelation of God’s 
wrath against sin, and righteousness through faith as the grounds of 
justification, through Jesus Christ.  
 

7th Lesson: 1 Corinthians 
The occasion for writing is the product of a letter of inquiry about certain 
doctrines, and the visit of some brethren from Corinth, reporting on the 
condition and different problems of the church. Paul deals with these matters 
by relating principles of the Christian life and conduct. 
 

8th Lesson: 2 Corinthians 
Written to comfort those who had repented through Paul’s rebuke and 
corrections in the first epistle; to instruct concerning the true Christian 
ministry; teach the grace of giving and give instructions concerning 
collections for the poor saints in Judea; to vindicate his apostleship; and to 
warn the disobedient. 

 
9th Lesson: Galatians 

To correct the fickle Galatians from further backsliding and following the 
legalizing, Judaizing teachers from Judea; and to set them straight regarding 
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the relation of Christians of the new covenant with the Jews of the old 
covenant. 
 

10th Lesson: Ephesians 
While the book of Romans sets forth the true relation of the believer to 
Christ in death, burial, and resurrection, Ephesians, pictures the believer as 
sitting together with Christ in heavenly places. 
 

11th Lesson: Philippians 
Presents the joy of Christian grace and experience in all of life and death. 
Paul demonstrated the greatest joy in the greatest suffering and humiliation, 
starting this church at Philippi. 
 

12th Lesson: Colossians 
Paul contends that we died with Christ and have freedom from the law, that 
ordinances, rituals, dead forms of religion, observance of Sabbaths and holy 
days, or mystical rites are of no use to dead persons. Practical holiness is 
shown to spring from truth and faith in God. What is offered is real life in 
Christ in life and conduct. One cannot grow into Christ, but he may grow in 
knowledge, experience, and fullness of grace benefits by virtue of being in 
Christ and walking in the light. 
 

13th Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 
Paul writes to confirm young believers in fundamental truths already taught 
them; to exhort them to continue in holiness; and give comfort concerning 
those who had already d9ed in the faith. 

 
14th Lesson: 2 Thessalonians 

Paul writes to instruct the Thessalonians concerning the day of the Lord and 
events immediately preceding it. False teachers, forging Paul’s name to a 
letter, had taught the new converts that he had changed his doctrine and that 
the day of the Lord was at hand. Paul shows that apostasy and Antichrist will 
precede the day of the Lord and the rapture of the Church precedes 
Antichrist. 

 
15th Lesson: 1 Timothy 

This is the first of three pastoral epistles, written to give instructions 
concerning church order, doctrine, and discipline. 
 

16th Lesson: 2 Timothy 
The last of Paul’s pastoral epistles, giving instructions con concerning 
church order, doctrine, and discipline – deals with the Christian’s walk in 
times of apostasy. 
 

17th Lesson: Titus 
The second of the pastoral epistles, giving instructions concerning church 
order, doctrine, and discipline for Christians.  
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18th Lesson: Philemon 
Onesimus, a run-away slave of Philemon, a Christian of Colosse, had 
robbed his master and fled to Rome. There he became a convert of Paul, 
who sent him back to Philemon with this letter. The writing pleads the case 
of Onesimus for forgiveness and restoration to the favor of Philemon. 
 

19th Lesson: Hebrews 
Presents Jesus Christ as God, ans as better then all men and angels; to prove 
that Judaism and the law have come to an end; to confirm Jewish Christians 
in the faith; and to set forth new covenant doctrines for all men.   
 

20th Lesson: James 
Presenting pure religion for Christians – primarily the Christian Jews of this 
new dispensation that began the Church age. 
 

21st Lesson: 1 Peter 
This letter was written to exhort believers to stand true in all kinds of 
sufferings; and to set forth the true grace of God. 
 

22nd Lesson: 2 Peter 
Written to the same readers as 1 Peter, for the same purpose – to exhort 
believers to stand true in Christian suffering and to set forth the true grace 
of God. Here Peter foretells conditions of the latter days and shows how the 
earth will be renovated by fire.  
 

23rd Lesson: 1 John 
The theme is practical teaching on the love of God and Christian living and 
conduct. 
 

24th Lesson: 2 John 
The theme is the walk of believers, warnings concerning deceivers and how 
they deceive are given.   
 

25th Lesson: 3 John 
The theme is personal responsibility concerning true and false ministers. 
 

26th Lesson: Jude 
Jude contends for the faith. 
 

27th Lesson: Revelation 
Revelation presents and “unveiling” from Jesus Christ, which God gives to 
show things which must shortly come to pass – things to take place from 
John’s day to and including the eternal events of the new heaven and new 
earth.    
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The Gospel of Matthew 
 

As we enter the New Testament, remember that the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John present four unique presentations of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

• MATTHEW - the Messiah-King 
• MARK - Jehovah's Servant 
• LUKE - the Son of Man 
• JOHN - the Son of God 
 

The first three Gospels are often called the "Synoptic Gospels," meaning "the same, or 
collective, view," while the fourth Gospel, John, is separated both in time and character. 
 

The first three Gospels, the Synoptists, present the outer, human and public aspects of 
Jesus' life. John reveals the inner, Divine and private aspects of His life  
 

Matthew, then deals with Jesus, presenting Him as King, the Son of David, the Son of 
Abraham, Solomon and Joseph (the legal descent of Jesus) - Matthew 1:1-16. (Remember, Luke 
3:23-38 records Jesus' descent through Mary) 
 

Matthew, of course, is the author of this Gospel. Matthew was a "publican" (10:3), a Jew 
who had become a tax collector for the hated Romans and is thus classified with "publicans and 
sinners," which indicated the low moral level of Matthew before his coming to Christ. He was 
also known as "Levi" in Luke 5:27 and Mark 2:14. He became a disciple of Jesus (9:9) then an 
apostle ("one sent forth") in Chapter 10:2-3. 
 

The central message of the Gospel of Matthew is "that is might be fulfilled." Matthew 
speaks to the Old Testament in presenting the promised Messiah, as King, the statement twelve 
times, "That it might be fulfilled . . . " 
 
 BASIC OUTLINE OF THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
 
 Chapter 1:1 through 4:11 = The Introduction 
 Jesus' Genealogy - The Birth of Christ, His Baptism and Temptation 
 

Matthew writes of Jesus' genealogy because he is writing primarily for the Jews, who, 
according to their Scripture, the Old Testament, believed their Messiah must come through a 
certain family. Matthew had only to begin with Abraham, the father of the Hebrew nation - then 
show the descent through David and the covenant promise of the Messiah. 
 

The Birth of Christ and events surrounding His coming.. The Old Testament prophecies 
and their fulfillment are listed. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY NEW TESTAMENT FULFILLMENT 
                    Isaiah 7:14              Matthew 1:22-23 
                    Isaiah 11:1              Matthew 2:23 
                    Jeremiah 31:15              Matthew 2:17-18 
                    Hosea 11:1                       Matthew 2:15 

               Micah 5:2                         Matthew 2:5-6 
 

There are many more Old Testament prophecies which Matthew refers to other than these 
examples mentioned on the last page. I have counted at least fourteen (14) Old Testament 
prophecies listed in the gospel of Matthew which were fulfilled in Christ Jesus.  
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Immediately after Christ's baptism (Matthew 3), He is tempted by Satan (Matthew 4). It 
is vital to realize that our Lord was tempted as a MAN. He was tempted in every way - He was 
tempted in BODY, ("command these stones to be made bread"); in SOUL, ("cast Thyself 
down"); and in SPIRIT, ("fall down and worship me"). Thus we see Satan's technique, he tempts 
physically, mentally, and spiritually.  

 
 Chapter 4:12 through 18:35  
 Christ's Ministry in Galilee 
 

In Chapter 4:12 we read, "Now when Jesus heard that John was cast in prison, He 
departed to Galilee." 

 
 Christ's teachings (Chapter 5 through 7) 
 

Here we have what is commonly called the "Sermon on the Mount." This famous 
teaching concerns: 

• Virtues, morals, motives - Chapter 5 through 6:18 
• Material, temporal, social - 6:19 to 7:6 
• Encouragement, summary, exhortation - 7:7 to 7:27 

 
The Sermon on the Mount is the law of the Kingdom of our Lord. Fourteen times Jesus 

says, "I say unto you," as He deals with the law of Moses. 
 
 Christ's works (Chapter 8 through 10) 
 

In these chapters are recorded ten miracles and Matthew 9:35 states, "He went about 
healing every sickness and disease." 

 
 The reaction of the people (Chapter 11 through 16) 
 

Jesus mentions, "the Kingdom" 55 times in Matthew's Gospel. God had told the Jewish 
people at Sinai, "Ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests and an holy nation" (Exodus 19:8). 
The prophets had referred to this kingdom over and over again.  

 
After the teachings of Jesus in reference to the Kingdom the results of His Galilean 

ministry are evident: 
1. Questionings - John the Baptist - 11:2-11 
2. Unrepenting cities - 11:20-30 
3. Unreasonable Pharisees - 12:10, 14, 24 
4. Unbelieving multitudes - 13:13-15 
5. Traditional Scribes - 15:1-2 
6. "Proof" desired by Pharisees and Sadducees - 16:1 

 
The 13th Chapter gives the "Parables of the Kingdom of Heaven" (13:11). 

 [See notes on these seven parables] 
 

After Christ's Kingdom was rejected, Chapter 16:17-18 tells of Jesus and His disciples 
going to Caesarea Philippi, where Jesus discloses the great truth of "the Church." (The word 
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Church means "called out ones.) Jesus began to build a new edifice, a new body of both Jew and 
Gentile (Read: Ephesians 2:14-18 and Acts 10:34-38). 
 
 Jesus explains His Spiritual Kingdom on Earth (Chapter 17 through 18 
 

Here we find Jesus begins to give details of His spiritual Kingdom on earth. Three of 
Jesus' disciples see Him transformed in the glory of His Kingdom before their eyes, as He had 
promised in Chapter 16:28. Jesus is sharing His earthly Kingdom of "Binding and Loosing" 
(Matthew 18:18), which included the requirements of: 
 

1. Jesus Christ being "glorified" - (ruling and reigning) - 17:1-2 
2. A servant's heart - 17:9, 14-15 
3. A believing heart - 17:17-21 
4. Living under authority - 17:24-27 
5. Having complete dependence upon God - 18:1-7 
6. Giving God top priority - 18:8-9 
7. Not treating others with contempt - 18:10 
8. A priority of "saving the lost" - 18:11-14 
9. Reconciliation with others - 18:15-17 

The glorious promise of binding and loosing - 18:18! 
10. Joining with others in prayer - 18:19 
11. Forgiving all others, as God forgives you - 18:21-35 

 
 Christ's ministry in Judea - Chapters 19 through 25 
 

Chapter 19 begins with "And it came to pass when Jesus had finished these sayings, He 
departed from Galilee and came to the coasts of Judea." From this point His ministry is in 
Jerusalem and Judea. 
 

Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem through Jericho to suffer and die for the world. Though 
Jesus had offered Himself as "King of the Jews," He now makes one last effort to let everyone 
know that He presented Himself as Messiah-King to Israel. He, of course, knew they would 
reject Him, as they had done in the past. The outcome is given in 20:17-19 & 28. Jesus had made 
His proclamation of His Messiahship, however, now it was necessary that He at this point 
provide a public manifesto. His "triumphal entry," we see that He did offer Himself as Israel's 
Messiah-King, fulfilling Zechariah 9:9.   
 

The Olivet Discourse of things to come is found in Chapters 24 and 25. It was uttered 
outside the city. This is sure prophecy spoken by the true Prophet. We are presently living in a 
period when we can see the prophecies of the Olivet Discourse unfolding before our eyes each 
day! 

 The Events of Christ's Crucifixion - Chapters 26 through 27 
 

First, we see Jesus with His twelve disciples (26:1-56). He knows what is to happen 
(26:12). At the Passover, where He institutes the "Lord's Supper," He reveals His betrayal 
and states, "His blood is the blood of the new covenant" (26:28).  
 



Through the New Testament – Book by Book 
 

7

Then Jesus is taken before the governing body of the Sanhedrin (26:57-75) and 
condemned for claiming to be Israel's Messiah. Charged with blasphemy, He is sentenced to die 
(26:66).  
 

Jesus is before a Roman governor (27:1-26). 
 

The Crucifixion (27:27-66). Matthew describes more vividly than Mark, Luke or John the 
miraculous happenings surrounding Christ's death: the darkness at mid-day, the earthquake, the 
cleaving rocks, the graves disturbed, and the rending of the veil of the Temple from top to 
bottom. 
 
 The Glorious Resurrection! - Chapter 28 
 

• The angel announced the resurrection (28:1-7) 
• The Lord Jesus is seen - (28:8-10) 
• The Jewish authorities lie about the body of Christ (28:11-15) 
• Christ's commission to the eleven and to us (28:16-20) 
 

 
The Gospel of Mark 

 
Remember that the four Gospels deal with the same basic material and the first three are 

called the "Synoptists," meaning "syn" - together and "opsis" - a view - thus Matthew, Mark and 
Luke are the Synoptists (giving a like view") while John relates to the Divine aspects of Jesus' 
life. 
 

Mark, known throughout Scripture as "John Mark," wrote primarily for the Romans.  
John was his Jewish name while Mark was his Roman name. He was a Jew, the son of a Mary 
(Acts 12:12). He was a companion of Paul on some of his journeys. He was a learner and a close 
companion of Peter. It is believed that Peter won Mark to the Lord and that Peter's style and 
influence is seen throughout this Gospel of Mark (1 Peter 5:13). 
 

Mark presents Christ as the Servant. Mark presents what Jesus DID - Jesus at work! The 
works of Jesus proved who He was. There is no opening genealogy, as in Matthew, nor is there 
an account of the birth of Christ. Mark reaches in Chapter 1 what Matthew takes eight chapters 
to cover. Mark omits much of what Jesus said. 
 

Mark gives work after work of the Lord - recording twenty miracles in detail. The key 
word "eutheos," is translated as "straightway," "immediately," and "forthwith." This word is used 
42 times in the Gospel of Mark - (7 times in Matthew and only 1 time in Luke). 
 

Mark's central message: "The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister" 
(Mark 10:45). (Also read Philippians 2:7-8) 
 
 The Introduction - Sanctification - 1:1-13 
 

Mark wastes no time in introducing the reader to Jesus. He states simply in 1:1, "The 
beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ" (Note: Mark is not presenting the beginning of Jesus, 
but the beginning of the GOSPEL of Jesus Christ.) 
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 Four Voices Announce the Lord Jesus: 
 

"Jesus Christ, the Son of God" (Mark 1:1); "Prepare ye the way of the Lord," quoting 
Isaiah (Mark 1:3) "There cometh one mightier," states John the Baptist (Mark 1:7); and God the 
Father states, "Thou art My beloved Son" (Mark 1:11) 
 

The One Who is beginning the Gospel is thus introduced and immediately He is tested 
(verse 12), "the Spirit driveth Him" - indicating Divine permission and in verse 13 He is 
"tempted of Satan" - indicating real temptation. 
 
 The works of Jesus - Mark 1:14 through 8:30 
 

The ministry of Jesus in Galilee begins by His "preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom" 
(vs. 14-15). Jesus selected four to become the first of the twelve (vs. 20). Jesus teaches (vs. 21) 
and the people were astonished at His doctrine (vs. 22), demons are cast out (vs.23-26), a fever 
healed (vs. 41) - the people amazed at His authority (vs. 27), His fame spreads through Galilee 
(vs.45). All this in Chapter 1 - fast, rapid, as you would expect of Mark. 
 

Chapter two brings quick reaction: from the Scribes (vs. 7) and from the Pharisees (vs. 
16-24). These first two chapters are examples of the mighty works of the Jesus - while in Chapter 
3 He ordains the twelve, and faced with more opposition - begins teaching in parables (Chapter 
4). 
 

The remainder of this part of the structure of the Gospel of Mark (up until Mark 8:30) is 
an accounting of Jesus' work with the disciples, more miracles and more opposition. Such 
miracles revealed the identity of Christ - the like of which had never been witnessed before in all 
the earth. This was truly the Son of God - the people flocked to see and hear - the healed, the 
thankful, the blessed - all applauded Jesus. 
 

The light dims and the scene changes very suddenly. Just after Peter tells Jesus, "Thou art 
the Christ" - Jesus began to teach why He came. The change is sudden and it is here that Jesus 
has the cross uppermost in His mind. 
 

"And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 
things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and 
Scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again." Mark 8:31                                

 
The scene changes from Service and Jesus' works to His tragic Sacrifice! 

 
 Sacrifice - Chapter 8:31 through 15 
 

From this point on, Jesus repeatedly mentions the cross. (Mark 9:12-13; 10:32-34; 10:45; 
14:8 and 14:24-25) 
 

Jesus teaches that, instead of a throne, there would be a cross. From Chapter 11 on to the 
Cross in Chapter 15, Mark vividly portrays the events differently than do Matthew and Luke. For 
example: The Olivert Discourse in the Gospel of Matthew is 97 verses in length, while in this 
Gospel of Mark there are only 37 verses. 
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There is an absence of accusation in Mark such as occur in the other Gospels. For 
instance, there is no denunciation of Galilee's impenitent cities (as in Matthew 11) no 
condemnation of Scribes and Pharisees (Matthew 23 and Luke 11), and other noticeable 
absences. Why? Because such judgments belong to a King, as in Matthew and are not befiting 
the Servant aspect of Jesus, therefore they are omitted by Mark's Gospel. 
 
 Resurrection and Ascension - Chapter 16 
 

The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the cardinal doctrines of the Christian 
faith. All four Gospels record the fact! Every sermon in the Book of Acts is a message on the 
resurrection. Yet, when we come to Mark 16 - more argument is made over the last twelve verses 
- as to whether or not they were a part of the original canon of Scripture - and little attention 
given to the fact of the resurrection. 

 
Note that Mark's report of Christ's resurrection is given in this section of Mark (the last 

12 verses of chapter 16) Mark reports of the women, the angel, the stone, the report of the 
women to the disciples in verse 7, as the angels said - the women are amazed and speechless in 
verse 8. This certainly does not seem to be a place for Mark to end his Gospel. 
 

Christ's great commission is given in verse 15-18. A glorious end to Mark's Gospel is 
found in Mark 16:19-20: 
 

"After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was taken up into 
heaven and He sat at the right hand of God. Then the disciples 
went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with 
them and confirmed His word by the signs that accompanied it." 

 
 FURTHER PROOF THAT VERSES 9-20 ARE A PART OF MARK'S GOSPEL 
 

1. The Greek Manuscripts There are over 4,2000 Greek Manuscripts of the New  
Testament. At least 618 of them contain the Gospels and only two do not have these 
verses contained in them. 
 

2. The Syriac versions The Syriac version is the first language into which the New  
Testament was translated. The 'peshito" Manuscript (150 A.D.) and "Curetonian" (3rd 
century) contain these verses in Mark's Gospel. 
 

3. Latin version 8,000 Latin version are in existence, copied from Jerome's Vulgate in 
382 A.D. (Jerome's had access to the Greek Testaments of his day) It contains these 
verses in Mark's Gospel. His version was a revision of the Vetus Itala (2nd century) 
with also contained these verses. 
 

4. The Gothic version (350 A.D.) contained these verses in Mark's Gospel 
 
5. The Egyptian versions The Memphitic (Coptic) 4th century, and the Thebaic  

(Sahidic) 3rd century, contained these verses in Mark's Gospel 
 

6. The Armenian (5th century), the Ethiopic (4th century) and the Georgian (6th  
century) all contain these verses in Mark's Gospel. 
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7. The Early Church Fathers Their testimony as to whether a verse or verses existed 

or not in their day, gives as valuable a proof as the Manuscripts that these verses were 
contained in Mark's Gospel. There are about 100 writers older than the oldest Greek 
Manuscripts and about 200 more of them between 300 and 600 A.D. and they all refer 
to these verses as being written by Mark as part of his Gospel. See "Ante-Nicene 
Fathers" which refers to these verses 16 times confirming Mark as their author. 
 

8. It is admitted by all that the overwhelming mass of witnesses - Manuscripts,  
versions, and Fathers are in agreement that these verses are contained in Mark's Gospel 
- and that the two oldest Greek Manuscripts - the Sinaitic and the Vatican are the only 
two that do not contain these verses in Mark's Gospel. It is also admitted that in one of 
these - the Vatican, a blank space is left for these verses, indicating that a chapter is 
incomplete. It was not until the 4th century that they were questioned.  

 
9. The doctrines taught in these verses are not unique, nor do they teach anything  

different that what can be proved by many other Scriptures. 
 

I get a little hot under the collar when I read in some translations, "The most reliable 
early manuscripts do not have Mark 16:9-20," throwing doubt on the authenticity of this section 
of Mark's Gospel, causing the reader to question whether this Scripture is really God's Word. 

 
If we leave these verses out just because they are not in a couple of the early Manuscripts, 

then to be consistent we must leave out great portions of the Bible. For example, the Codex 
Vaticanus that leaves out Mark 16:9-20 also leaves out Genesis, chapters 1 through 46; Psalms, 
chapters 105 through 137; Hebrews 9:14 through 13:25; and all of 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, 
Philemon, and all of Revelation. Why not leave out all of these portions also if we are going to 
leave out Mark 16:9-12? There is not one early Manuscript but what it does not leave out some 
portion of Scripture, so if we are going to leave out all these parts we will have a smaller Bible 
then some of our modern short ones! Suppose we found a Bible today having parts missing and 
we would conclude that the missing parts were not in the original copy. Would this be sensible? 
Neither is it sensible to take this attitude toward the parts that we not in some early Manuscript. 

 
The way Mark ends his Gospel and the fact that a few Manuscripts do not contain these 

verses are not grounds for leaving them out of the Bible. Since these verses are in perfect 
harmony with the other Gospels and a necessary part of Mark, why question them further? 

 
 

The Gospel of Luke 
 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus is presented as King. In the Gospel of Mark, He 
is presented as Servant. Now, in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus is presented as the Son of Man.  
 

Matthew writes to the Hebrew mind; Mark to the Roman mind, Luke writes to the Greek 
mind. 
 

Luke was a physician and wrote the Gospel of Luke, also the Book of Acts. We know 
less about Luke than of any other New Testament writers. He never refers to himself in the 
Gospel - and in the Book of Acts he refers only to himself where the words "we" and "us" are 
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used when he is a part of Paul's group of traveling companions. For example - the change from 
"they" to "we" in Acts 16:10 - and from that point Luke was with Paul right through Paul's 
martyrdom (Colossians 4:14 and 2 Timothy 4:11). We know he was a physician from Paul's 
words in Colossians 4:14, "Luke, the beloved physician . . . " 
 

The central message of the Gospel of Luke is, "For the Son of Man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost" (Luke 9:10). The key phrase of the Gospel is "Son of Man" because 
Luke is dealing with the humanity of Jesus Christ. 
 
 The Nativity, boyhood and manhood of Jesus - Chapters 1 through 4:13 
 

Luke writes of the birth of Christ, giving descriptions that are not mentioned in the other 
Gospels. Mark and John have nothing about Jesus' birth at Bethlehem. Matthew gives an account 
of Jesus' birth, but he does not describe, as Luke does, the birth, when He was a baby and the 
boyhood of Jesus - and Matthew's account of these events are only a quarter the length of Luke's. 
 

Only Luke, presenting Jesus as the Son of Man, records the words of Simeon in Luke 
2:29-32. 
 

Matthew gives the genealogy through Joseph who was legally, not physically, the father 
of Jesus. Luke gives his genealogy through Mary who really was the mother of Jesus' humanity. 
 

Matthew starts at Abraham and traces Jesus' genealogy down through David- establish- 
ing Jesus' Kingship. Luke traces Jesus' genealogy all the way back to Adam, to show that He was 
of the human race, the Son of Man. John, in his Gospel, goes back into eternity. 
 

Matthew and Luke both give a genealogy showing the Jesus' ancestry. Matthew starts his 
Gospel with Jesus' genealogy but Luke does not mention it until after the baptism of Jesus. The 
reason is simply because the fact that Matthew is establishing is Jesus' Davidic heirship to the 
throne - whereas, Luke's concern is the real human birth, growth and perfect manhood. 

 
This part of Jesus' life covers a period of thirty years (3:23). The first two chapters cover 

the first twelve years (2:42). Jesus grew physically and in wisdom (2:52). After Jesus' baptism 
He was tempted and Luke tells us, "Jesus, being full of the Holy Spirit, was led by the Spirit into 
the wilderness being forty day tempted of the devil" (4:1). This shows us that Jesus' was tempted, 
tired and tested, and all time it was controlled by the Holy Spirit.  
 

It was after Jesus' baptism and the accounts surrounding that event, that He was placed in 
a position of trial and testing. The same is true of our Christian walk, very often, after a time of 
blessing, we are tested and tried. 
 
 The Ministry in Galilee - Chapters 4:14 through 9:50  
 

Luke's account of Jesus' ministry in Galilee is much shorter than either Matthew's or 
Mark's. The emphasis, as we saw in Matthew, is on what Jesus said; in Mark on what Jesus did, 
while in Luke it is on Jesus Himself. 
 

The Galilean ministry begins with Jesus in the synagogue at Nazareth (recorded only by 
Luke) and with emphasis at once on the manhood of Jesus Himself. 
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Only in Luke do we find Jesus teaching concerning the abundance of fish and Peter's 
realization of His wonderful power (Chapter 5) In Chapter 7, only in Luke, Jesus gives life to the 
son of the widow of Nain. 
 
 [These are only two examples of Luke's emphasis on Jesus' human feelings] 
 

Jesus chose the twelve apostles (4:14-6:11) then sent them forth as a multiplied ministry 
(9:1-17). Peter's confession (9:18) marks a change and from this point Jesus talks of His coming 
rejection and death. 
 

The Transfiguration (9:27-36) was a Divine attestation of Jesus as the Son of God. Here 
in Luke, Jesus is depicted as God's Divine Messenger. Note 9:35, "This is My beloved Son, hear 
Him." 
 

Jesus' last public miracle in Galilee, before going on to Jerusalem, was the release of the 
demoniac son (9:37-50). 
 

Note Luke giving Jesus' reference to the Cross: 
 

Luke 9:22, "And He said, `The Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed 
and on the third day be raised to life.'" (9:31) "They [Moses and Elijah at Jesus' 
transfiguration] spoke about His departure, which He was about to bring to 
fulfillment at Jerusalem. (9:44) Jesus says, "Listen carefully to what I am about to 
tell you: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men."  

 
 Jesus' Journey to Jerusalem - Chapters 9:51 through 19:44 
 

In all of these eleven chapters only five miracles are reported as compared to twenty-one 
miracles in the few chapters of His ministry in Galilee. In this section there is a great number of 
saying, doings, parables, rebukes - all reflecting that MATCHLESS MAN. 
 

In the Gospel of Luke we find some of the priceless treasury of the sayings and incidents 
of Jesus which are not recorded by any of the other three Gospel writers. 
 

For Instances, in Luke 13:1-5, which states, "Now there were some present at that 
time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their 
sacrifices. Jesus answered, `Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners 
than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? I tell you, no! But 
unless you repent, you too will all perish. Or those eighteen who died when the 
tower in Siloam fell on them - do you think they were more guilty than all the 
others living in Jerusalem? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all 
perish.'"  
 
Luke 13:31-33, which states, "At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said 
to Him, `Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.' He 
replied, `Go tell that fox, 'I will drive out demons and heal people today and 
tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.' In any case, I must keep 



Through the New Testament – Book by Book 
 

13

going today and tomorrow and the next day--for surely no prophet can die outside 
Jerusalem!'"  
 
And, Luke 17:20-21, "Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the 
kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, "The kingdom of God does not come 
with your careful observation, nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' 
because the kingdom of God is within you."  

 
 Jesus' Sacrifice and Triumph - Chapter 19:45 through 24 
 

This last section of the Gospel of Luke begins with Jesus in the Temple and ends with 
His crucifixion, entombment, resurrection and ascension. 
 

Jesus' manhood is seen through all this section in His "sweat drops as it were great drops 
of blood" (22:44) in His praying, His torture. We see more of Jesus' Deity in His answers, His 
submissiveness, His resurrection, His ministry as the risen Christ and His ascension - then the 
people "were continually in the Temple, praising and blessing God (24:53). 
 
 JESUS' HUMAN DEPENDENCE UPON PRAYER 
 

Matthew and Mark both record Jesus' prayer in Gethsemane, however, in addition to this 
time, Jesus' engagement in prayer occurs only twice in Matthew (14:23 and 27:46) and twice in 
Mark (6:46 and 15:34). However, in Luke's Gospel the prayer life of Jesus is shown over and 
over again. Note the Luke's record of Jesus' many times of prayer: 
 

Luke 3:21, "...Jesus was baptized. And as He was praying, heaven was opened." (5:16) 
"Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed." (6:12) "Jesus went out to a mountainside to 
pray, and spent the night praying to God." (9:18) "When Jesus was praying in private"  
(9:28) "Jesus...went up onto a mountain to pray." (9:29) "As he was praying..." (11:1) "One day 
Jesus was praying in a certain place." (22:32) Jesus said, "I have prayed for you..." (22:44) Jesus 
prayed more earnestly" (23:34) "Jesus prayed..." (23:46) "Jesus cried out with a loud voice..." 
 
 JESUS' TEACHING ON PRAYER 
 

Luke 11:9-10 "So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; 
knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; 
and to him who knocks, the door will be opened." (18:1) "Then Jesus told His disciples a parable 
to show them that they should always pray and not give up." (18:9-14) "To some who were 
confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 
`Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The 
Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men - 
robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth 
of all I get.' But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but 
beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' I tell you that this man, rather than 
the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and 
he who humbles himself will be exalted." (21:36) "Be always on the watch, and pray that you 
may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the 
Son of Man." (22:46) "Pray so that you will not fall into temptation." 
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There are many other instances and references to prayer in the Gospel of Luke, so much 
so, that is has been called the "Gospel of Prayer." 
 
 THE PROMINENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

Because Luke is emphasizing the humanity of the Man, Christ Jesus, he mentions the 
Holy Spirit more than Matthew and Mark together, even more than John, showing that man's 
human nature must depend upon the Holy Spirit to live the Christian life. Examples in the 
Gospel of Luke would be:  
 

Luke 1:35 - the Holy Spirit and the conception of Christ  
Luke 4:1 - Only Luke says, "being full of the Holy Spirit"  
Luke 4:14 - Only Luke says, "He returned in the Power of the Spirit  
Luke 4:18 - Only Luke says, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, anointed Me." 
Luke 11:13 - Only Luke says, "How much more shall your heavenly Father                                   
give the Holy Spirit . . . "  
 

 PARABLES EXCLUSIVELY  IN LUKE 
 

In this Gospel of the humanity of Jesus Christ, Luke emphasizes in his choice of parables, 
God's love for all mankind. It is interesting to note how he stresses Jesus' love for the Samaritans 
- a people hated and despised by the Jews. (See Luke 9:52-56 and 10:25-37). In the incident of 
the healing of the ten lepers (17:11-19), he uses the ingratitude of the Jewish lepers as a 
background for the faith and thankfulness of one Samaritan (17:17-18). 
 

1. The two debtors - 7:41-50 
2. The good Samaritan - 10:30-37 
3. The great Supper - 14:16-24 
4. The lost coin - 15:8-10 
5. The prodigal son - 15:11-32 
6. The Pharisee and the publican - 18:9-14 
 

Luke records the conversion of a number of the despised class of publicans (19:1-10). 
The publicans were Jewish tax-gatherers in the employ of the Roman government. Because of 
their serving the Jews' oppressors, and the fact that they were usually dishonest, they were hated 
by the people. 
 

Luke alone records Jesus' comments about the Gentile widow of Sidon and the Gentile 
Syrian, Naaman - Luke 4:26-27. 
 

Luke alone tells of the ten lepers cleansed and one, A Samaritan, returning back to give 
thanks - Luke 17:15-16. 
 

Luke gives insight into the ministry of women in relation to Jesus. He mentions some 
who helped to support Jesus in Luke 8:1-3. 
 

Luke alone records the significance to women which Jesus gave: Luke 7:37-50; 10:41; 
13:10-17; 15:8; 23:28 and 2:36-38. 
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There are other references to women in Luke's Gospel, but from these examples one can 
see the places of women in the heart of Jesus. 
 
 

The Gospel of John 
 

One sees in the Gospel of John God bringing to a climax His full purpose in Jesus 
Christ. In the first three Gospels, one learns what Jesus said - what He did - and what He felt. 
One sees the high points of Jesus' life and ministry: 
 
 
• His supernatural birth 
• His baptism 

 
• His temptation 
• His transfiguration 

 
• His crucifixion 
• His resurrection, and 

                                                                                 • His ascension 
 

In the first three Gospels one learns what Jesus was, now John presents the completion of 
who Jesus was. The first three Gospels are a presentation of Jesus Christ, the Gospel of John is 
an interpretation of Jesus. The first three Gospels records Jesus outwardly, what He said and did. 
John's Gospel shows Jesus inwardly, His Divine, the God-Man, Christ Jesus. The earlier three 
Gospel writers are mainly concerned with Jesus' public utterances while John majors on Jesus' 
private conversations and thoughts. 
 

John, the author of this Gospel, was the son of Zebedee, and the brother of James 
(Matthew 4:21). These two disciples were surnamed by Jesus, "The sons of thunder" (Mark 
3:17). John wrote three epistles, the Book of Revelation and this Gospel. John was the beloved 
pastor at Ephesus and later, (in 95 A.D.), he was exiled to Patmos by the Emperor Domitian 
where God gave him the vision and he wrote the Book of Revelation. 
 

John 20:31 states, "These are written, that you might believe that Jesus is the Christ the 
Son of God; and that by believing you may have life in His name." 
 

The Gospel of John presents the most powerful case in all the Bible for the deity of the 
incarnate Son of God. 
 
 John's Foreword - 1:1-18 
 

The first section of the Gospel of John (1:1-18) introduces the rest of the book and gives 
the background for the historical narrative that follows. It dates the nature of Jesus, introduces 
His forerunner, clarifies His mission, and notes the rejection and acceptance He will find during 
His ministry. 
 

The first three Gospels begin their history by recording the earthly origin of Jesus. 
Matthew and Luke both record Christ's virgin birth. John takes it for granted that Christians 
everywhere are acquainted with these facts, and omitting the record of His earthly origin, 
describes His heavenly existence, Christ's manifestation from eternity (1:1-5). Although John 
does not give a direct account of the virgin birth of Christ, he refers indirectly to it in 1:14. 
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John refers to Jesus Christ as the "Word" because, just as our words are the expression of 
our thoughts and character, so Christ Jesus was the expression of God's thoughts and character. 
Jesus Christ was the very essence of God. 
 

Jesus Christ is the Word (1:1), the expression of God toward all men and also the 
expression of God before all of creation (1:2-3). Jesus was not from the beginning, but, rather, 
He was in the beginning. He was not only with God, He was God (1:1). 
 

Jesus is Life and Light. From Him radiates all illumination, both intellectual and spiritual 
(1:4-6) These two words , "Life" and "Light," go together, or correspond with the "Word" and 
"Son." As the "Word," Jesus is the expresser, revealer, or illuminator, of the Light. As the "Son" 
Jesus is the quickener, the imparter of Life - God in flesh (Incarnate). 

 
There are two other words one should note - "grace" and "truth" (1:14 & 16).  The 

incarnate One (the One made flesh), is "full of grace and truth." He is full of "grace" to redeem 
man, and He is full of "truth" to reveal God. Jesus is the God-Man, He is the Revealer, and the 
Redeemer! 
 

With this section of the Gospel of John, (1:1-18), one would do well to look up and read, 
Colossians 1:15-19 and 1 John 5:7. 
 
 Jesus Public Ministry - 1:19 through 4:54 
 

In this section Christ is under careful consideration and scrutiny. He is introduced by 
John the Baptist who directs his own disciples to Jesus Christ. Shortly the author begins listing 
seven signs. John carefully selects seven miracles out of the many that Christ accomplished 
(21:25) in order to build a concise case for Christ's deity. They are called signs because they 
symbolize the life-changing results of belief in Jesus. 
 

• Turning water into wine - 2:1-11 - [Ritual of law is replaced by the reality of grace] 
• Healing the nobleman's son - 4:46-54 - [the Gospel brings spiritual restoration ] 
• Healing the man a Bethesda - 5:1-18 - [Weakness is replaced y strength] 
• Feeding the 5,000 - 6:1-14 - {Christ satisfies spiritual hunger] 
• Walking on the water - 6:15-21 - [Jesus Christ transforms fear to faith] 
• Healing the blind man - 9:1-41 - [Jesus overcomes darkness and brings in light] 
• Raising of Lazarus - 11:1-57 - [The Gospel bring people from dead to life] 
 
                       - These signs combine to show that Jesus is indeed the Son of God! 

 
John records the most important chapter on the "new birth" and Jesus' conversation with 

Necodemus in Chapter 3.  
 [It is important to read this chapter, especially verses 3 through 18, carefully!] 
 

John records the incident with the Samaritan woman in 4:1-42, where Jesus reveals that 
He is the "water of eternal life." 
 
 The Opposition to the Son of God - 5:1 through 12:50 
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John's unusual pattern in these chapters is to record the reactions of belief and unbelief 
after the performance of one miracle before moving to the next. In a series of growing 
confrontations, John portrays the intense opposition that will culminate in Jesus Christ''s final 
rejection on the cross. Even though many receive Him, the inevitable crucifixion is 
foreshadowed in several place - (2:4, 21-22; 7:6, 39; 11:51-52 and 12:16). 
 

The Four-fold Witness of Jesus Christ - 5:32-47. In answering the Jews about His 
miracles, Jesus gives four witnesses of His Messiahship: 
 
 
1. John the Baptism - 5:33-35 
2. His works - 5:36 

 
3.  The Father - 5:37-38 
4. The Scriptures - 5:39-47 

 
The healing of the blind man takes place in Chapter 9. Jesus gives the great discourse on 

the Good Shepherd in Chapter 10. The raising of Lazarus, in Chapter 11, is the last "sign" of 
Jesus recorded by John. Lazarus had been dead four days, but that made no difference, Jesus 
raised him from the dead. 
 
 Jesus Prepares His Disciples - Chapter 13 through 17 
 

John surveys the incarnation and public ministry of Jesus in twelve chapters, then 
radically changes the pace in the next five chapters to give a detailed account of a few crucial 
hours. In this clear, vivid recollection of Jesus' last discourse to His disciples. John captures 
Jesus' words of comfort and assurance to a group of fearful, confused followers. Jesus knows that 
in less than 24 hours He will be on the cross. His last words speak of all the resources that will be 
at the disciples' disposal after His departure. They will be indwelt and empowered by the Triune 
Godhead. The Upper Room Discourse contains the message of the Epistles in capsule form as it 
reveals God's pattern for Christian living. In it, the key themes of servanthood, the Holy Spirit, 
and abiding in Christ are developed. 
 

This section of Scripture has been called "the Holies of Holies of the Bible," because here, 
as no other place in God's Word, one sees the heart of Jesus as He teaches His disciples - and 
those who will read, or listen, today! 
 

In Chapter 13 Jesus teaches on humility (verse 5); cleansing (verse 10) and love (verse 
34). In Chapter 14 He teaches on Comfort and His return to earth again (verses 1-6) and 
promises the Holy Spirit (Verses 16, 18 and 26). In Chapter 15 He teaches on "abiding in 
Christ" (verses 7-9) and, again, promises the Holy Spirit to the believer (verses 26-27). In 
Chapter 16 Jesus speaks of the work of the Spirit (verses 7-11; and this Holy Spirit will reveal 
truth to the believer (verses 12-14). In Chapter 17 we have Jesus' prayer to His heavenly Father. 
  

Jesus' Suffering and Death - Chapters 18 and 19 
 

After recording Christ's High Priestly Prayer, John immediately launches into a dramatic 
description of Christ, praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, His arrest and trials before Annas, 
Caiaphas, and Pilate, and the scourging, crucifixion and death. In all of this, Jesus willingly 
fulfills John the Baptist's prophetic words: "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world" (1:29). 
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 Jesus' Victory Over Death - Chapters 20 and 21 
 

John closes his profound Gospel with a particularly detailed account of the post-
resurrection appearances of the Lord. The Resurrection is the ultimate sign that points to Jesus as 
the Son of God. 

                                                                                         
John begins his Gospel in Chapter 1 by leading the reader to the BRAZEN ALTAR of 

sacrifice ["Behold the Lamb of God . . . John 1:29]. 
 

In Chapter 3 he takes the reader to the LAVER OF CLEANSING AND RENEWAL - 
["Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit . . . John 3:5] 
 

In Chapter 4 through 6, he takes the reader to the TABLE OF SHEWBREAD with its 
food and drink concerning "living water" and "the living Bread" - John 4:14 & 6:51. 
 

In Chapters 8 and 9 John takes the reader to the GOLDEN CANDLESTICK, where 
twice Jesus says, "I am the Light of the world" - John 8:12 & 9:5. 
 

In Chapter 14 through 16 the reader is at the golden ALTAR OF INCENSE learning to 
pray - prayers like a fragrant incense when breathed in the name of Jesus Christ  
                                                                                                         - John 14:13-14 and 16:23-24 
 

In the 17th Chapter, the great intercessory prayer of Jesus, the High Priest, the reader is 
taken through the "veil" into the Holy of Holies. - All of chapter 17. 
 

In Chapters 18 and 19 the reader sees Calvary - how Jesus is the ARK OF THE 
COVENANT and the  MERCY SEAT sprinkled with His own blood - promising in Chapter 20 
to return to His Father and our Father and to His God and our God. 
 

Perhaps the following diagram will help you remember the Old Testament teaching in 
reference to Christ Jesus. Hopefully the student can realize how John's Gospel follows this same 
design.  

 
 
John 

 
TABERNACLE 

FURNITURE 

 
SYMBOLICAL MEANING 

 
TYPICAL  MEANING 

 
 1 

 
1. Brazen Altar 

 
Atonement through sacrifice 

 
Atonement of Christ's cross 

 
 3 

 
2. Laver 

 
Spiritual renewal 

 
Christ cleansing us 

 
 4-6 

 
3. Table of Shewbread 

 
Spiritual nourishment 

 
Christ, our Living Bread 

 
 8-9 

 
4. Golden Candlestick 

 
Illumination 

 
Christ, our Light 

 
14-16 

 
5. Altar of Incense 

 
To ask humbly 

 
Pray in Jesus' Name 

 
 17 

 
6. The Ark of the Covenant 

 
Access through High Priest 

 
Christ our Access to God 

 
18-19 

 
7. The Mercy Seat 

 
Vindication through Blood 

 
Christ our Mercy Seat 

 
 
 



Through the New Testament – Book by Book 
 

19

The Acts of the Apostles 
 

The Book of Acts gives the history of the establishment and growth of the Christian 
church, and of the proclaiming of the Gospel to the then unknown world according to Christ's 
command and by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

"The Acts of the Apostles," could well be called, "The Acts of the Holy Spirit, because  it 
is the acts of the Holy Spirit and of the Apostles in confirming the Word of God, the spread of 
Christianity, and the ministry of Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles. It is a record of the expansion 
of Mark 16:20. It records the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the new church and His enduring 
men with power to carry on the work Jesus Christ  "began both to do and teach" (Acts 1:6;  2:17-
20;  3:19-21;  8:12;  14:22;  20:25;  28:23 and 31.) 
 
 The Church of Jerusalem - Chapters 1 through 8:4 
 

Chapter 1 = Introductory 
 
Chapter 2:1 - 13 = The outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
 
Chapter 2:14 - 47 = Peter's sermon and its results 
 
Chapter 3:1 - 26 = The healing of the lame man, and Peter's sermon 
 
Chapter 4:1 - 22 = Peter and John before the council 
 
Chapter 4:23 - 31 = The first prayer meeting 
 
Chapter 4:32 - 37 = The consecration of the early church 
 
Chapter 5:1 - 16 = The sin of Ananias and Sapphira 
 
Chapter 5:17 - 42 = The arrest of Peter and John 
 
Chapter 6:1 - 7 = The first church difficulty and its settlement 
 
Chapter 6:8 - 15 = The ministry of Stephen 
 
Chapter 7:1 - 60 = Stephen's discourse before the council 
 
Chapter 8:1 - 4 = The first persecution of the church 

 
 The Transition Period: the Church of Palestine and Syria - Chapters 8:5 through 12:23 
 

Chapter 8:5 - 25 = The Gospel in Samaria 
 
Chapter 8:26 - 40 = The Ethiopian eunuch 
 
Chapter 9:1 - 22 = The conversion of Saul 
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Chapter 9:23 - 31 = Saul's ministry in Jerusalem and flight to Tarsus 
 
Chapter 9:32 - 43 = Peter's ministry in Lydda and Joppa 
 
Chapter 10:1 - 8 = Cornelius' vision 
 
Chapter 10:9 - 18 = Peter's vision 
 
Chapter 10:19 - 48 = The first sermon to the Gentiles 
 
Chapter 11:1 - 18 = Peter's defense for his preaching to the Gentiles 
 

                         Chapter 11:19 - 30 = The establishment of the church at Antioch 
  
                         Chapter 12:1 - 25 - Herod's persecution of the church 
 

Chapters 1 through 12 has Jerusalem as the center of Christian activity, during the time 
when the Mosaic Law was being observed by Jews. Peter is the main character in these chapters, 
as the Gospel is mainly presented to Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria. At the close of this section 
we find Peter imprisoned and then miraculously delivered by "an angel of the Lord" (12:7). 
 

The scene changes in chapter 13 through 28 when Antioch becomes the center of 
Christian activity, with Paul as the main character and the Gospel going to "the uttermost part of 
the [then known] world." At the close of the Book of Acts we find Paul is imprisoned.  
 

The Book of Acts really begins at Chapter 2, with the description of the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit and the commencement of the Church. Chapter 1 is simply introductory and 
describes events leading up to the great event of the Day of Pentecost. 
 

The death and resurrection of Christ, and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit were all  
fulfillment of the types of three feasts of Israel; namely, Passover, (Leviticus 23:5), the Feast of 
the First-fruits (Leviticus 23:10-13, and the Feast of Pentecost (Leviticus 23:15-21). 
 

Jesus' death had been during the time of Jewish "Passover," fulfilling, "the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1:36 and 1 Corinthians 15:3). Christ rose from the 
dead during the "Feast of First Fruits" fulfilling the "First fruits of those who died,"  (1 
Corinthians 15:20). Fifty days after the Lord's resurrection, "When the day of Pentecost was fully 
come," God gave the promised Holy Spirit to the Church. 
 

On the Feast of Pentecost" two loaves - the first loaves of the wheat harvest - were waved 
before the Lord, this being typical of the consecration of the first members of the church. 

 
All the manifestations of the Holy Spirit mentioned on the day of 
Pentecost has a parallel in the Old Testament , with the exception of the 
speaking in other tongues. The inference drawn from this fact is that the 
speaking in other tongues is the manifestation of the Holy Spirit that is 
intended to be peculiar to this dispensation. 
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The Church of the Gentiles - Chapters 12:24 through 21:17 
  

Chapter 12:24 - 14:28 = Paul's first missionary journey 
 
Chapter 15:1 - 35 = The council at Jerusalem 
 
Chapter 15:36 - 18:22 = Paul's second missionary journey 
 
Chapter 18:23 - 21:17 = Paul's third missionary journey 
 

The Closing Scenes of Paul's life - Chapters 21:18 through 28:31 
 

Chapter 21:18 - 26 = Paul and the Jewish Christians 
 
Chapter 21:27 - 31 = Paul and the non-Christian Jews 
 
Chapter 21:32 - 40 = Paul's arrest 
 
Chapter 22:1 - 30 = Paul's defense before the Jews and the result 
 
Chapter 23:1 - 10 = Paul before the Jewish council 
 
Chapter 23:11 - 35 = Paul's removal to Caesarea 
 
Chapter 24:1 - 27 = Paul before Felix 
 
Chapter 25:1 - 27 = Paul before Festus 
 
Chapter 26:1 - 32 = Paul before Agrippa  
 
Chapter 27:1 - 28:31 = Paul's journey to Rome 
 

Paul's Journeys from A.D.  30 to 68 A.D. 
 

In order to have an understanding of the Book of Acts it is best to consult a map in order 
to get an idea of Paul's missionaries journeys that played such a significant function throughout 
these last chapters of the Book of Acts. Find maps of Bible-times – usually in the back pages of 
various Bibles. Marking the travels of Paul is helpful as well. [You should use a different color of 
pen for each journey you mark, to prevent your map from becoming confusing.] Trace Paul's 
first, second and third journeys. 
 

While I'm sure it was difficult, if not impossible, to realize at the time, now that we have 
God's Word written, we can see God's providence in Paul's imprisonment in the following ways: 
 

1. Paul was safe from the Jews who were eager to destroy him 
 
2. Paul became conspicuous to the whole world (Read: Philippians 1:12-13) 
 
3. Paul had an opportunity to witnessing to the soldiers who guarded him. 



Through the New Testament – Book by Book 
 

22

 
4. Paul was visited by friends from various churches.  
                                                     (Read: Philippians 2:25 and 4:10) 
 
5. Paul was able to write some of his choicest epistles: Philippians,  
                                                 Philemon, Colossians and Ephesians. 
 

 
Luke records 18 messages in the Book of Acts and the uniform messages of the 
Christian preachers was the death, burial, resurrection and manifestations of 
Jesus Christ, preached in the power and demonstration of the Holy Spirit and 
confirmed with signs, miracles and the gifts of the Holy Spirit, which won 
multitudes to Christ (Mark 16:15-20; Hebrews 2:3-4; 1 Corinthians 2:1-4). 

 
 The following chapter outline should help the student to remember the Book of Acts: 
 

1. Power 
2. Pentecost 
3. Peter and John 
4. Priests and prayer 
5. Punishment 
6. Poor Christians 
7. Persecuted Stephen 
8. Philip 
9. Paul's conversion 
10. Peter's vision 
11. Peter's explanation 
12. Peter's imprisonment 
13. Paul's first missionary journey 
14. Paul's return 

 

15. Paul at Jerusalem 
16. Paul's second journey 
17. Paul at Athens 
18. Priscilla and Aquila 
19. Paul's third journey 
20. Paul in Europe 
21. Paul's arrest 
22. Paul's staircase address 
23. Paul's escape 
24. Paul before Felix 
25. Paul before Festus 
26. Paul before Agrippa 
27. Paul shipwrecked 
28 Paul at Rome 
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Romans 
 

We have now come to the first of the "Pauline Epistles" of the New Testament, so called 
because they wee written by the Apostle Paul. Paul wrote nine Epistles to seven  churches - One 
to the church at Rome, two to the church at Corinth, one each to the churches at Galatia, 
Ephesus, Philippi, and Colosse, and two letters to the church at Thessalonica. 
 

These epistles develop the doctrine of the Church and give instruction as to her unique 
objective in the purposes of God. The Church was "the mystery which from the beginning of the 
world hath been hid in God" (Ephesians 3:9). 
 

The epistle to the Romans is a complete, logical, inspired answer to the great question of 
the ages, "How should a man be just with God?" (Job 9:2). In the Old Testament, the Gospels 
and the Acts are found scattered in different places teachings concerning that great doctrine 
which forms the very foundation of this Book of Romans - justification by faith! It  remained for 
the apostle Paul to gather up these teachings . . . adding the special revelations conferred to him 
. . . give the most complete statement of doctrine found anywhere in the New Testament, 
embodied in an epistle which has been called "the cathedral of Christian doctrine." The Epistle 
of Romans could be summed up as:  
     

 The justification of sinful man, 
                       The sanctification of justified men, - and  
                                            the glorification of sanctified men,  
                                                                   through faith and by the power of God 
 

While Paul was at Corinth on his last visit he met a Christian lady names Phoebe who 
was going to Rome (Romans 16:1-2).  He took advantage of this circumstance to send a letter by 
her to the church there telling them of his coming visit and giving them a statement of the 
distinctive truths which had been revealed to him. Paul has not yet been to Rome when he wrote 
this Epistle, however, the Gospel had been preached through the Roman world for about twenty-
five years and many groups of Christians had come into existence. Many questions had come out 
of these groups such as: God's grace - the Gospel and the Law - the Abrahamic Covenant - and 
many other such questions.  
 

Chapters 1 through 8 is an unfolding of Paul's argument of justification by faith. 
 "How the Gospel Saves" 
 

Chapter 1:1 through 3:20 - Condemnation of all men without God 
 
The first seven verses of chapter one is Paul's salutation. Verses 8 through 15, 
Paul expresses his intention of visiting the Roman church. 
 
Verses 16-17 present Paul's theme for his Epistle of Romans: 
 

For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to everyone that believeth: to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith, 
as it is written, the just shall live by faith." 
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Paul begins his great argument for justification by faith by laying down his first 
premise; namely, the whole world is guilty before God and under condemnation. 
 

1. First Paul shows that the heathen are under condemnation (1:18-32),  
because, having had a revelation of God in the beginning (1:19-20), they rejected it 
(1:21). This rejection of the light led to spiritual ignorance (1:22), spiritual ignorance 
led to idolatry (1:23-25, and idolatry led to moral corruption (1:26-32). 

 
2. Paul then shows the Jew is under condemnation (Chapter 2). Instead  

of the Jews being humbled by their knowledge of the law as they should have been, 
they became self-righteous, blinding them to the fact that in the sight of God they were 
no better then the heathen who did not have the law (2:1-16).  Their knowledge of the 
law increased their condemnation and made them more guilty than the heathen who 
have not had the light (2:17-29). 

 
3. Paul shows that there is "no difference" between Jew and Gentile;  
    both are under sin, without any hope of being justified by the works of the law or by an                         

human means (3:1-20). 
 
Chapters 3:21 through 5:21 - Justification of believers 

 
"Justification" is God declaring a sinner righteous on the basis of his faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
In this section Paul reveals that the whole world stands guilty before God, shut up in the prison-
house of sin, and awaiting the penalty of the law. From human ability there is no way of escape; 
help must come from God. Paul, now, reveals the way of escape - justification by faith. 
Justification is the judicial act of God whereby those who put their faith in Christ are declared 
righteous in God's eyes and free from guilt and punishment. It may be illustrated by a judge's 
acquittal of a prisoner and declaring him innocent. 

 
1. The fact of justification by faith (3:21-31). The Jew could not conceive of righteousness apart 

from the law. But since the law condemned instead of justified, it could not bring salvation. 
But now God reveals a righteousness which is apart from the law, a gift (3:24), obtained by 
all who believe in Christ (3:22), and made possible by Christ's atoning death (3:25). Because 
Christ died and paid the penalty of the law, God can be just and a justifier (3:26), that is, He 
can acquit a guilty sinner without setting aside the demands of His holy law. 

 
2. Old Testament illustration of justification by faith (Chapter 4). By referring the Jews to their 

own Scripture, Paul shows them that the doctrine of "justification by faith" was not something 
new. Paul first mentions Abraham and shows that is any Jew would have a right to claim 
justification by his works it was Abraham, the "father of the faithful" and "friend of God." 
This patriarch was righteous in the sight of God; but this righteousness was by faith and not 
by works (4:1-3). David was "a man after God's own heart." He received this testimony not 
because of his own righteousness, for he committed many sins, but because of faith (4:6-8). 
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3. Chapter 5:1-11 discloses the results of justification by faith. 

 
4. Chapter 5:12-21 reassures the believer of the security brought by  

justification by faith. Just as union with the first Adam brings sin, condemnation and death, 
so does union with the second Adam bring righteousness, justification, and life. 

 
Chapters 6 through 8 - Sanctification 

 
In chapters 1 through 5 Paul deals with sins (plural) - that is, the outward manifestation of sin 
within man's nature, and with the guilt following those sins. 
 
In Chapters 6 through 8 Paul deals with sin (singular) - that is with the man's sinful self nature 
it's self.  
 
Chapters 1 through 5 speaks of man's deliverance from the guilt and penalty, while Chapters 6 
through 8 speak of man's deliverance from the power of sin.  
 
These first 5 chapters deal with man's actions; while Chapters 6 through 8 deals with man's 
nature. 
 
Chapters 6 through 8 answer the question, "Now that a person has been justified, what is his 
relation to sin?" The answer to this question may be reduced to one word - 
SANCTIFICATION, that is, "separation from sin and separation unto God." 

 
1. The Christian is dead to sin (Chapter 6) The believer's water baptism is a symbol of his 

identification with Christ's death and resurrection (6:1-10). The believer, by faith, is to reckon 
himself dead to sin (6:11-12), and this reckoning finds its practical application in his turning 
from every known sin and his yielding to God (6:13). 

 
2. The believer is freed from the law as a means of sanctification (Chapter 7). As death dissolves 

the marriage relation, so the believer's death o sin releases him from the law (7:1-6), that he 
might be "married" to Christ. This relationship to the law brought man constantly under 
condemnation, because it required a righteousness that corrupt human nature could not obtain. 
This was not the fault of the law, for it was good, holy and spiritual. The fault lay with the 
"carnal" nature (inherited from Adam's sin) that could not fulfill the law's requirements. Paul, 
after describing his own experience when he discovered the spiritual nature of the law and his 
own inability to keep it, he utters a cry which is both a call for help and a question, "O 
wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" 

 
3. The answer to this cry is found in Chapter 8 where one learns that the righteousness which the 

law requires is worked out in us by the Holy Spirit who comes to dethrone sin, produce the 
fruits of righteousness, bear witness to our sonship and hep us in our praying. 

 
Chapters 9 through 11 - Dispensation 

 
Up to Chapter 8, Paul has been unfolding God's plan of salvation, and has revealed that salvation 
is received by faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe, whether of Jew or Gentile. He has been 
dealing with salvation in relation to the individual, but, now, the question comes, "What is 
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salvation's relation to Israel as a nation?" If they as a nation have been rejected . . . [because of 
their rejection of Jesus Christ as their Messiah] . . . what, then, becomes of the Old Testament 
promises of their national restoration? Since Israel is God's chosen people, to whom were 
committed His Word and to whom were given the covenants, and the law, why is it that they as a 
nation have rejected their Messiah? Will Israel ever be restored? What is to be the attitude of the 
Christians toward them? These questions are anticipated by Paul and are answered by him in this 
passage of Scripture - Romans 9 through 11. 

 
1. Chapter 9:1-29 states that, though the greater part of the Jewish  

nation have rejected Jesus Christ, yet God's promises concerning their national redemption 
have not failed and, within the nation there is a faithful remnant, who, when the times comes 
for Israel's complete restoration, will form the nucleus of the new nation.  

 
2. Chapters 9:30 through 10:21 reveals that Israel's rejection of Jesus  

Christ is entirely their own fault 
 
3. Chapter 11 proclaims that the rejection of Israel is neither not final. It  

is not total for there is a remnant of the nation who are true to God and their salvation is a 
pledge of the salvation of the entire nation (11:1-10). It is not final, for after that the fullness of 
the Gentiles has come into the church, God will send the Redeemer who will bring the entire 
nation into that condition of Millennial blessedness and glory foretold by the prophets. (11:11-
16). 

 
Chapter 12 through 16 - Exhortation 

 
Like most of Paul's epistles Romans reveals doctrine, however, these last five Chapters discloses 
the practical, everyday, aspect of Christian living. Paul carries his students to the heights of 
Christian doctrine, but he always brings them back to earth where they are to apply the doctrine 
to their daily life. 
 
Actually, Chapter 9 through 11 are parenthetical, that is the are inserted because of their great 
importance, however, they are not necessary to complete the sense of this Epistle. Chapters 12 
through 16 really follows Chapter 8. Romans would be complete, at least in form, without 
Chapters 9 through 11. 

 
The "Therefore of Romans 12:1 is the link that connects this section with the first eight 
Chapters. Because of what has been set forth in those chapters - their justification, sanctification 
and hope of coming glorification - Christians are to consecrate themselves to God, serve one 
another in love, and walk in wisdom and holiness before the world.    
 

1. Chapter 12:1-12 - The Christian's duty as a member of the church;  
                       consecration (12:1-2); service (12:308); love to the brethren (12:9-21). 

 
2. Chapter 13:1-7 - The Christian's duty as the member of the state 
 
3. Chapter 13:8-14 - The Christian's duty toward other members of the state 
 
4. Chapter 14:1 through 15:13 - The Christian's duty toward weaker brethren 
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5. Chapters 15:14 through 16:27 - Paul's Conclusion 
 

Paul's ministry among the Gentiles (15:14-21) 
his proposed visit to Rome (15:22-33) 
his salutations (16:1-23) and 
his benediction (16:24-27). 
 

An easy outline of the Chapters in Romans: 
1. The heathen's guilt  
2. The Jew's guilt 
3. Universal condemnation 
4. Justification by faith 
5. Results of justification 
6. Freedom from sin 
7. Freedom from the law 
8. Freedom from condemnation 
9. The election of Israel 
10. The rejection of Israel 
11. The restoration of Israel 
12. Consecration 
13. Duties to the state 
14. Duties to weak brethren 
15. Paul's labor and coming visit 
16. Salutations 
 

 
First Corinthians 

 
The epistle of First Corinthians was written as answers to certain questions that were 

asked concerning the church in Corinth. First Corinthians was Paul's reply of correction for 
errors within the church and also setting before the believers a standard of Christian conduct. It 
deals with Christians conduct in relation to the church, the home and the world. 
 

 
We must note that Paul is writing to the church, those who were 
called "brothers in Christ Jesus"; Christians; saved; sanctified 
and called to be saints. They had received the grace of God 
given them by Jesus Christ. Paul affirms the fact of their faith, 
again and again. Paul is not writing to unbelievers, but, rather, 
he was writing to the church whom Paul states many were 
"carnal" and babes in Christ." 

 
Paul visited Corinth on his second missionary journey (Acts 18). While he was at 

Ephesus, he heard of disorders that had broken out in the Corinthian church . . . [Evidently Paul 
made a third trip to Corinth as inferred to in 2 Corinthians 12:14, at least, he intended too] . . . 
After his first trip to Corinth, he returned to Ephesus where members of a Corinthian family 
visited him and informed him concerning divisions that had broken out in the church. To correct 
these disorders and to answer the inquiries, Paul writes this epistle of First Corinthians.   
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 Paul's purpose in writing this epistle is to correct the following disorders: 
 

1. Divisions within the church 
2. Immorality within the church 
3. Disputes with the church 
4. Disorders during the Lord's supper 
5. Disorders during worship 
 

To answer the following questions: 
 
1. Concerning marriage 
2. Concerning eating of meats offered to idols 
3. Concerning the manifestations of the Holy Spirit 

 
 Chapters 1 through 8 - Correction of Social and Moral Disorders 
 

Chapter 1:1-9 - Introduction 
Chapter 1:10-16 - Correction Concerning Divisions in the Church  
Chapters 1:17 - 2:16 - The wisdom of God verses the wisdom of man 
Chapters 3 & 4 - Christians ministers' relation to others 
Chapter 5 - Immorality 
Chapter 6:1-8 - Saints at law 
Chapter 6:9-20 - The sanctity of the body 
Chapter 7 - Marriage 
Chapter 8 - Concerning eating meats offered to idols 
  

Paul denounces the divisions existing among the Corinthians. The party spirit had well-
nigh destroyed Christian love. The Corinthians possessed an inordinate admiration for human 
leadership, and ranked themselves under the names of different ministers, whom they attempted 
to set up against one another as rival leaders. Some admired the zeal and power of Paul; others 
saw in the cultured Apollos the ideal preacher; others belonging perhaps to the Judaizing party, 
held up Peter, the apostle to the Jews, as the model leader; still others, implying inferiority over 
these divisions , styled themselves simply followers of Christ (1:12). 
 

Paul devotes a large section to a comparison of God's wisdom and man's wisdom, and to 
a demonstration of the inability of man's wisdom to reveal the things of God (1:17 through 2:1-
16). His rebuke and renunciation of mere human wisdom and philosophy will be under- stood 
when we consider the |Greeks had a profound admiration for learning and culture, and that there 
was a danger of their reducing Christianity to just merely another intellectual system, just 
another one of the many schools of philosophy that existed in their country. It was this very love 
of human wisdom that had led to an undue regard for human leadership, and that, in turn, had 
resulted in divisions among those in the church at Corinth.  
 

In chapters 3 and 4 Paul strikes at the root of the matter by clearly showing the minister's 
relation to God, to one another and to the people. 
 

While the Corinthians were glorying in their intellectuality, and were divided over 
leadership, they were all tolerating in their midst immorality of the basest kind (5:1-2). Paul, 
using to the full his apostolic authority (See Matthew 16:19; 18:17-18), excommunicates the 
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offender (that is, cuts him off from communion with the church), and delivers him over as it 
were, to the chastening hand of Satan (compare Job 1:12 and 2 Corinthians 12:7), in order that he 
might be brought to repentance (5:5). From 2 Corinthians 2:6-8 we learn that this man did repent. 
 

Some of the Corinthians had been exposing the cause of Christ to reproach because of 
their going to law with one another before unbelieving judges (6:1-8). Paul tells them plainly that 
if they are to reign with Christ and judge the world - and even angels - they should be able to 
judge their own cases and settle their own disputes. 
 

Chapter 6:9-20 is directed against those known in church history as Antinomians. These 
were professed believers, who, going to the other extreme from legalism, declared themselves 
free from the law altogether. The classification of the sins mentioned in verse 9 are the worst 
immoralities imaginable and yet this group declared that, because they were not under the law, 
they could continue in these practices (verse 11). From certain of Paul's statements to the effect 
that believers are not under law, and that they are not justified by any external observances, these 
heretics had falsely inferred that all outward acts were indifferent and one could be criminal. In 
refuting this error, Paul emphasizes the sanctity of the body. 
 

In Chapter 7 Paul answers an enquiry from the Corinthians concerning marriage. In 
studying this chapter it should be remembered that all the statements contained therein are not 
made by way of commandments (7:6), but many of them are the suggestions of a Spirit-filled 
man, who is viewing marriage in relation to local conditions in Corinth. [for instance, the 
prevalence of immorality, 7:1], and in relation to coming persecutions of the church (7:26-29).  
 

 
It should be noted also that this chapter does not contain all of 
the New Testament teaching on marriage. For a complete study 
of the question, all the New Testament Scriptures on the subject 
should be investigated. 

 
Chapter 8 deals with the question of Christian liberty. Some of the Corinthians believers, 

who had been saved from heathenism, felt free in their conscience to accept invitations to feasts 
in idol Temples. They reason, "Since an idol is nothing in the world, and there is none other God 
but one, what difference does it make?" (8:4). Paul acknowledged these reasons held merit, 
however, he warns these "well-grounded" believers that some believers were "weaker," who 
were not acquainted with those facts, and who might stumble, or fall into sin, if they saw an 
enlightened believer eating in an idol Temple.  
 

Apostolic Authority - Chapter 9 
 
In this Chapter Paul defends himself against some who were denying his authority as 

apostle (9:1-3) One of their charges was that he was not asking for financial support because he 
lacked authority to do so. Paul mentions as proof of his apostleship the fact that he had seen the 
Lord (9:1), and refers to their own conversion as proof of his apostolic authority (9:2). He claims 
equal authority with other apostles (9:4-6). He, giving a natural illustration, claims he a right to 
financial support (9:7). Quoting the law (9:9-10), he gives an example from the Jewish Temple, 
(9:13). Then he tells why he had not availed himself of an salary. It was because he did not want 
to hinder the Gospel by becoming a burden to the people . . . [compare 9:12 with 2 Thessalonians 
3:8-9]. His preaching the Gospel without pay was his reward (9:18). In preaching the Gospel, he 
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considered himself simply an "unprofitable servant" [compare verse 16 with Luke 17:10]. He 
was only doing his duty (9:16). Paul was willing to forego any rights and adapt himself to all 
conditions, and to all classes of people in order that he might save a few souls (9:19-23). He had a 
good reason for making these sacrifices. Just as Greek athletes, during their period of training, 
denied themselves many pleasures and comforts and subjected themselves to hardship in order to 
win a crown of leaves, so he was willing to make sacrifices ion order to win an imperishable 
crown (9:24-27).   
 

Church Order - Chapters 10 through 14 
 

1. A warning against falling from grace - 10:1-13 
 

Though the Corinthians have been partakers of great spiritual blessings and have been 
recipients of the grace of God, Paul warns them that there is a possibility of their falling from 
their high spiritual standing. He proves this by a comparison of them with Israel. 
 

2. Christian liberty and idolatry - 10:14-33 
 

Paul continues the subject dealt with in Chapter 8, namely, Christian liberty in relation to the 
frequenting of heathen feasts. To those Christ who felt free to attend heathen feasts (8:10), 
Paul utters a warning against falling into the snare of idolatry. Though Christians might feel 
free to indulge in some liberties, they were to consider whether such indulgences would be 
edifying for believers as a whole (10:24). When purchasing meat in a market, in order to avoid 
any unnecessary disturbance of their conscience they were not to enquire whether the meat 
has been offered to idols, or not. (10:25). However, if a Christians accepts an invitation to dine 
with a heathen acquaintance, and he is told that the meat served has been offered to idols, he is 
not to touch it, because to partake of it under those circumstances would make it appear that 
he was condoning idolatry, and his action would be a stumbling block to many (10:27-29). 
 

3. Conduct of women in assemblies - 11:1-16 
 

On the surface, these verses seem to deal with the question as to whether or not a woman 
should wear a veil in church. However reading deeper, one discovers that these verses deal with 
the God-ordained relationship of the woman to the man. Verse 3 seems to be the key verse to this 
section. In Paul's day, women wore a veil as a symbol of their subjection to the man. The Gospel 
had given women a liberty they had not known before, abolishing, as far as God's grace was 
concerned, the distinction of the sexes had been abolished (Galatians 3:28). As a result of this 
new found liberty, the Corinthian women claimed equality with the man in every respect, and as 
an open declaration of this claim, were prophesying and praying in public without the veil. In so 
doing, they violated the divine order which is as follows: God is the head of Christ' Christ is the 
head of man, and man . . . [the husband] . . . is the head of woman (11:3). 
 
4. Disorders during the Lord's Supper - 11:17-34 

 
The remaining of Chapter 11 deal with disturbances in the Lord's Supper. Before the Lord's 
Supper, the believers partook of a common meal together, called a "Love Feast." During this 
feast some of these believers had made gluttons of themselves, some even became drunk (11:20-
22), with the result that they were not fit to partake of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. After 
explaining the sacredness and significance of the Lord's supper (11:23-26), Paul warns the 
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Christians against partaking of it unworthily (11:27-29), lest they fall under divine chastisement 
(11:30-32). 
 
5. The gifts of the Holy Spirit, their diversity and distribution - Chapter 12 
 
6. The motivation that is to regulate the use of these gifts - Chapter 13 
 

7. The rules for their regulation in the assemblies 
 

The Resurrection - Chapter 15 
 

This is the great resurrection of the Bible. Paul was compelled to treat the doctrine of 
the resurrection in a fairly thorough manner, because there had been a denial of this doctrine. 
Some perhaps, misunderstanding Paul's teaching concerning the spiritual resurrection of the 
sinner had thought of this as the only resurrection; others possibly, belonging to the antinomian 
party [See notes of Chapter 6:9-20] did not look forward to the resurrection of a body which they 
had abused by sins of impurity. 

 
The Conclusion - Chapter 16 

 
1. Concerning the collection for the needy - 16:1-4   
 
2. Concerning Paul's intended visit - 11:5-9 
 
3. Concerning Timothy's visit to them - 16:10-11 
 
4. Concerning Apollos - 17:12 
 
5. Exhortations and greetings - 16:13-24 

                                                                                                                      
To help the student to remember the outline of the chapters in 1st Corinthians, 
the following is offered: 

 
1. Divisions                                                         
2. Wisdom of God  
           verses the wisdom of man    
3. & 4. Ministers                                                 
5. Immorality                                                       
6. Saints at law                                                                                         
7 Marriage  
8. Christian liberty 
9. Apostolic authority 
10. Idolatry 
11. Lord's Supper 
12 Gifts 
13 Love 
14. Disorders in worship 
15. Resurrection 
16. Salutation 
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Second Corinthians 

 
  Second Corinthians is the most personal of Paul's letters because it is in this epistle that 
he reveals his heart, that is, his innermost feelings and deepest motives. Exposing his heart was 
not something that Paul did readily, but rather, it was a reluctant assignment for him. However, 
the presence of false teachers at Corinth, who were questioning his credentials, impugning his 
motives, and undermining his authority, made it necessary for him to defend his ministry. In 
make this defense, he would rather have been silent, and throughout this epistle he is careful to 
inform his readers of this fact. Bear in mind, as you read Second Corinthians, that this is Paul's 
personal vindication of his ministry. 
 

The first letter of Paul to the church at Corinth was written from Ephesus (2 Corinth- ians 
1:8) while this second letter was written from Philippi. Paul had sent Titus to Corinth because he 
could not go himself. Titus was to have met Paul and Timothy at Troas with a report on the 
church at Corinth, but Titus did not arrive (2 Corinthians 2:12-13). When Titus did not come, 
Paul and Timothy went on to Philippi where Titus brogught good news from Corinth (2 
Corinthians 7:5-11). Paul gives more of his personalhistory and his feelings in this letter than in 
any other of his writings. 
 

The news that Titus brought to Paul was that the church, as a whole, had responded to the 
exhortations of his first letter to them. However, there were a small minority who refused to 
acknowledge his authority. Therefore, Paul writes Second Corinthians to declare his reasons for 
authority . . . to comfort and encouragment to those who had paid heed to his first letter and to 
warn those who questioned his authority. 
 

Paul writes this second letter to the church at Corinth to comfort the repentant members, 
to warn them against false teachers who had attacked his ministry. 
 

1 The Backward Glance - Chapters 1:1 through 2:13 
 
1:1-11 - God sustains Paul in tribulation in order that  
               he may in turn comfort others  
 
1:12-14 - Paul declares that his motives were pure 
 
1:15 to 2:11 - Paul explains why he delayed his visit 
 
2:12-13 - Paul's anxious waiting for news from Corinth 
 

2. The Dignity and Effectiveness of Paul's Ministry  
                                 - Chapters 2:14 through 7:16 
 

2:14-17 - Paul's triumphs in the Gospel 
 
3:1-4:6 - Paul defends himself against the Judaizers  
                and shows that the New Covenant is better than the Old 
 
4:7-5:10 - In sickness, danger and persecution Paul's strength  
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              comes from the power of God and the hope of eternal life 
 
5:11-21 - The secret of Paul's earnestness is his sense of responsibility  
                 to Christ 
 
6:1-13 - Paul defends his faithfulness in preaching the Gospel 
 
7:2-4 - Paul pleads with his converts to ignore the malicious  
            and untruthful reports about him 

 
                            7:5-16 - Why Paul waited for Titus 
 
3. The Collections for the Jewish Saints 

 
8:1-15 - Remembver the example of the poor Macedonians  
           and above all the examples of Jesus 
 
8:16-24 - Paul commends the bearers of the funds 
 
Chapter 9 - Be ready to give liberally and so reap God's blessing 

 
4. Paul's Defense of His Apostleship - Chapters 10 through 13 

 
10:1-18 - Paul contrasts himself with false teachers 

 
11:1-6 - Bear with one who loves you 
 
11:7-15 - Why Paul did not ask for support for himself 
 
11:16-12:13 - Divine signs and visions, faithful service  
                  and sufferings, prove Paul's right to apostleship 
 
12:14-13:10 - Paul says, "Please do not make it necessary for me  
                  to use my power to discipline you." 
 
13:11-14 - The Conclusion 

 
Galatians 

 
Whether Gentiles who were now believers had to keep the law of Moses was a question 

that had been settled at the council in Jerusalem. The decision was that all believers, including 
Gentiles, were "justified by faith without the works of the law." However, that decision did not 
seem to satisfy the Judaizing party, who still insisted that though the Gentiles were saved by 
faith, their faith was perfected by the observance of the law of Moses. Preaching this message of 
the mingling of law and grace, these who were of this Judaizing party did their utmost to turn 
Paul's converts against him and against the message he preached. 
 

It seems that they succeeded to the extent of bringing under the bondage of the law the 
church of the Galatians - a Gentile church. To restore this church to their former standing in 
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grace, Paul wrote this epistle to them, the theme of which is "Justification and sanctifica- tion 
are not by the works of the law, but by faith." 
 

In his letter to the Galatians Christians, Paul is struggling to preserve the purity of the 
Gospel from those who presented "another Gospel" which was not, in reality, "another Gospel," 
at all, but rather an attempt by some to corrupt the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 

Paul had visited Galatia twice before he wrote this epistle. The Book of Acts records  that 
Paul first went to Galatia on his second missionary journey (Acts 16:6) and that some three years 
later he paid a second visit there during the third missionary journey (Acts 18:23). 
 

 
          The Book of Galatians is a stern, severe and solemn message. It does not 
correct conduct as the Corinthians letters do, but it is corrective.  
 
          This is the only time in all of Paul's writings in which he does not express 
his thankfulness. This is the only church of whom he does not ask prayers. 
There is no word of commendation nor praise. 
 
          There is deep emotion and strong feeling as Paul writes. This is Paul's 
fighting epistle. It is a declaration of emancipation from legalism of any type. It 
is the strongest declaration of defense of the Doctrine of Justification By Faith 
in or out of Scripture. 

 
So, the purpose Paul is writing to the Galatians was to refute the errors of the Judaizing 

teachers who were undermining his authority by teaching, "law mingled with faith" as necessary 
to one's salvation, that is, the believer is made perfect by the keeping of the law. Paul writes to 
restore the Galatians who had fallen from grace. 
 

1. The Apostle of Liberty - Chapters 1 and 2 
 

In these first two chapters, Paul defends himself against the following charges made 
against him on the part of the Judaizers. 
 
(A) They denied that he was a true apostle of Christ, because he had not, like the                                  
       Twelve, received his commission personally from the Lord. 
 
(B) They claimed that he was only a teacher sent out by the apostles, therefore his          
       teaching should be accepted only as it agreed with theirs. 
 
(C) They charged him with spreading teachings not approved by the council at                
       Jerusalem. 
 

Paul's answers to these charges: 
 

In the vest first verse of this epistle, Paul emphasizes his divine commission as an 
apostle. He then greets the believers (1:2-5). Notice there is an absence of the thanksgiving that 
characterizes his other epistles, because he is writing to a church which had fallen from grace. He 
is amazed that they have so soon turned from the true Gospel to what he terms a "different" 
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Gospel (1:6); yet this "different" Gospel is not another Gospel, because there is but one Gospel 
and this "Gospel" which  they had turned to was a perversion of the true Gospel (1:7). Upon 
those who would preach a different Gospel Paul pronounces a curse (1:8-9). 
 

In verses 10 through 24 Paul refutes the charge that he received his teaching and 
commission from the apostles. He received them from the Lord Himself. 
 

In chapter 2:1-10, Paul shows that his ministry and message were endorsed by the leaders 
of the church council at Jerusalem. Fourteen years after his conversion, Paul went to Jerusalem 
to attend the council and there defended his preaching of the justification of the Gentiles by faith 
along (2:1 with Acts 15:1-2). 

 
Instead of the Twelve finding fault with Paul, as had been charged, Paul affirms that he 

found fault with one of their number (2:11-21). After his vision (Acts 10:11-16), and his 
experience at Cornelius' house Peter cast off his Jewish prejudice and mingled freely socially 
with the Gentiles. However, when certain of the strict Jewish Christians came from Jerusalem, 
who evidently looked with a criticizing eye on his conduct, (and the Jews with him) he separated 
himself from the Gentiles (2:11-13). Paul condemned this action as cowardly compromise. 
 
2. The Doctrine of Liberty - Chapters 3 and 4 

 
Paul rebukes the Galatians for turning from the truth of justification of faith,  and tells 

them that their spiritual experience had no connection with their observing the law (3:1-5). He 
then takes up the argument that justification is by faith, apart from the works of the law (3:6 to 
4:7). 
 

Even Abraham, the friend of God, was not justified by his works, but by his faith (3:6). 
So that instead of the observers of the law of Moses being the children of Abraham (Matthew 
3:9), it is those who are justified by faith who can claim that right (3:7). 
 

The covenant that God made with Abraham was a covenant of faith (3:8-9). This has no 
connection with the Mosaic covenant which was a covenant of works (3:10). The Abrahamic 
covenant was made first: but the law, with its curse was added, and so blocked the way for the 
blessing of Abraham to come to the world. But Christ by His death removed the curse of the law 
(3:13), so that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles as well as the Jews (3:14). 
 

Paul then explains the relation between the Abrahamic and Mosaic covenants (3:15-18). 
If the blessings of Abraham is to come by the works of the law, then reception of that blessing is 
conditional upon keeping the law; but the covenant made with Abraham is unconditional 
(3:18). The inference from this 18th verse is, "If it is by keeping the law that the blessing of 
Abraham is to come upon the world, then that blessing will never come, because no one can be 
justified by the law." 

 
Paul now explains the purpose of the law and its relation to the believer (3:19 through 

4:7). Paul's foregoing arguments call forth the question on the part of the Jew, "If the law cannot 
save why then did God give it to man?" (3:19) The Abrahamic covenant promised salvation 
through faith without the works of the law. But how could God teach man that salvation was 
only by faith, and not by any effort on man's part? Only by placing him under law and showing 
him that his sinful nature could not keep perfectly its precepts, thus shutting him up to faith as a 



Through the New Testament – Book by Book 
 

36

means of salvation (4:19). The law does not stand in opposition to the Abrahamic covenant, 
because it was never intended to save man (4:21), it was given to educate man to his need of 
salvation by faith (4:22-23). Paul pleads with them to return to the full liberty of the Gospel (4:8-
31). 
 
3. The Life of Liberty - Chapters 5 and 6 

 
Hold fast to the liberty of grace for the law cannot save you - 5:1-6. 

 
Turn away from the false teachers who have perverted the Gospel and made you slaves to 

legalism - 5:7-12. 
 

Though free from the Mosaic law, you are not free to sin. Walk in love and you will 
therefore fulfill the law - 5:13-14. 
 

You will be tempted though by the lower nature, but obey the promptings of the Holy 
Spirit and you be victorious - 5:16-26. 
 

Bear one another's burdens, and be patient with the erring ones - 6:1-5. 
 

Be mindful to support your ministers and you will thereby reap the Divine blessing - 6:6-10. 
 

Conclusion - 6:11-18. - Beware of the Judaizers. I know quite well that they desire to win 
you simply in order to get a reputation for zeal. Glory only in the Cross in which alone there is 
real salvation. 
 

Ephesians 
 

For perception and majestic teachings, Ephesians stands matchless among all of Paul's 
epistles. This has been called, "Paul's third heaven epistle, because he soars from the depths of 
ruin to the heights of redemption. This epistle has also been called, "The Alps of the New 
Testament," because here we are bidden by God to mount step by sep, until we reach the highest 
possible point where man can stand, even in the presence of God Himself. This epistle to the 
Ephesians is a great exposition of a fundamental doctrine of Paul's preaching, namely, the unity 
of all the universe in Christ, the unity of the Jew and Gentile in His body, the church, and God's 
purpose in that body for time and eternity.  
 

The epistle is divided into two sections: Doctrinal - Chapters 1 through 3, and the 
Practical - Chapters 4 through 6. In the first section Paul sets forth the grandeur and glory of the 
Christian's calling; in the second he shows what should be the conduct of the Christian in view of 
this calling. Paul teaches that a holy calling demands a holy walk. 
 

Paul calls upon his readers to rise to the highest dignity of their calling, and as he does so, 
there emerges a picture of the church as a body predestined before the ages . . . to unite Jew and 
Gentile together, which, through the ages to come has to exhibit before the universe the fullness 
of the Divine life, living the life of God . . . imitating God's characte . . . wearing God's armor . . 
. fighting God's battles . . . forgiving as God forgives . . . educating as God educates . . . and all 
this that it may fulfill the wider work whereby Christ is to be center of the universe!  
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Paul teaches that the Church is chosen, redeemed, and united in 
Christ, therefore, it should walk in unity and in newness of life, in 
the strength of the Lord and by the armor of God. 

 
Paul wrote the "Prison Epistles" [that is, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and 

Philemon] during his first Roman imprisonment in A.D. 60-62. 
 

There were two dangers that threatened the church at Ephesus; a temptation to sink to 
heathen standards; and a lack of unity between Jew and Gentile. To offset the first danger, Paul 
sets forth the holiness of the Christian's calling in contrast with their former sinful condition as 
heathen. To guard against the second, he presents the Lord Jesus as making peace between Jew 
and Gentile by the blood of His cross, and making of the twain a new body. 
 

Ephesians had been called "The Threefold Epistle," because it yields itself to the 
arrangement in triplets: 
 
 THE DOCTRINAL SECTION - Our Heavenly Calling - Chapters 1 through 3 
 
 The Threefold sources of our salvation - Chapter 1:1-18 
 

Our salvation, which is the sum of all blessings, finds its source in: 
 
1. Predestination by the Father, who chose us before the foundation of the                               
      world to be His children and to be without spot or blemish - 1:4-6. 
 
2. Redemption by the Son, through whom is given unto us a knowledge of          
      God's eternal plan for the universe, and an eternal inheritance - 1:7-12. 
 
3. Sealing by the Spirit, which is an earnest (a first payment) of the                  
      complete redemption which will be ours in the future - 1:13-14. 

 
Paul utters a prayer that the Ephesians may have a still fuller and deeper knowledge of 

the privilege and power of their salvation - 1:15-18. 
 

The threefold manifestation of God's power - Chapters 1:19 through 2:22 
 

1. God's power was manifested in relation to Christ (1:19-23) in three ways: 
 

(a) Resurrection (b) Ascension (c) Exaltation 
 

2. God power was manifested in relation to the individual in the following three ways: 
 

(a) Spiritual resurrection - 2:1-5 
(b) Spiritual ascension - 2:6 
(c) Power to do good works and show forth God's grace throughout eternity - 2:7-10 

 
3. God's power was manifested in relation to the whole of humanity (2:11-22) 
    It involved three classes: 
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(a) The Gentiles (2:11-13).  
In relation to Israel, they were foreigners . . . in relation to the covenants, they were 
strangers, for all the covenants were made with Israel . . . in relation go God they 
were condemned. But now they are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
 

(b) The Jew (2:14-17). 
Between Jew and Gentile there existed a rigid line of demarcation in regard to 
religion. In the Temple at Jerusalem, thee was a special court for the Gentiles, 
separated from the "court of Israel" by a wall (the middle wall of partition, 2:14), this 
wall bearing notices to the effect that Gentiles were forbidden to proceed farther 
under penalty of death. But in the spiritual Temple of God there is no longer a 
dividing line; Jew and Gentiles have "access by one Spirit unto the Father." 

 
(c) The Church (2:19-22). 

The Gentile worshipped in his idol temple, the Jew in the great Sanctuary at 
Jerusalem. Now, however, both have left these buildings made with hands, to form 
one great spiritual Temple, whose chief cornerstone is Christ, whose foundation, the 
apostles and New Testament prophets, and whose stones are individual Christians - 
the whole forming a great Temple inhabited by God through the Spirit. 
 

 A threefold statement concerning Paul - Chapter 3 
 

1. Paul's ministry - to preach the mystery of the Gospel. The mystery was the  
great truth that Jew and Gentile should be fellow-heirs and members of the same body (3:6). It 
was hid in God from the foundation of the world, and not revealed under the Old Testament 
dispensation (3:5-9). The Old Testament Scriptures taught the salvation of the Gentiles, but 
not their forming one body with the Jews. 

 
2. Paul's prayer - 3:13-19 
 
3. Paul's praise - 3:20-21 

 
 

PRACTICAL SECTION - Our Earthly Conduct - Chapters 4 through 6 

The threefold exhortation to the whole church - 4:1 through 5:21 

1. An exhortation to unity (4:1-16). Three facts concerning unity: 
 

(a) Qualities essential to unity; lowliness and meekness, longsuffering and forbearance - 4:1-3. 
 
(b) A description of the unity - 4:4-6. 
 
(c) The method of producing unity: by the use of the gifts, and by the ministry, whose office is                   
      to bring the body into spiritual perfection and oneness with Christ - 4:7-16 
 

2. An exhortation to live a new life - to put off the old man and not live like other Gentiles; to put  
     on the new man and live in conformity to God's plan - 4:17-32 
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3.  An exhortation to a new walk - 5:1-20.  The three fold mention of the word "walk:" 
 

(a) Walk in love - 4:1-7 
(b) Walk in the light - 4:8-14 
(c) Walk circumspectly [carefully] - 4:15-20 

 
The threefold exhortation to the family - Chapters 5:21 through 6:9 

1. Wives and husbands - 5:21-33 
2. Children and parents - 6:1-6 
3.  Slaves and masters - 6:5-9 

 
The threefold expression of spiritual life - Chapter 6:10-24  

1. Power - 6:10-17 
An exhortation to put on the whole armor of God . . . [This figure was, no doubt, 
suggested by the armor of the Roman soldiers who were guarding Paul] . . . that the 
Christian may realize Christ's strength to fight His battles. 

 
2. Prayer - 6:18-19 
    The "when," "how," and "for whom" of prayer! 
 
3. Peace - 6:20-24 
    After a personal reference to Tychicus the apostle closes with a benediction. 

 
Philippians 

 
The epistle to the Philippians has been called "the sweetest of all of Paul's writings," and 

"the most beautiful of all of Paul's letters, in which he bares his very heart and every sentence 
glows with such tender love."  Throughout the epistle there breathes forth a spirit of love on the 
part of Paul for the Philippians; and their attitude toward him shows that his love was mutual.  
 

One does not find any controversial issues discussed in this letter, no severe rebukes, no 
aching heart on Paul's part because of any serious disorders. Even the divisions that  did   exist 
within the church, was not of any serious nature. In dealing with them Paul uses tact and 
judgment. He does not hurl severe denunciations against the parties involved, but, rather he 
creates an atmosphere of unity and love by the frequent use of words like, "yoke fellow" 
. . . [comrade, true helper, teammate] . . . "fellow soldier," words suggesting the thought of unity 
and fellowship. 
 

Paul, by this letter to the Christians in the church at Philippi, creates an atmosphere of 
faith and worship by the repeated use of the name of the Lord, causing them to forget their petty 
differences as he paints for them a wonderful pen-picture of the One, who though He was in the 
form of God, emptied Himself and humbled Himself for the salvation of others. 
 

The great theme if Philippians is summed up in the words, "I rejoice, rejoice ye!" The 
letter is full of joy. In every chapter, like the tinkle of silvery bells sound forth the words "joy," 
rejoice," and "rejoicing." 
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In spite of imprisonment and in spite of the fact that he is resting in the shadow of the 
executioner's block, Paul can rejoice!  
 
 If the epistle to the Philippians could be summed up  
 in one sentence it would be,  
  

"The joy of Christian life and service, manifested under all circumstances." 
 

Learning of Paul imprisonment in Rome, the Philippians church sent Epaphroditus to 
convey their love and gifts for him (4:8). Epaphroditus was taken seriously ill on his journey to 
Rome and Paul was thankful for the mercy of God in restoring him to health (2:25-30). Paul took 
advantage of this circumstance to send a letter of thanks and exhortation to the church at Philippi 
about whose condition Epaphroditus has notified Paul.. 
 
 Written about 64 A.D. during Paul's first imprisonment at Rome 
 
 Paul's Situation and Labors at Rome - Chapter 1 
 

 
1. Paul's salutation - 1:1-11 
 
2. Paul's joyfulness in prison - 1:12-30 
 

(a) Paul's joyfulness in spite of bonds - 1:12-14. 
 

Paul's imprisonment has turned out to the furtherance of the Gospel. The news of 
his imprisonment and preaching has been spread all over the military quarters and 
from there to other parts of the city. The Christian at Rome have been inspired to 
evangelistic effort by his boldness. 

  
(b) Paul's joyfulness in spite of those who, in the spirit of party differences, were  

still preaching the Gospel from insincere motives (probably the Judaizers) (1:15-
18). However, since Christ is being proclaimed, Paul rejoices. in that. 

 
(c) Paul's joyfulness in spite of the prospect of death (1:19-30). 
 

In matters little to Paul whether he lives or dies, because in either case his desire is 
to glorify Christ. It would be better for him to die and be with the Lord, but he was 
willing to continue living in order that he might finish his work, and further the 
faith of the Philippians. He had hopes that he will be released and so be able to 
visit them. But whether he sees them or not, he desires that they walk worthy of 
the Gospel, proclaiming its message in spite of persecution. 

 
Three Examples of Self-denial - Chapter 2 

 
Paul begins with an exhortation to unity, which was in danger of being marred by some 

minor differences among the believers (2:1-2). this unity was to be effected on their part by the 
spirit of humility and self-denial (2:3-4). "Look not every man on  his own things, but every man 
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also on the things of others." Paul then mentions three examples of those whose principle of life 
was sacrifice for others: 

 
1. The example of Christ - 2:5-16 

 
Who, though He was on equality with God, emptied Himself of His glory, stripped Himself of 
His power and humbled Himself even to the death of the cross - for others. 
 
Paul then adds a threefold exhortation: 

(a) An exhortation to perseverance in the faith - 2:12-13 
(b) An exhortation to obedience - 2:14-16 
(c) An exhortation to missionary activity - 2:16 
 

2. The example of Timothy - 2:17-24 
 

Timothy was a minister who fully exemplified Paul's exhortation in verse 4  
(Compare verses 20-21). 
 
3. The example of Epaphroditus - 2:25-30 

 
In this Christian, we have an example of one who freely poured out his life for others. 

Having been brought nigh unto death through overwork, he was troubled, not because of his own 
affliction, but because the news of his sickness had caused sorrow to others. 
 

 Warning Against Error - Chapter 3 
 

1. A warning against legalism - 3:1-14 
 

It seems unduly severe to refer to these false teachers as "dogs" and "evil-workers," 
however, Paul sees in their teaching, "salvation by the externals of the law," some- thing as 
undermining the Christian life and faith. So, he denounces the Judaizers as enemies of the 
Gospel. Paul had as much to boast of in the way of social and religious privileges as these 
Judaizing teachers (3:4-6), however, he rejected them all and counts them but as garbage 
(3:7-8) that he might win Christ and be found in Him having the righteousness, not of the 
law, but of faith (3:9-10). His justification and sanctification by faith in Christ has not lulled 
him into a careless security, because he still presses toward the goal of that perfection which 
will be consummated at the first resurrection (3:11-14)! 

 
2. An exhortation to unity in doctrine  - 3:15-16 
 

Those who are spiritually mature are to take this same attitude toward Christian 
perfection mentioned by Paul, and to agree on it. If there are minor differences, in non-
essentials, God will make even these clear. These verses reveal the subject that was causing 
divisions among the Philippians: namely, the subject of Christian perfection. 
 
3. A warning against Antinomianism (lawlessness) - 3:17-19 
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From the Jewish side the church was exposed to the danger of legalism. From the Gentile 
side, to the danger of antinomianism, a doctrine which taught that the believer was under no 
law whatsoever. Adherence to this teaching often resulted in shipwreck of faith and purity. 

 
5. An exhortation to holiness - 3:20-21 

 
Believers are to maintain a heavenly walk, for they have a heavenly hope - a hope of 
glorification at the coming of the Lord. 

 
 Concluding Exhortations - Chapter 4 
 

1. Exhortations to: 
 

(a) Steadfastness - 4:1 
(b) Like-mindedness - 4:2 
(c) Co-operating with Christian workers - 4:3 
(d) Rejoicing - 4:4 
(e) Forbearance and gentleness - 4:5 
(f) Freedom from anxiety - 4:6-7 
(g) Holy-mindedness - 4:8 
(h) Practical Christianity - 4:9 

 
2. Thanks to the believers for their gifts - 4:10-20 

 
3. Salutations and benedictions  - 4:21-23 

 
Colossians 

 
The reason for Paul's writing to the Colossians was because there had been the 

introduction of erroneous teaching within the church and he seeks to correct their thinking. It 
seems that there had appeared in their midst a teacher who was propagating a doctrinal system 
that was a mixture of Jewish legalism and pagan philosophy. This pagan element in the teaching 
of false teachers at Colosse, known as Gnosticism, constituted the great danger to the faith of the 
saints at this church. 
 
  Who were the Gnostics? 
 

The Gnostics prided themselves on their possession of a wisdom far superior than that 
revealed in the sacred Scriptures . . . a wisdom which was the property of a favored few. 
["Gnositc" comes from a Greek word meaning "knowledge"] These Gnostics believed that all 
matter was inherently evil, and that, God, being holy, could not have created material substance 
of any kind. They claimed that angels were the creators of matter. They taught that a pure God 
could not have direct communication with sinful man, but that He communicated with them 
through a chain of intermediary [go-between] angels who formed, as it were, a ladder from earth 
to heaven. 
 

These Gnostics believed, "Flesh was essentially evil and God, being essentially holy, 
could have no communion with man " They believed, "It was impossible for the essentially holy 
to touch the essentially evil."  They taught that there was an infinite gulf between the two 
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[holiness and evil] and could not touch one another. This heresy had to devise some means 
whereby this gulf could be crossed, and by which the essentially holy God could come into 
communion with the essentially evil state in which mankind was dwelling. What could these 
Gnostics do?  
 

So their indoctrination went something like this: "Out of the 
essentially holy God there emanated a being slightly less holy, and 
then out of the second holy one there emanated a third one, less 
holy, still out of the third, a fourth, and so on . . . with increasing 
dilution of holiness, with divinity more and more drained, until one 
appeared (Jesus), who was so emptied of divinity and holiness, so 
nearly like man, that he could touch man." 

 
This infectious disease, Judaistic Gnosticism, taught that salvation could only be obtained 

through "wisdom," wisdom which they had acquired. They believed that God did not create the 
universe directly, but that he created it by creating a creature who, in turn created another, and, 
so on down the line until, Christ, who was just another of these creatures, came. 
 

These Gnostics also believed in "Asceticism" . . . [Dictionary: "Ascetic is a person who 
practices extreme self-denial or self-mortification for religious reasons; any person who abstains 
from the normal pleasures of life or denies himself material satisfaction"] . . . And, this extreme 
of asceticism brought on another extreme, licentiousness - unrestrained immorality. 

 
The Judaistic Gnosticism, whenever they considered Jesus, instinctively realized that He 

was Someone great, therefore, they include Jesus with others whom they felt were equally 
important. Like many today who would evaluate Jesus in the same category with Buddha, 
Moses, Socrates, and Muhammad. Like the Gnostics, they think of Jesus as someone important, 
but not central . . . Jesus' prestige is considerable, but not preeminent.   
 

Some of these Christians in Colosse, were taking this line of thought and, for them, forces 
of one sort of another were getting equal billing with Jesus. Paul writes to them in an attempt to 
restore Jesus, the Messiah, to the center of their lives. 
 

It is clear that this heresy dwelt a blow to the sovereignty, deity and mediatorship of 
Christ Jesus, and placed Him in the same class as mediating angels. Paul meets this error by 
showing that Jesus, instead of being a mere intermediary angel, is the Creator of the universe, the 
Creator of the angels themselves. He exalts Jesus to His God-appointed place as Head of the 
universe, and the one mediator reconciling the entire creation to God. 
 

The Christians at Colosse, having head of Paul's imprisonment, sent Epaphras, their 
minister to inform the apostle concerning their state (1:7-8). From Epaphras Paul learned that 
false teachers were trying to supplement the Christian faith by a doctrine which was a mixture of 
Judaism and heathen philosophy. Paul writes this epistle to combat this error. 
 

Introduction: Greetings - Chapter 1:1-12 
 

1. Paul's greeting - 1:1-2 
 
2. Paul's Thanksgiving - 1:3-8 
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Paul thanks God for the love and fruitfulness of the Colossian church, which was 
made known to him by Epaphras, the minister, and the founder of the church. 

 
3. Paul's prayer - 1:9-12 

 
Explanation: True Doctrine Declared - Chapters 1:13 through 2:3 

 
1. The person and position of Christ - 1:14-19 
 

(a) Christ is our Redeemer because of His atoning blood - 1:13-14 
 

(b) Christ is the head of the natural creation - the universe  
                                         - because He is its Creator - 1:15-17 
 

(c) Christ is the head of the spiritual creation - the Church  
               - because as the resurrected One He brought it into being - 1:18 
 

(d) Christ is the pre-eminent One, because in Him dwells the fullness  
            of the divine powers and attributes - 1:19 
 
2. The work of Christ - a work of reconciliation - 1:20 to 2:3 
 

(a) The full extent of the reconciliation - the entire universe,  
              material as well as spiritual - 1:20 
 

(b) The subjects of the reconciliation - those who were once enemies of God 
            - 1:21 

 
(c) The purpose of the reconciliation - that men may be presented holy,  

             flawless and irreproachable in the sight of God - 1:22 
 

(d) The condition for the full consummation of the reconciliation  
       - a continuance in the faith - 1:23 
 

(e) The minister of the message of reconciliation - Paul - 1:24 to 2:3 
 

Paul, by his sufferings, is filling up the measure of Christ's sufferings. [In a sense Christ still 
suffers through the persecuted members of His body on earth,  His Church (Acts 9:4).] Paul's 
ministry was to reveal the great mystery of the ages . . . namely, that Christ is in them, the hope 
of glory. This explains Paul's interest for the Colossians though he has never seen them (2:1-3). 
 

Refutation: False Doctrine Exposed - Chapter 2:4-23 
 

Paul warns the Colossians not to be led astray by the false reasoning of philosophers (2:4-
7), because in Christ they have the fullness of divine revelation (2:3). Paul wants against the 
following errors. 

 
1. Gnosticism - 2:8-10 



Through the New Testament – Book by Book 
 

45

 
The believers are to beware of being entrapped by the arguments of human 

philosophy, which is simply the mainspring of worldly knowledge (2:8). They have no need 
of further perfection of the so-called "higher knowledge" of the Gnostics, for as Christians 
they are filled with the fullness of Him in whom dwells all the fullness of the Godhead in 
bodily form, and who is the head of all angelic powers. 

 
2. Legalism - 2:11-17 

 
In these verses Paul shows: 
 
(a) The believer's relation to the rite of circumcision (2:11-12). They have under- 

gone a "spiritual circumcision," which represents a death to the sins of the body, which 
death is outwardly expressed by the Christian ordinance of water baptism. 

 
(b) Their relation to the moral law (2:13-15). Dead in trespasses and sins, they were 

condemned by the Law, but Christ, by His death, paid the penalty of the Law and 
cancelled the debt against them. (Compare Galatians 3:13-14) 

 
(c) Their relation to the ceremonial law - 2:15-16. The feasts, holy days and other  

Jewish ceremonial observances were types and shadows pointing forward to Christ. Since 
Christ came and fulfilled the types, they are unnecessary. The  Christian is not bound to 
observe Jewish holy days or feasts. 

 
3. A false mysticism - 2:18-19 

 
Mysticism is the teaching that, by direct communion with God, a deeper knowledge of 

divine truths may be acquired, than what may be found in Scripture. Believers are not to be 
deceived by those who teach that they received divine messages from angels, and who base 
their doctrine upon fancied revelations from the other world. 

 
4. Asceticism - 2:20-23 

 
By asceticism we mean that doctrine which teaches that mortification of body and the 

renunciation of physical comforts are necessary to holiness. Those prohibitions against tasting 
certain foods and enjoying physical comforts are simply "man-made" rules for the attainment 
of holiness (2:21-22). These restrictions though leading a show of humility and piety to those 
practicing them, cannot in themselves mortify the deeds of the flesh (2:23). The Christ does 
not need these prohibitions, because he has died to sin and is living a new life with Christ 
(2:20). 

 
Exhortation: Holy Conduct Required - Chapters 3:1 through 4:6 

 
1. The believer's union with Christ, and his conduct in view of this fact - 3:1-4 
 
2. Death to the "old man" - the putting off of lusts of the lower nature - 3:5-9 

 
3. The putting on of the "new man" - the cultivating of the graces and virtues of the new life in             

 Christ Jesus - 3:10-17 
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4. Admonitions to the family - 3:18 through 4:1 
 
5. Concluding exhortations - 4:2-6 
 

Conclusion: Salutations - Chapter 4:7-18 
 

1. The mission of Tychicus and Oneimus - 4:7-9 
 
2. Salutations from different individuals - 4:10-14 
 
3. Salutations from Paul - 4:15-17 
 
4. Benediction - 4:18 
  

1 Thessalonians 
 

In Paul's day, Thessalonica was the prominent seaport and the capital of the Roman 
province of Macedonia. The prosperous city was located on the "Via Egnatia," the main road 
from Rome to the East, within sight of Mount Olympus, legendary home of the Greek pantheon.  
 

Paul's first letter to the Thessalonian Church was written from Corinth about 53 A.D. The 
historical background of the Church at Thessalonica is given in Acts 17:1-14. 
 

In reading this epistle one notices that there is one theme that stands out above all others - 
the Second Coming of Jesus Christ! In fact, each chapter end with a reference to this glorious 
event. Paul deals with this truth more in its practical than doctrinal aspect, applying it directly to 
the attitude and life of the believer. 
 

Paul writes First Thessalonians for the following purposes: 
 

1. To comfort the believers during persecution - 3:1-5 
 
2. To comfort them concerning some of their dead who had died in the faith - 

4:13. The Thessalonians feared that the departed ones would not be able to 
witness the joy of being here when Christ's returned to earth. 
 

3. It seemed that some, in expectation of the Lord's soon coming had fallen          
into the error of supposing that it, because Christ's return was so soon, it was     
not necessary to do the work   of the Church - 4:11-12 
 

Chapter 1 - An inspiring hope for the young convert 
 
Chapter 2 - An encouraging hope for the faithful servant 
 
Chapter 3:1 through 4:12 - A purifying hope for the believer 
 
Chapter 4:13-14 - A comforting hope for the bereaved 
 
Chapter 5 - A rousing hope for the sleepy Christians 
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Chapter 1 - Paul teaches this young church six major doctrines - setting the example that                       
                     the new Christian should be taught some sound doctrine, namely: 

 
1. Election - 1:4  
2. Holy Spirit - 1:5-6 
3. Assurance - 1:5 
4. Trinity - 1:1 and 5-6 
5. Conversion - 1:9 
6. Second coming of Christ - 1:10 
 

 
Paul presses the theme, "the coming of the Lord" from the first to the last of this letter. 

Each of the five Chapters ends with a reference to the Lord's return. Notice verse 10 of this first 
Chapter, "Wait for the Son  from heaven, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come . 
. . [Tribulation]" . . . We are NOT to wait for the wrath but for Christ! 
 

Chapter 2 - A backward look is continued as Paul talks about himself and Silas and    
                    Timothy. In verse 16 we have the MOTIVE and METHOD of Paul. He was  
                    there less than one month and: 

 
• It was not in "vain" (that is, it was not without results) - verse 1 
• They were "bold" in spite of "contention" (conflict) - verse 2 
• Our preaching was not "deceit" - (error) - verse 3 
• They were approved of God - verse 4 
• Paul used to "flattering words" - verse 5 
• Paul sought no glory from men - verse 6 

 
Verses 7 through 12 reveals the CONDUCT ministers should have: 
 

• "gentle as a nursing mother" (a mother's love) - verse 7 
• "affectionately" Paul loved them that way - verse 8 
• "laboring night and day" (no waste of time) - verse 9  
• "unblamably" - (Paul sats the example - verse 10 
• "exhorted" (helped) "Comforted" "charged" (cautioned) 
                                As a father does his children 

 
Verses 13 through 16 - the MESSAGE  of Paul and Silas and Timothy 
 

• "The Word of God, received as truth and it works in you" - verse 13 
• The churches in Judea had suffered, so would they - verse 13 
• Paul identified those that killed  Christ and the prophets as the same as                 
those persecuting him and forbidding him to preach - verses 15-16 
 

Verses 17 through 20 reveals the REWARD of a Christian 
 
• Paul desired to see them again in Thessalonica - verse 17 
• Satan hindered him (kept him from going) - verse 18 
• "Crown of rejoicing" given as a reward for those who win others - verse 19  
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• Paul's joy was to know they would meet Christ as His coming 
 

Chapters 4 - A forward look showing how one should live 
 

1. The believer's walk and hope - Chapter 4 
 

In the first 12 verses, Paul urges purity in one's Christian life. "The will of God 
is your sanctification' (4:3). [Sanctification is a separation FROM evil and a 
consecration UNTO righteousness. It is the complete work of God, when He 
glorifies the believer at the coming of Christ] (3:13).  
 

"Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's 
will for you in Christ Jesus." 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

 
Note verses 11-12 - "Study to be quiet . . . mind your own business . . . work 
with your own hands . . . that ye may walk honestly." 
 
Verses 13 through 18 is one of the most profound of all Scriptures. Paul covers 
the Rapture, but his purpose here is to answer the question about believers who 
die before the rapture takes place. 

 
Chapter 5 -  Therefore, awake and do . . . 

 
The first part of Chapter 5 explains the fact that the "Day of the Lord 

comes as a thief in the night." the world will think it is entering the millennium, 
but in reality they are entering "sudden destruction" (5:3).  

 
We are the children of light - verse 5 (see Philippians 2:15, as well)   

 
"God hath not appointed us to wrath." - verse 9 

                                          - The Church will not be on earth during the Great Tribulation!  
 

Beginning with verse 11, and continuing to the end of the 5th Chapter, 
Paul lists 22 things that Christians should do: 

 
1. Verse 11, "Encourage one  another" 
2. Verse 11, "Edify one another" 
3. Verse 12, "Respect those over you" 
4. Verse 13, "Esteem the minister" 
5. Verse 13, "Be at peace" 
6. Verse 14, "Warn the unruly." 
7. Verse 14, "Comfort the faint-hearted" 
8. Verse 14, "Support the weak" 
9. Verse 14, "Be patient toward all men" 
10. Verse 15, "Don't fight one another." 
11. Verse 15, "Follow that which is good" 
 
12. Verse 16, "Rejoice always." 
13. Verse 17 "Pray without ceasing" 

14. Verse 18, "In everything give thanks 
15. Verse 19, "Quench not the Spirit 
16. Verse 20, "Despise not the Word" 
17. Verse 21, "Prove all thinks" 
18. Verse 21, "Hold fast that which is good" 
19. Verse 22, "Avoid all evil" 
20. Verse 25, "Pray for us" 
21. Verse 26, "Great with a holy kiss" 
22. Verse 27, "This epistle be red to all."
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 These are 22 commandments for every one of us to perform as we wait for Christ's return 
to earth! 

2 Thessalonians 
 

A short while after had written his first epistle to the Thessalonians, actually only a few 
months, Paul received word that there were those who misunderstood his first letter. The report 
came back to Paul that the rapture of the Church had already taken place. Evidently the reason 
for this belief by some was because of the persecution many of them were going through. as a 
result of the persecution they were suffering it caused some of them to believe they were living 
in the judgment of the "day of the Lord." 
 

 
The words "the day of Christ" in 2:2 is an unfortunate 
translation and should read, "the day of the Lord." The words 
"day of the Lord" refer to that period of time during which God 
will deal in judgment with Israel and the nations., which period 
will be one of Great Tribulation [Joel 1:15; 2:1-12; 3:14; Isaiah 
2:10-22. Acts 2:20 and 2 Peter 3:10 also refer to this day.] 

 
Some these believers at Thessalonica, misunderstanding Paul's first letter, thought that 

"the day of the Lord" had already come and that they had missed the "rapture," which Paul spoke 
of in his first letter to the Thessalonians (4:13-18). 
 

This epistle was written to: 
 

1. Comfort believers during a new outbreak of persecution - 1:4 
 
2. Correct a false teaching of the effect that "the day of the Lord" had already  

come - 2:1. The severe persecutions had led some to believe that the Great 
Tribulation had begun.         
 

3. To warn some who were walking disorderly - 3:6 
 

The contents of this epistle censers around the teaching of the Second Coming of Jesus 
Christ in relation to: 
 

1:1-7 - Persecuted Believers  
1:8-12 - The Unrepentant 
2:1-12 -  Two events which must take place before "the day of the Lord" is revealed 
2:13-3:18 - Service 
 
Paul begins this epistle with his usual salutation (1:1-2). He thanks God for the fact that 

the believers were growing in grace and love (1:3), and commends them for their patience in 
persecution (1:4). Their patience in these persecutions shows that they believe that God's justice 
will finally prevail (1:5), when the wicked will suffer (1:6), and the righteous- ness will be given 
rest (1:7). This will take place after that Christ has taken away His people (1:10). 
  

Chapter 2 is the heart of the epistle! 
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There was great consternation among the believers, who were fearful that they had 
missed the rapture about which Paul has spoken in the first epistle. To correct the false belief 
Paul reveals an outline of events that must take place before "the day of the Lord" can take place. 
 

Paul starts this second Chapter by saying,  
 

"Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and by our 
That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter
the Lord is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any means for that day shall not come, except t
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition." (2:1-3). 

 
There are some truths concerning this passage of Scripture that is important for the 

student to understand. First, Paul states that he wants to make clear the difference between "the 
coming of Christ when He returns at `the day of the Lord,'" and "our gathering together unto 
Him" [The Rapture of the Church]. Paul says, "Don't be shaken in mind, thinking that `the day of 
the Lord' is at hand." He clearly states that there are two events which must take place before 
"that day of the Lord will be at hand"  

 
There must be "a falling away" and, 
"the man of sin must be revealed." 

 
I, of course, realize the popular teaching that this "falling away," referred to here, is a 

spiritual falling away, that is, many will spiritual fall away from sound doctrine. However, we 
must keep in mind the purpose Paul is writing this second letter to the Thessalonians. It is to 
clear up their misunderstanding and confusion concerning just when "the day of the Lord" would 
be "at hand." Paul states that two things must take place before "the day of the Lord" could 
arrive, namely "the falling away" and "the man of sin revealed." 

 
The Greek word which is translated, "falling away," here is "apostasia," and its correct 

meaning is: "to cause to withdraw . . . to go away . . . to depart . . . to withdraw from." This 
Greek word is found 15 times in the New Testament and is translated 11 times as "to depart." 
And, because this Greek word "apostasia" is preceded by a definite article, it designates a 
particular departure - one that was known by Paul and the recipients of this letter. Instead of 
attempting to "spiritualize" the departure spoken of here, saying it means "falling away from true 
doctrine," why not read it in its context. The framework of this "falling away" is that a 
departure was to take place before "the day of the Lord," could occur.  

 
 What "departure" could Paul be referring to? 
 

Since "the departure" of the church . . . [the rapture] . . .  is referred to in verse 2 and 
again, in verse 7, then, it certainly would seem that, in the context of this Scripture, this Greek 
word "departure" must refer to "the departure of the Church."  

 
Paul says that two things must take place before "the day of the Lord" can come: 

 
1. The "falling away," - and - 2. The revealing of the "man of sin." 

 
Having revealed that the "falling away" must take place before "the day of the Lord,"  

can come, Paul then states, in verses 7 and 8,  



Through the New Testament – Book by Book 
 

51

"For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let until he be tak
shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, 
brightness of His coming." 

 
Satan's work was then already taking place, however, "He who now letteth . . . [restrains 

Satan's work . . . holds it in check] . . . will let . . . [continue to resist] . . . until he be taken out of 
the way." 

 
The personal pronoun "he" refers to the Holy Spirit's work operating through every 

believer . . . [the Church] . . . who is a temple of the Holy Spirit. When the Church's influence by 
the power of the Holy Spirit is "taken out of the way" then, "the Wicked one will be revealed, 
whom the Lord will destroy when He returns in the day of the Lord." 

 
This "man of sin . . . the Wicked one," is a person, not a system. Note in verses 3 and 4, 

the personal pronouns: "man, "he," "himself," and "son of perdition." 
 

Other translations of verse 7, translates "the Wicked one" as, "Wickedness Incarnate"  
. . ."embodiment of disobedience" . . . and . . . representative of lawlessness." This "man of sin" is 
the Anti-Christ,. the world dictator during the Tribulation period. He actually attempts to 
assume the place of God, as God in the holy Temple. He is "the little horn of Daniel" of Daniel 
7:8 and 8:9 . . . "the willful king" of Daniel 11:36, "the Anti-Christ" of 1 John 2:18 
 . . . and . . . "the beast out of the sea" in Revelation 13:1-10. 
 

Therefore, in the context of 2 Thessalonians, what Paul is relating is that "two things must 
transpire before the day of the Lord can take place: (1) the departure of the true Church, and (2) 
the Anti-Christ revealed." 
 
 Chapter 3 gives instructions to believers. It contains various admonishments that don't  
require any explanation. 
 

In this third Chapter Paul passes out some instructions in a firm and loving manner. He 
uses the word "command" four times - (verses 4, 6, 10 and 12), Paul desires that "the Word of the 
Lord may have free course" - in order that the Lord can direct their hearts so that they will do the 
Lord's will (verses 1-4). They were to wait patiently for the coming of the Lord - (verse 5). The 
believer should not associate with the disorderly, but rather, follow the example Paul had given 
(verses 6-7).  
 

The last section (verses 8-18) Paul stresses the needs of everyday life. He mentions, also, 
"if you don't work, you won't eat" (verse 10). 

 
1 Timothy 

 
This epistle of First Timothy begins the first of what is known as "the Pastoral Epistles." 

The other two being "2 Timothy and Titus." They are called "Pastor Epistle" because they were 
addressed to ministers for the purpose of instructing them in church government. 
 

Timothy was serving the Ephesian Church when Paul wrote this first epistle to him. Paul 
wrote this letter after his release from prison in Rome for the first time.  
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 [The epistle known as "Second Timothy" was written during Paul's second imprisonment in 
Rome.] 
 

It is believed that Paul visited Spain right after his release from the Roman prison 
following his first imprisonment (Romans 15:24). He then sailed to Miletus and come to Colosse 
(Philemon 1:22). From there, evidently, he went to Ephesus where he left Timothy to take charge 
of the church, which was jeopardized by false teaching. Passing north, Paul came to Troas where 
he took ship for Macedonia (1 Timothy 1:3). From Macedonia Paul wrote the epistle to instruct 
Timothy concerning his duties and also to encourage him, because it seems evident that the 
young minister was of a sensitive and retiring disposition, and consequently inclined to be 
backward in asserting his authority.  
 

Timothy is one of the most devoted Christians in the New Testament. He was Paul's 
closest friend to the very end. Paul calls him a "man of God" (1 Timothy 6:11). His name appears 
24 times in the New Testament - [Acts 16:1; 17:14-15; 18:5; Romans 16:21; 1 Corinthians 4:17; 
2 Corinthians 1:1 and 9 and Philippians 1:1, just to name a few.] 
 

Timothy was a native of Derbe (Acts 16:1), the son of a Gentile father and a Jewish 
mother (Acts 16:1-3). His mother and grandmother are mentioned by name in 2 Timothy 1:5 
("Eunice" and "Lois"). Paul was 35 years old when Timothy was born, which means that at the 
time of the writing of this epistle, Paul was twice Timothy's age. 
 

From his childhood, Timothy was  taught the Old Testament Scriptures by his mother (2 
Timothy 1:5 and 3:15). His name means "honored by God." He was highly recommended by the 
Christians in and around Derbe to Paul, and Paul responded and accepted him as a co-laborer 
(Acts 16:1-2). Timothy was ordained to the ministry of the Word (Acts 16:3-5). 
 

Paul writes to instruct Timothy in the duties of his office, to encourage him, and to warn 
him against false teachers. 
 
 Chapter 1 - Sound Doctrine 
 

1. Salutation - 1:1-2 
 
2. Timothy's special work at Ephesus - 1:3-11 
 

Timothy was to contend for sound doctrine. The church was menaced by the 
following errors: 
 
(a) Gnosticism (1:4) The theories and endless genealogies of Gnosticism  

(genealogies of celestial powers and of mediating angels) simply led to 
useless speculation. 
 
(b) Legalism (1:5-11) The object of Paul's charge ("the end of the 
commandment") is to teach love springing from a pure conscience and 
genuine faith (1:5). But some have swerved from the principle of love as 
the ruling power in the believer's life. They had been teaching justification 
by the law, although they have no qualification as teachers (1:6-7). They 
were ignorant of the fact that the law was not intended for those in whose 
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hearts it is written; but its purpose is to awaken the conscience of sinners 
(1:8-11). 

 
3. Paul's testimony - 1:12-17 

 
The chief of sinners had become the chief of saints; the blasphemer had 
become the preacher; the destroyer of the church had become it's builder. Unto 
him, the chiefest of sinners, was mercy shown, in order that he might be a 
living example of God's mercy. 

 
4. The charge to Timothy - 1:18-20 

 
The exhortation of verse 5 is repeated, enforced by two facts: 
 
(a) The remainder of the prophecies that had been uttered at his ordination           
(Compare 1 Timothy 1:8 with Acts 31:1-2). 
 
(b) The warning drawn from the doctrinal shipwreck of two teachers whom         
Paul had excommunicated (1:19-20). 

 
Public Prayer - Chapter 2 

1. For whom to pray. 
 

Christians are to pray for all men, especially those in authority - 2:1-7 
 

2. The attitude of mean and women in public prayer - 2:8-14 
 

(a) The men are to pray, lifting up hands without resentment, and having hearts free from         
        secret grudges and unbelief - 2:8 
 
(b) Women also should pray to God in like manner as the men (2:8), and being properly  
      attired and modest in appearance (2:9-10).  

 
(c) Women were not to dictate to man, but exercise their right to teach,         

prophecy (preach), pray, and do other things under the authority of men - (2:11-14). 
[Also compare: 1 Corinthians 11: & 13; 14:34-35; Acts 16:-21; 21:9: Joel 2:28-32] 

 
 
3. "Saved through childbearing." 

 
           There are different views concerning the meaning of 1 Timothy 2:15: 
 

(a) A woman will be preserved through . . . [get safely through] . . . child bearing if she  
      continues to abide in faith, love, purity and good judgment. 

 
         (b) Others believe that this verse has the meaning that, "As a result of Eve's  
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sin, God sent pain and sorrow to women in childbirth, however, that does not mean that 
God will not save them. He has promised to save them, as they abandon their faith, love, 
purity and good judgment." 

Ministerial Qualifications - Chapter 3:1-13 
 
1. Necessary qualifications for bishops - [overseer, elder, or pastor] - 3:1-7 
 

The local churches of Paul's time, had leaders who were called "bishops." 
These are mentioned in Acts 20:28; Titus 1:5-7; 1 Peter 5:1-3 and Philippians 1:1. 
 
Each church came to lead by an "elder" or "bishop" . . . [today we would call them "pastors"] . 
. . in co-operation with deacons. 
 

2. The necessary qualification for deacons - 3:8-13 
 

 The deacons were those entrusted with the temporal affairs of the church, such as the 
  handling of funds, etc. 
 

False Doctrine - 3:14 through 4:11 
 
1. The purpose of Paul's instructions is now mentioned in the verses that form    

the key to the epistle - 3:14-15. 
 
It is that Timothy may know how to act in all matters pertaining to the house of God, which is 
he church of the living God and the repository of the truth. 
 

2. The mystery of godliness - 3:16 
 

"Great" is the mystery of godliness, meaning "divine fullness" (John 1:16-17; Ephesians 3:19; 
Colossians 1:19 and 2:9). 
 
This truth, of which the church is the guardian, is "the mystery of godliness," and comprises: 
 
(a) Christ's incarnation: "God was manifest in the flesh." [Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7;  

Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-56; 2:1-39; John 1:14; Romans 8:3; Galatians 4:4; Hebrews 
1:5-6 and 2:6-18.] 
 

(b) Christ's resurrection: "justified in the Spirit" Divine vindication. The 
world by crucifying Christ declared Him unrighteous: God, by raising Him from the dead 
declared Him righteous (justified Him). [Acts 2:22-28, 36; 3:14-18; Romans 1:3-4; 
Ephesians 1:20-23; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:15-24; 2:14-17; Hebrews 1:3-9; 2:5-
18 and 1 Peter 3:22.] 
 

(c) Christ's manifestation: "seen of angels" Divine revelation 
     [1 Corinthians 4:9; Ephesians 3:9-10;1 Peter 1:10-12] 
 
(d) Christ's proclamation: "preached unto the Gentiles." Divine inclusion 
      [1 Corinthians 12:13; Galatians 3:28; Ephesians 2:11-18; 3:1-6; Colossians 3:11] 
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(e) Christ's acceptation: "believed on in the world." Divine propagation 
      [Matthew 4:24-24; 9:35; Luke 4:16-19; Ephesians 2:17] 
 
(f) Christ's exaltation: "received up into glory." Divine ascension and exaltation  
      [Luke 24:51; Ephesians 1:20-23; Philippians 2:9-11] 
 

These divine phases of "the mystery of godliness" form one complete whole concerning the 
redemption of all things. No single part is now a mystery, for all have been made clear by 
many Scriptures. 

 
3. In contrast to the "mystery of godliness, " Paul mentions the "mystery of ungodliness" - 4:1-5 
 

In the last days there will be an apostasy from the faith (4:1) 
 

 
In Paul's day "apostasy" was represented by the Gnostic heresy. Notice 
that Paul lists the features of their false doctrine in this pastoral epistles: 
 

(1) The claim to superior knowledge, insight and illumination 
(2) A counterfeit religion with profitless and barren supposition 
(3) A practical lawlessness 
(4) Cauterizing the conscience with a hot iron 
(5) An allegorical [spiritualizing] interpretation of Scripture 
(6) Explaining away the resurrection, the spirit world, etc. 
(7) An empty form of godliness in which words took the place of works 
(8) A compromise between God and Mannon reducing godliness to a  
      matter of worldly gain 
(9) A pretense of superior sanctity that licensed even flagrant sins by    
      profession of a pure motive 

 
4. Timothy's attitude toward erroneous teaching (4:6-11) 

 
Timothy was to avoid religious theories and speculations that teach a fruitless asceticism [a 
person who practices extreme self-denial]. Bodily exercise (in a religious sense,) such as 
fasting and abstaining from certain foods, may have a limited temporal value, but Godliness is 
profitable for all things both in time and eternity (4:7-11). 
 

Pastoral Instructions - 4:12 through 6:2 
 

1. Instructions relation to Timothy himself - 4:12-16 
 
2. Instructions relating to different classes in the church: 
 

(a) Old and young men and old and young women - 5:1-2 
 
(b) Widows - 5:3-16 
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It was custom of the early church to care for destitute widows (Acts 6:1. Timothy is 
instructed to see to the support of these widows who are needy and who are of blameless 
character (5:3-8).  
 
The widows mentioned in verses 9-10 had certain qualifications: 
 

1. No children of descendants (5:4) 
2. Desolate and in need (5:5) 
3. Trusting in God (5:5) 
4. Living in daily prayer (5:5) 
5. Not a pleasure seeker (5:6)  
6. Blameless in life and conduct (5:7) 
7. At least 60 years old (5:9) 
8. Not often married and divorced (5:9)  
9. Her reputation one of good works (5:10) 
10. She has brought up children (5:10) 
11. She has been hospitable (5:10) 
12. She has served saints (5:10) 
13. She has relieved suffering (5:10) 
14. She has followed every good work (5:10) 

 
(c) Elders - 5:17-25 

 
Those elders who governed well and who taught were to receive generous remuneration 
(5:17-18). Any association brought against them which could not be substantiated by two 
or more witnesses was to be ignored (5:19). Where it is proved that an elder has been guilty 
of gross sin, he is to be rebuked publicly (5:20). Timothy is not to be hasty in ordaining 
elders (5:22). To lay hands on a man is to identify himself with his sin. Timothy is to 
exercise caution in ordaining elders, for though the sins and failings of some men are 
apparent, in others they do not come immediately to light (5:24-25). 

 
(d) Slaves (6:1-2) 

 
Slaves are to perform conscientious service whether  their masters be Christians or non-
unbelievers. 

 
Concluding Exhortations - 6:3-21 

Timothy is exhorted . . .  
 

1. To separate himself from those false teachers who  teach contrary to Paul's  
          doctrine, and who suppose that religion is for the purpose of material gain (6:3-10). 

 
2. To flee the love of money and to follow after true riches which consist of Christian virtues  
    (6:11) 
 
3. To fight in the glorious struggle for the faith and to grasp the prize of life eternal (6:12). 
 
4. To keep Paul's charge to him flawless and irreproachable (6:13-16). 
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5. To charge the rich not to trust in their wealth but in God who is the Owner of all things;                   
            and to so use their money here as to bring for them interest throughout eternity (6:17-19)  
 

6. To guard the sacred trust, avoiding the philosophic theories of Gnosticism (6:20-21). 
 

2 Timothy 
 

This second epistle to Timothy was written from the Mamertine Prison in Rome. One 
sees that this letter is one of Paul's most personal letter, revealing his thoughts and feelings.  
 

After Paul left Titus at Crete, he sailed north intending to pass on to Nicopolis by the way 
of Troas and Macedonia (Titus 3:12) Trophimus, his traveling companion, fell sick on the 
voyage, and was left at Miletus (2 Timothy 4:20). Sailing to Troas Paul stayed in the house of 
one name Carpus. It was about this time that persecution arose against the Christians, instigated 
by the emperor Nero, who . . . (according to history) . . . burned Rome, and accused the 
Christians of doing it. Paul, the acknowledged leader of the Christians, was  arrested at Troas, 
and so sudden must his arrest have been that some of his belongings were left behind (2 Timothy 
4:13). On arriving at Rome, Paul was placed in close confinement.  
 

Paul knows as he writes this final epistle that he days on earth are quickly drawing to a 
close. About to relinquish his heavy burdens, the godly apostle seeks to challenge and strengthen 
his somewhat timid but faithful associate, Timothy, in his difficult ministry in Ephesus, In spite 
of Paul's bleak circumstances, this is a letter of encouragement that urges Timothy on to 
steadfastness in the fulfillment of his divinely appointed task.  
 

Knowing that his martyrdom was approaching, he wrote this, his last letter to Timothy, 
asking him to come to Rome to visit him.  Paul was sorely in need of his son in the faith, for 
those in Asia who should have supported him had deserted him - because of the recent 
persecution, most of the Christians were afraid to befriend him. Knowing that the timidity of 
Timothy's disposition might cause him to shrink from the risk of persecution that a visit to Rome 
might entail, Paul exhorts him not to fear persecution, nor to be ashamed of him, but to be bold 
in his testimony and to endure hardness like a good soldier of Jesus Christ. He also advises him 
as to his attitude toward false teachers and their doctrines. 
 

Paul calls Timothy a "good solider of Jesus Christ" (2:3), and it is clear from the sharp 
imperatives that this letter is really a combat manual for use in the spiritual warfare: "stir up" 
(1:6) . . . "Be not ashamed" (1:8 &12) . . . "be thou partaker of the afflictions" (1:8) . . . Hold 
fast...sound words" (1:13) . . ."be strong" (2:1) . . . "endure hardness" (2:3) . . . "Study to shew 
thyself approved" (2:15) . . . "Flee...follow" (2:22) . . . "avoid" (2:23) . . . "be thou ware [on 
guard] (4:15). Central to everything in Second Timothy is the sure foundation of the Word of 
God. Paul focuses on the need to persevere in present testing (Chapters 1 and 2), and to endure in 
future testing (Chapters 3 and 4). 
 

Keep in mind, as we study Second Timothy, that this epistle was written shortly before 
Paul's martyrdom at Rome. Paul writes to request Timothy's presence to see him . . . to warn him 
against false teachers . . . to encourage him in his duties . . . and . . . to strengthen him against 
coming persecution. 
 
 Introduction - 1:1-5 
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1. Paul's calling - an apostle appointed by God's will to proclaim the promise  

of life centered in Christ Jesus - (1:1). 
 

2. Paul's greeting to Timothy - (1:2) 
 
3. Paul's ceaseless prayer for Timothy - (1:3) 

 
4. Paul's desire to see Timothy again, remembering his tears at their last parting 

   - (1:4) 
 
5. Paul's memories - the unfeigned faith of Timothy, a faith that first had its         

home in the heart of his mother and grandmother - (1:5) 
 

Exhortations in View of the Coming Suffering and Persecution - 1:6 through 2:13 
 

Paul exhorts Timothy: 
 

1. To stir up - kindle into a living flame - the gift of God which was bestowed  
upon him at his ordination, and to put away the spirit of cowardice as 
inconsistent with the spirit of that gift - (1:6-7). 

 
2. To be bold in the face of persecution - (1:8-11). 
 
3. To hold fast the trust committed to him by the power of the indwelling            

Spirit - (1:13-14). 
 
4. To recognize the attitude that believers were taking toward the apostle: 
 

(a) Some like those of Asia, were forsaking him (1:15). 
 
(b) Others like Onesiphorus were supporting him - (1:16-18). 

 
5. To be strong in the power of God's grace - (2:1) 
 
6. To commit to others the instructions he had received from Paul - (2:2). 

 
7. To be ready to face hardship . . .  

 
(a) Like a soldier, yielding whole-hearted service - (2:3-4). 
 
(b) Like an athlete, abiding by the rules of the game - (2:5). 
 
(c) Like a farmer, receiving the reward of patient toil - (2:6-7). 

 
8. To remember two facts: 

 
(a) The gospel of the risen Christ, which enables Paul to endure suffering          

for the elects' sake - (2:8-10) 
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(b) The faithful saying - to suffer with Christ is to reign with Him; to deny           

Him is to suffer loss - (2:11-13). 
 

Exhortations in View of Present Apostasy - Chapter 2:14-26 
 

Timothy exhorted: 
 

1. To urge Christians to avoid idle discussions - (2:14). 
 
2. To be a true teacher of the Word of God, avoiding the empty, irreverent talk     

of false teachers - (2:15-21). 
 
3. To flee, not only evil doctrine, but also evil living; to follow, not only true       

doctrine, but also true living - (2:22). 
 
4. To avoid foolish and superficial speculations that cause contentions, and           

which hinder the work of a preacher - (2:24-26). 
 

Exhortations in View of Future Apostasy - Chapters 3:1 through 4:8 
 

Timothy exhorted: 
1. To avoid false teaches for . . .  
 

(a) In the future there will arise an empty profession of religion, combining                               
an utter lack of power with a low moral standard - (3:1-5). 

 
(b) The ministers of this religion will be characterized by their lack of               

principle and opposition to the truth (3:6-9). 
 
2. To abide loyally by his convictions, remembering: 
 

(a) The lesson that suffering is the Christian's lot in this world, as illustrated        
by Paul's example - (3:11-13).  

 
(b) The lessons learned from Paul's holy life - 3:10 and 14). 

 
(c) The lessons he had learned from the Holy Scriptures - 3:16-17). 

 
3. To do his full duty as an evangelist, preaching the Word with tireless  

patience, adopting his teaching to every capacity, preaching, pleading, and 
reproving, whether the opportunities seem favorable or unfavorable (4:1-2)  

 
He is to do this for two reasons: 
 
(a) The people in the future, will grow impatient of sound teaching and reject it - (4:3-4) 
 
(b) Paul's ministry is about to close; he is trusting Timothy to continue his work as far as he is 

able - (4:5-6) 
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Conclusion - Chapter 4:9-22 

 
1. An urgent request (4:9-10).  
 

Like the message of an aged and dying father to his only son, comes Paul's request to 
Timothy. "Do try hard to come to me - very soon" (4:9). Paul is lonely. Demas had forsaken 
him; the others are absent on various missions; only Luke is with him. 
 

2. Special instructions - (4:11-13). 
 

(a) Timothy is to bring Mark, who had proved himself worthy of Paul's confidence - (4:11). 
 
(b) Timothy was to bring his cloak, books and parchments (4:13). 
 

Paul must have been in a fireless cell, and facing a cold winter.  
 

3. A bitter opponent - (4:14-15) 
 

Timothy is warned against Alexander, perhaps one who had testified against Paul in court 
 

4. Paul's trial and first defense - (4:16-17) 
 

Paul's second imprisonment was more rigorous than his first. During the first 
imprisonment he had his own hired house; during the second, he was kept in close 
confinement. During the first he was surrounded by his friends; during his second, he was 
almost alone. In the first he was expecting a speedy release; in the second, he was looking 
forward to death. He was evidently arraigned on a serious charge, probably that of being one 
of the chief instigators of the burning of Rome.  

 
This alteration of the treatment of Paul exactly corresponds with that which the 

history of the times would have led us to expect. We have concluded that his liberation took 
place early in 63 A.D., he was therefore far distant from Rome when the first imperial 
persecution of Christianity broke out, in consequence of the great fire in the following year. 
When the alarm and indignation of the people were which burnt down almost half of the 
city, it answered the purpose of Nero . . .  [who was accused of causing the fire] . . . to avert 
the rage of the populace from himself to the already hated votaries of a new religion. 
Tacitus, a Roman historian, describes the success of their expedient, and relates the 
sufferings of the Christian martyrs, who were put to death with circumstances of the most 
aggravated cruelty. Some were crucified; some disguised in the robes of beasts, and hunted 
to death with dogs; some were wrapped with ropes impregnated with inflammable materials, 
and set on fire at night, that they might serve to illuminate the circus of the Vatican and the 
gardens of Nero, where this diabolical monster exhibited the agonies of his victims to the 
public, and gloated over them himself, mixing among the spectators in the costume of a 
charioteer. Brutalized as the Romans were by the spectacle of human combats in the 
amphitheater, and hardened by popular prejudice against the "atheistical" sect, yet the 
tortures of the victims excited their compassion. "A very great multitude," as Tacitus 
informs us, perished in this manner; and it appears from his statement that the mere fact of 
professing Christianity was sufficient to justify their execution; the whole body of Christians 
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being considered involved in the crime of firing the city. This, however, was in the fist 
excitement which followed the fire; and even then, but few among those who perished were 
Roman citizens. Since that time, some years had passed, and now a decent respect would be 
paid to the foams of law in dealing with one, who like Paul, possessed the privilege of 
citizenship. Yet we can understand that a leader of so abhorred a sect would be subjected to 
severe punishment. 

 
In "Life and Epistles of St. Paul." by Conybeare and Howson, it states, "We have an 

account of the first hearing of Paul's cause from his own pen. `When I was first heard in my 
defense, no man stood by me but all forsook me. I pray that it may not be laid to their charge. 
Nevertheless the Lord Jesus stood by me and strengthened my heart; that by me the 
proclamation of the Glad Tidings might be accomplished in full measure, and that all the 
Gentiles might hear, and I was delivered out of the lion's mouth.' We see from this statement 
that it was dangerous even to appear in public as the friend or adviser of the apostle. No 
advocate would venture to plead his cause, no `Procurator' to aid him in arranging the 
evidence, no `patronus' to appear as his supporter and to deprecate, according to ancient 
usage, the sentence. But he had a more powerful Intercessor and a wiser Advocate, who could 
never leave him nor forsake him. The Lord Jesus was always near him, but now was felt 
visible present in the hour of need . . . From the above description we can realize in some 
measure the external features of his trial. He evidently intimates that he spoke before a 
crowded audience, so that all the Gentiles might hear; and this corresponds to the 
supposition, which historically we should be led to make, that he was tried in one of those 
great basilicas which stood in the Forum . . . The basilicas were rectangular buildings of 
great size, so that a vast multitude of spectators was always present a any trial which excited 
public interest. Before such an audience it was that Paul was called to speak in his defense. 
His earthly friends had deserted him, but His heavenly Friend stood by him. He was 
strengthened by the power of Christ's Spirit and pleaded the cause not of himself only, but of 
the gospel. At the same time he successfully defended himself against the first of the charges 
brought against him, which perhaps accused him of conspiring with the burners of Rome. He 
was delivered from the immediate peril, and saved from the ignominious and painful death 
which might have been his doom had he been convicted on such a charge." 

5. Salutations and benediction - (4:19-20). 
 

     Tradition tells us that Paul was beheaded in Rome. 
 

Titus 
 

The epistle of Titus follows Paul's letter of 1 Timothy in order of composition. After 
writing his first letter to Timothy, Paul sailed with Titus toCrete where he left him to set in order 
the unorganized churches. Titus was a heathen by bith, a Gentile (Greek) and one of Paul's 
converts (See Galatians 2:3 along with Titus 1:4). He was present with Paul at the council at 
Jerusalem (Acts 15), where, in spite of the insistence of the Judaizers, Paul refused to have Titus 
circumcised. Paul had great confidence in Titus and entrusted him with important missions (See 
2 Corinthians 2:13; 7:6-7 and 13-16; as well as, 8:1-6 and 16-24). 
 

Knowing that the untrustworthy and vicious character of the Cretians and the presence of 
false teachers would render his task difficult, Paul wrote Titus a letter to instruct and encourage 
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him in his duties. The epistle is short, containign only thre chapters, but it compresses in a short 
compass a large amount of instruction embracing doctrine, morals and discipline. 
 

 
Martin Luther said of the Book of Titus, "This is a short epistle, 
but such a quintessence . . . [embodiment or substance] . . . of 
Christian doctrine, and composed in such a manner that it 
contains all that is needful for Christian knowledge and life." 

 
At the time of this epistle, Titus was on the Island of crete. The Cretans were kin to the 

Philistines and they had a reputation of being, "liars, evil beasts and lazy gluttons" (Titus 1:12). 
Titus was to srrengthen the work in the church which had been established there. 
 

In 1 and 2 Timothy Paul stresses doctrine, but, in Titus, he stresses duty. The doctrine of 
1 and 2 Timothy is to be adorned by doing in Titus. 
 

Titus is last mentioned by Paul in 2 Timothy 4:10 where Paul indicates that he has sent 
Titus to Dalmatia (known to us as Yugoslavia). 
 
 The Order and Doctrine of the Church - Chapter 1 
 

1. Introductory: Paul's salutation to Titus - (1:1-4). 
 
2. Titus' special mission in Crete - to set in order the disorganized church - 1:5 
 
3. The qualifications of elders - (1:6-9) 
 
4. The reason for the exercising of great care in choosing elders 
     - the presence of false teachers - (1:10-16). 
 

Concerning these false teaches notice: 
 
(a) Their character: insubordinate and deceitful, and given to empty talk  
                                                                                                       - (1:10).  
(b) Their motive: material gain - (1:11). 
 
(c) Their teaching: Jewish traditions and legends (1:14); for example,  

commandments concerning the abstaining from certain foods (1:15) 
(Compare with Mark 7:1-23 and Romans 14:14). 
 

(d) Their claims: they profess to be true teachers of the gospel, but their                           
      sinful lives belie their profession (1:16). 
 

Note that Paul in exposing the character of the Cretians (1:12-13), quotes a Cretian poet, 
Epimenides, from 600 B.C.). Ancient writers peak of the Cretians' love of gain, ferocity, fraud, 
falsehood and general depravity. To "Cretianize" was proverbial, meaning to lie, as to 
"Corinthianize" meant  to be unscrupulous. 
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 The New Testament teaches that each church was to be autonomous (self-governing). 
The "authority" which should govern the local church is that which is written in the epistles. 
These Pauline Epistles give the principles which each local church is self-governed by. 
 

The purpose of the epistle of Titus was given to the local church, to "set things in order" 
(1:5).There were to be "elders" in leadership of the churches. The church at Crete did not have an 
"elder" (or pastor) and Titus was to correct this and "ordain elders in every city" (that is, in every 
church on the Island of Crete). 

 
"Elders" were the "oversees" by the direction of the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 20:28). They were the local pastors who were to "feed the 
flock" (1 Timothy 3). "Elder" and Bishop" designate the same 
office. "Elder" is the word applied to the person and "Bishop" is 
applied to the function of the office. 

 
This letter to Titus gives an adequate, but simple, organization. Notice that the 

qualifications of the office of "elder" (pastor) are spiritual, rather than natural gifts. 
 

1. Blameless - (1:6) 
2. Husband of one wife - (1:6)  
3. Have faithful children (control over them) - (1:6) 
4. Not self-willed - not stubborn, headstrong, ot unfeeling  
    (God's will must be first) 
5. Not soon angry - hot-headed - (1:7) 
6. Not given to wine - (1:7) 
7. No striker (not violent or quarrelsome) - (1:7) 
8. Not given to filthy lucre (not materialistic) - (1:7) 
9. Given to hospitality - (1:8) 
10. A lover of good men - (1:8) 
11. Sober - (1:8) 
      (sound mind, discreet, prudent, moderate, self-controlled, temperate, discreet)  
12. Just - (1:8) - 
13. Holy - "set apart for God" - (1:8) 
14. Temperate - Self-control, self-disciplined  - (1:8) 
15. Holding fast to . . . [hold on to] . . . sound doctrine - (1:9) 
16. Able to exhort believers,  

     and convince the gainsayers, [those who oppose sound doctrine] - (1:9). 
 

Because of the talkers and deceivers within and without the church, Paul does not use 
kind language but direct, hard words that something had to be done - 1:10-16. 
  
 The Conduct of the Church - chapters 2 and 3 

 
1. The believer's conduct in relation to one another - (2:1-15). 
2. The believer's conduct in relation to the outside world - (3:1-8). 
3. What to avoid - discussions concerning celestial genealogies and minute  
     points of the law of Moses - (3:9). 
4. Whom to avoid - heretics (3:10-11) 
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A heretic is a person who causes a division in the church by teaching an 
unscriptural doctrine. In Paul's day, tainted morals were often the 
accompaniment of tainted doctrine. 

 

5. Concluding instruction - (3:12-15). 
 

Philemon 
 

Does Christian brotherly love really work, even in situations of extraordinary tensions 
and difficulty? Will it work, for example, between a prominent slave owner and one of his 
runaway slaves? Paul has no doubt! He writes a "postcard" . . . [Just 25 verses] . . . to Philemon, 
his beloved bother and fellow worker, on behalf of Onesimus - a deserter, thief, and formerly 
worthless slave, but now Onesimus is Philemon's "brother in Christ."  
 

This is a personal note from Paul to Philemon written from prison in Rome. It is very 
intimate and conveys a message for us today.  
 

Onesimus was a domestic slave of Philemon. He had stolen from his master and made his 
way to Rome. He thought that he would never see Colosse again [hometown of Philemon, 
Colossians 4:9]. While in Rome, Onesimus came under the influence of Paul and was saved. 
 

 
This letter is a great illustration of the truth of  imputation          

- [the act of settling the account of another]. 
 

With much tact and tenderness, Paul asks Philemon to receive Onesimus back with the 
same gentleness with which he would receive the Apostle Paul himself. Any debt Onesimus 
owes, Paul promises to make good. Knowing Philemon, Paul is confident that brotherly love and 
forgiveness will carry the day. 
 

This letter is address to "Philemon," to an individual, like First and Second Timothy and 
Titus, however, unlike the Pastoral Epistles, Philemon is addressed to 'a friend and a church" 
(Philemon 1:2). This epistle is the only example of Paul's private correspondence preserved to us. 
Because in it we see Paul's courtesy, prudence and skillfulness, it is known as the "polite epistle." 
 

It does not contain any direct teaching concerning doctrine or Christian conduct. Its chief 
value lies in the picture it gives us of the practical outworking of Christian doctrine in everyday 
life, and of the relation of Christianity to social problems. 
 

For reasons not mentioned, Onesimus ran away from his master, and in so doing he 
evidently took with him some of his master's property. He made his way to Rome, where he was 
converted under Paul's preaching. In him Paul found a sincere convert and a devoted friend. 
 

So dear did Onesimus become to Paul that he would have retained him to minister to him 
in his captivity, however, Paul had to make a sacrifice. Though Onesimus had repented of his 
sin, there was a call for restitution which could be made only by the slave's returning and 
submitting himself to his master. The claim of duty involved a sacrifice not only for Paul, but it 
demanded a still greater one from Onesimus, who on returning to his master would be   
liable to severe punishment - crucifixion was a general penalty imposed upon runaway slaves! 
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The sense of right required Paul to return the slave, but the constraint of love caused him 
to intercede for him and save him from punishment. Taking his pen he wrote a courteous, tactful 
letter of eager, affectionate entreaty, identifying himself with Onesimus. 
 
 Introduction: Greetings - 1:1-3 
 

First Paul greets Philemon and his family in Colosse. Timothy was with Paul. "Apphia" 
was Philemon's wife. "Archippus" was Philemon's son and pastor of the church of Colosse. The 
church met in Philemon's home. 
 
 Praise for Philemon - 1:4-7 
 

Philemon had a good reputation. His love was toward the Lord Jesus; so was his faith; 
therefore, he had the same feeling toward Christians. This attitude would affect others. The life 
of Philemon was a testimony. 

  
 
Unfortunately the Greek word translated as "bowels," in the 
King James Translation, was an old English way of expressing 
"the depths of one's heart" and should be translated as "because 
of the hearts of the saints" in Philemon 1:7. 

 
 Paul's Pleas of Onesimus - 1:8-16 
 

Paul comes to the purpose of his writing this letter and he is a diplomat in his approach 
(1:8). He gives the reasons for his request: "for love's sake . . . Paul the aged . . . a prisoner of 
Jesus Christ" (1:9). His plea now begins for Onesimus. The slave had accepted Christ. His name 
means 'profitable." In years past he had been "unprofitable," but now he is a believer and is 
"profitable" to Philemon, Paul and Christ. (1:10-12). 
 

Paul desired to keep Onesimus, because he was so helpful to him, however, he wanted 
Philemon to make that decision (1:13-14). 
 

Since Onesimus had become a Christian, he had a new relationship to Philemon. He was 
now more than a slave, he was "a beloved brother" (1:15-16).  
 
 Paul's Assurance and Pledge  
 

This is one of the great illustrations of imputation and substitution. Behind the plea of 
Paul, is the plea of Christ to the Father for the sinner who will trust Christ as Lord and Savior. 
The sinner is received on the same standing that Christ is received. The saved individual has 
Christ's right to heaven because of his faith in Christ Jesus. The reason the saved person is 
accepted is because Christ took upon Himself the sins of all who will believe (1:17-18). 
 

The story of Philemon and the Scripture in James 2:23 are illustration of "imputation" 
 

Paul pledges to pay the entire debt. Paul says I.O.U. - "I will repay it," then he adds U. O. 
ME - "how you own me even yourself" (1:19) 
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Paul pleads for Onesimus and tells Philemon he expects more than his request - (1:20-21).  
 

The last four verses are for prayer for release so he could lodge with Philemon, 
concluding with greetings to others - (1:22-25). 
 

One sees in this letter to Philemon the relation of Christianity to social enigmas. During 
Paul's time there were about six million slaves in the Roman empire. There lot, in general, was 
miserable. Considered as the property of their masters, they were completely at his mercy. They 
had no rights by law. For the slightest offenses they could be scourged, mutilated, crucified, or 
thrown to the wild beasts. No permanent marriages were allowed among them, but only 
temporary unions, which could be broken at the will of the masters. One would ask in our day 
and time, "Why didn't Christianity attempt to overthrow this system?" The reason is because for 
Christ's followers to have attempted to do so would have required a tremendous revolution - and 
the method which Christ reforms man and systems if by love, not by force.  
 

Christ taught that the principles that undermine and overthrow wrong systems is that of 
love and a trust in Almighty God, by the power and influence of the Holy Spirit, to work things 
out in His way - and in His time . . . "to works all things out together for good." 
 
This method of reformation is well illustrated in the case of Philemon and Onesimus. Master and 
slave were united in the Spirit of Christ, and in that union all social distinctions were obliterated.  
 

Galatians 3:28 states, "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female; for ye are 
all one in Christ Jesus." 
 

Though Paul did not give a direct command to Philemon that he free Onesimus, the 
words in verses 16 and 21 would imply that such was the apostle's desire. 
 

This letter teaches the lesson that social issues are corrected when the heart is corrected. 
Onesimus was a slave, and Philemon was his owner. On the basis of faith in Christ, Philemon 
was obliged to accept Onesimus back in Christ. Onesimus had become "profitable" as a brother 
in Christ Jesus.   
 
 

Hebrews 
 

Many Jewish believers, having stepped out of Judaism into Christianity, were thinking of 
reversing their course and return back to Judaism in order to escape persecution by their 
countrymen. The writer of Hebrews exhorts them to "go on to perfection" (Hebrews 6:1). His 
appeal is based on the superiority of Christ over the Judaic system.  
 

• Christ is better than the angels, for they worship Him.  
• He is better than Moses, for He created him.  
• He is better than the Aaronic priesthood, for His sacrifice was once for all time.  
• He   is better than the Law, for He mediates a better covenant.  
 
In short, there is more to be gained in Christ than to be lost in Judaism. Pressing on in 

Christ produces tested faith, self-discipline, and a visible love seen in good works. 
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Though the author seems to be questionable, however, from the evidence which we find 
in Scripture, I am convinced in my own mind that it must have been Paul, the Apostle. The 
writer had been in bonds (10:34) - he wrote from Italy (13:24) - his companion was Timothy 
(13:23). Peter identifies Paul as the writer in 2 Peter 3:13-16. Who but Paul would say, "Pray for 
us...do this that I may be restored to you sooner." as we find in Hebrews 13:18-19? The 
important thing is that this book, Hebrews, is in the canon of Scripture for us to gain spiritual 
strength and help from.  
 

This epistle to the Hebrews was written, as its name suggests, particularly to the Jewish 
believers, although it, certainly, has a permanent value and an abiding appeal for all believers of 
all ages. 
 
 
          This epistle of Hebrews reveals the fact that the body of Hebrew Christians addressed 
were in danger of falling away from the faith. Compared to the nation as a whole they were an 
obscure little company, regarded as traitors by their fellow countrymen, and the objects of 
their suspicion and hatred. They felt their loneliness, cut off as they were from the nation. 
Persecution was looming large before them. Oppressed by present trials and by the thought of 
future adversity, they had yielded to discouragement. They were lagging behind in spiritual 
progress [5:11-14]; many were neglecting attendance at worship [10:24-25]. Many, wearied 
of the walk of faith, were looking toward the magnificent Temple at Jerusalem with its 
sacrifices and imposing ritual. The temptation was to forsake Christianity and to turn to 
Judaism. To check this apostasy, this epistle was written, the chief purpose of which is to 
show the relation of the Mosaic system to Christianity, and the former's symbolical and 
transitory character. The writer first of all sets forth the superiority of Jesus Christ over all Old 
Testament mediators; then points out the superiority of the New Covenant to the Old, as a 
superiority of substance to shadow, of antitype to type, of reality to symbol. These believers 
were perplexed and disheartened by manifold temptations and, by the fact of their having to 
walk in the midst of adversity by faith in the simple Word of God, without any visible support 
or comfort. The writer proves to them the worthies of the Old Testament passed through 
similar experiences, walking by faith, trusting in the Word of God in spite of all adverse 
circumstances and even in the face of death (Chapter 11). Therefore, like their forefathers, the 
believers were to "endure as seeing Him who is invisible." The theme may be summed up as; 
The religion of Jesus Christ is superior to Judaism for it has a better covenant, a better high 
priest, a better sacrifice and a better tabernacle. 

 
Let's look at the Structure of this Book of Hebrews which checks the apostasy of Jewish 

Christians who were tempted to return to Judaism and see what it has to say to us today 
  
 The Superiority of Jesus to Old Testament Mediators and Leaders - 1:1 through 8:6 
 

1. Jesus is superior to the prophets because: 
 

(a) In times past God's revelations to the prophets were partial, and given at                          
different times and in different manners - 1:1 

(b) But in this dispensation God has given a perfect revelation through His Son - 1:2-3 
 

2. Jesus is superior to the angels - 1:4-14 for the following reasons: 
(a) No individual angel was ever addressed as "Son" - 1:5 
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(b) The Son is the object of the angel's worship - 1:6 
(c) While the angels serve, the Son reigns - 1:7-9 
(d) The Son is not a creature, but the Creator - 1:10-12 
(e) No angel is promised universal authority, for their function is service - 1:13-14 
 

3. Exhortation in view of the foregoing statements - 2:1-4 
 

If disobedience to the word of angels brought punishment, what will be the loss if the 
salvation declared by the Lord Himself goes unheeded? 

 
4. Jesus was exalted above the angels, made lower than the angels - 2:5-18 
 

(a) In order that human nature might be glorified and that man might take his God-        
given place in the word to come - 2:5-8 

(b) That He might fulfill God's plan in dying for all men - 2:9 
(c) That the Savior and saved might be one - 2:11-15 
(d) That He might fulfill all the conditions of a faithful priest - 2:16-18 

 
5. Jesus is greater than Moses - 3:1-6 
 

(a) Moses was only part of God's household; Jesus was the Founder of the same – 3:2-3 
(b) Moses was only a servant; Jesus was a Son - 3:5-6 
 

6. Exhortation in view os the statements in Chapter 3:1-6 (and 3:7 through 4:5) 
 

The Christian is a member of a spiritual household presided over by the Son of God. 
But let him beware, for this privilege may be lost, just as the privilege of entering 
Canaan was lost by many Israelites through their faithlessness and disobedience. 
Though these Israelites had experienced Jehovah's salvation at the Red Sea, they did 
not enter the Promised Land. The sin that excluded them was the sin of unbelief - a sin, 
that if persisted in, will exclude the Jewish Christian from the privileges of his 
inheritance. 
 

7. Jesus is great than Joshua - 4:6-13 
 

(a) Joshua led the Israelites into the Rest of Canaan, which was but a type of spiritual 
rest into which Jesus leads the believers - 4:6-10 

(b) Exhortation in view of this statement - 4:11-13 
 

"Let us, then earnestly strive to enter that Rest of God, lest any of us should , 
through following the example of the disobedience of ancient Israel, miss the 
second opportunity. For God's Word on which I base my argument, is not a thing 
of the past nor something external to us; it is still living; it is instinct with energy; 
it is keener than any two-edged sword; that can but pierce flesh , but this finds its 
way to the dividing line between the animal life and the immortal spirit; it pierces 
that deepest recesses of our nature; it analyzes the very emotions and purposes of 
the inmost heart. Yet there is no created thing that can escape His notice; but all 
things lie bare and defenseless before the eyes of Him with whom we have to 
reckon." - Dr. Way's Translation  
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8. Jesus' high priesthood - 4:14 through 5:10 

 
(a) The fact of Jesus' priesthood - 4:14 

The believers are to cling to the faith they possess, because they are not without a 
faithful priest, as their non-Christian brethren might lead them to believe. Their 
high priest through invisible, ever intercedes for them. 

 
(b) Jesus qualifications as a priest: 
 

(1) He can sympathize with human infirmity - 4:14 through 5:3 and 7-9 
Jesus Himself, like men, has suffered temptation, and borne suffering, but with this 
difference - He did not sin! 
 
(2) He was called of God, as Aaron was - 5:4-6 and 10 

 
9. The writer breaks the thread of his thought in order to utter words of rebuke,           

exhortation, warning and encouragement: 
 

(a) A rebuke - 5:11-14 
The writer is about to discuss a deep typical subject - concerning Melchizedek - but 
he fears that their spiritual immaturity will make it difficult for him to explain it. 

 
(b) An exhortation - 6:1-3 

They are to pass the elementary state of Christian doctrine and press on to matured 
knowledge. The expression "principles of the doctrine of Christ" refers to the 
fundamental doctrines of Christianity in which converts were instructed. 

 
(c) A warning - 6:6-8 

 
The warning contained in these verses is against apostasy, which is a willful rejection of 

the truths of the Gospel on the part of those who have experienced its power. The true nature of 
the sin referred to in these verses will be better understood when we remember who are being 
addressed and the peculiar relation of the Jewish nation to Christ. The Jews of the writer's time 
could be divided into two classes in relation to their attitude toward Christ: (1) those who 
accepted Christ for whom He claimed to be - the Son of God, and (2) those who rejected Him as 
an imposter and a blasphemer. The Jewish Christian who fell away from Christianity and returned 
to Judaism, would by this act testify that he believed that Christ was not the Son of God but, 
rather a false prophet who deserved to be crucified; he would be taking sides with those who were 
responsible for Christ's death. Before his conversion, this same Jewish Christian in a sense, 
shared the guilt of his nation in crucifying Christ; in forsaking Christ and returning to Judaism he 
would be rejecting the son of God a second time and crucifying Him afresh. - 6:6 
 

(d) An encouragement - 6:9-20 
 

Though he thus warns them the writer is confident that the believers will not fall away 
from the faith - 6:9 They have been earnest in the performance of good works - 6:10; he desires 
that they display the same earnestness in the attainment of the hope of their spiritual inheritance - 
6:11. In this they are to be followers of those, who through faith and patience attained to the 
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realization of their hope - for example, Abraham - 6:12-13. The Christian's hope is a sue one; it 
is a sure hope, because it is founded on two unchangeable things: God's promise and God's oath - 
6:13-18. It is an anchor of the soul, holding him hast in a heavenly harbor - 6:19-20. 
 

10. Christ's priesthood (typified by that of Melchizedek) is superior to the Aaronic 
priesthood - 7:1 through 8:6 

 
Melchizedek is mentioned in this connection as a type of Christ. The writer uses a 
Jewish mode of illustration. He takes a Scriptural fact as it stands and shows its 
typical value. Melchizedek is a type of Christ in the following respects: 
 
(a) Be reason of the meaning of his name "King of righteousness" and "King of          

peace" - 7:2 
 
(b) His priesthood was not hereditary; Jewish priests were required to produce  

their genealogy before being  admitted to office (Ezra 2:61-63). Though 
Melchizedek was a priest there is not record of his genealogy, and this is what is 
meant by the expression "without father, without mother (7:3). In this respect he is 
a type of Christ who did not have a priestly genealogy - 7:14. 

 
(c) The fact that there is no record either of his birth or his death is typical of the  

eternal nature of Christ's priesthood. This is what is meant by the expression, 
"having neither beginning of days nor end of life" - 7:3 
 

11. The priesthood of Christ, typified by that Melchizedek, is greater than that of Aaron, 
as shown by the following facts: 

 
(a) In a manner os speaking, Levi, while yet in Abraham's loins, paid tithes to             

Melchizedek - 7:4-10 
 
(b) Spiritual maturity was not attainable through the Aaronic priesthood and the  

covenant of which it was the mediator. This is witnessed by the fact that another 
order of priesthood was to arise - the Melchizedek order. This change of 
priesthood implies a change of law. The change was effected because of in 
inability of the Mosaic law to bring spiritual maturity (See Romans 8:1-4). 

 
(c) Unlike the Aaronic priesthood, the Melchizedek priesthood was instituted with 

instituted with an oath - 7:20-22. God's oath, accompanying any statement is a 
sign of immutability. 

 
(d) The ministry of priests of the Aaronic order was ended by death; but Christ           

has an eternal and unchangeable priesthood for His lives forever - 7:23-25 
 

(e) The Aaronic priests offered sacrifices every day; Christ offered one eternal           
competent sacrifice - 7:26-28. 

 
(f) The Aaronic priests served in the Tabernacle which was but an earthly type of         

the Tabernacle in which Christ ministers - 8:1-5 
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(g) Christ is the mediator of a better covenant - 8:6 
 

The Superiority of the New Covenant to the Old - Chapters 8:8 through 10:18 
 

This superiority is manifested in the following ways: 
 

(1) The Old Covenant was only temporary - 8:7-13. This fact is witnessed by the  
Old Testament Scriptures which teach that God will make a new covenant with His 
people. 

 
(2) The ordinances and sanctuary of the Old Covenant were simply types and               

shadows that did not bring perfect fellowship with God - 9:1-10. 
 
(3) But Christ, the true priest of the heavenly sanctuary, by one perfect sacrifice   

- His own Person - brought eternal redemption and perfect fellowship with God                                         
- 9:11-15 

 
(4) The New Covenant was sealed with better blood than that of calves and goats - the blood 

of God's Own Son, Jesus - 9:16-24 
 
(5) The one sacrifice of the New Covenant is better than the many sacrifices of the Old 
        - 9:25 through 10:18. 

 
Exhortations and Warnings - Chapters 10:19 through 13:25 

 
An exhortation to faithfulness and steadfastness in view of the fact that they have sure  

access to God through a faithful high priest - 10:19-25 
 

A warning against apostasy 10:26-31 (also see 6:4-8). Let not those who will turn away 
from Christ as the sacrifice for their sins think that they can find another Savior in Judaism. To 
willfully and knowingly reject Jesus Christ is to thrust from themselves the only sacrifice that 
will shield them from the fiery indignation of God. 

 
 
History records that those who apostate from Christianity back 
to Judaism, before they could be readmitted to the Synagogue, 
required - (1) to deny that Jesus was the son of God, (2) to 
declare that His blood was rightly shed as that of a malefactor, 
(3) to ascribe . . . [as the Pharisees did] . . . the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit to the operation of demons. 

 
An exhortation to patience in view of the promised reward - 10:32-36. 

 
An exhortation to walk by faith - 10:37 through 12:1-4. In this section it is the writer's 

purpose to show that those in past ages in whim God took delight were those who walked by 
faith, and who trusted Him in spite of all circumstances. 

 
(a) Hinderance to faith - 10:37-39      
(b) Description of faith - 11:1-3 
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Faith is that which makes the believer confident that the objects of his hope are real and 

not imaginary. It is manifested as shown in the case of the Old Testament saints, by an implicit 
obedience to and trust in God, in spite of appearances, and adverse circumstances. 
 

(c) Faith conquering through God - 11:32-36 
 
(d) Faith suffering for God - 11:37-40 
 
(e) Faith's supreme example - the Lord Jesus, the One who gave the first               

impulse to our faith, and who will bring it to its final maturity - 12:1-4 
 

An exhortation to scrupulous obedience because of their heavenly calling  
- 12:18-24, and because of their heavenly Leader - 12:25-29. 

 
Concluding exhortations - 13:1-17 

 
(a) To sanctified living - 13:1-7 
 
(b) To steadfast living - 13:8-9 
 
(c) To separated living - 13:10-16 
 

Dr. Way's translation will clarify verses 10 through 14: "Such restrictions. . . [verse 9, concerning 
clean and unclean meats] . . . have no application to us: we already have an alter of sacrifice of 
which we partake; but such as still cling to the superseded temple service are disqualified from 
partaking of it. I say so, because, when the blood of the victims slain for the sin-offerings on the 
Day of Atonement is borne into the Holy Place by the high priests, the bodies of these victims 
may not, like other sacrifices, be eaten by the worshipers, but are burnt outside the precincts of 
the camp. For this reason, also, Jesus that He might consecrate God's people by His own blood, 
suffered without the gate, symbolizing the fact that those who remain in Judaism have no part in 
Him. Therefore let us, who accept Him, go forth to Him outside the limits of Judaism, bearing the 
contumely which is heaped upon Him. We shall not be homeless: an abiding city we have, but not 
here: we aspire to that which is yet to be." 
 

(d) To submissive living - 13:17 
 

Conclusion - 13:18-25 
 

James 
 

We have now come to what is called, "The General Epistles" in our study of through the 
New Testament, book by book. The General Epistles include James, First and Second Peter, 
First, Second, Third John and Jude. These epistles are so called because, unlike "The Pauline 
Epistles," they are not addressed to any particular church, but to believers in general. Two of 
them  . . . (Second and Third John) . . . are addressed to particular individuals.  
 

This epistle of James is the practical book of the New Testament. It is often referred to as 
"The Proverbs" of the New Testament because it bears a remarkable resemblance to Proverbs 



Through the New Testament – Book by Book 
 

73

because of its terse, pithy statements of moral truths. It contains little direct doctrinal teaching; 
its chief purpose is to emphasize the practical aspect of religious truth.  
 

James was writing to a certain class of Jewish Christians in whom there was appearing a 
tendency to divorce faith from works. They were claiming to have faith, yet there existed among 
them impatience under trial, strife, respect of persons, evil speaking and worldliness. James 
points out that a faith which does not produce holiness of life is a dead thing, a mere assent to a 
doctrine, which goes no farther than the intellect. He emphasizes the need of a living, effectual 
faith for the attainment of Christian perfection, and goes back to the simple Sermon on the 
Mount in demanding real deeds of Christian life. 
 

There were those who claimed to have faith and made profession to perfect love, yet they 
did not live peacefully with others. They were big on talk, knew the Christian language about 
how "conscientious" they were, but they failed in practical serve to mankind. James was writing 
to these so-called Christians. James' epistle may not give them much comfort, but it would bring 
them much profit, if they would pay heed to what he has to present. 
 

Those who speak in pious phrases, yet comes short in actual sacrifice and devoted 
service, will find a remedy for their predicament in James' epistle. Those who maintain that they 
are free from the moral law by virtue of the grace of God set forth in the Gospels, yet, do not 
recognize the necessity for compassionate purity in their lives, would do well to ponder the 
practical wisdom of this epistle. Those who are content and satisfied to sit and sing themselves 
away to everlasting jubilation ought to read this epistle over and over until they catch its bugle 
note of inspiration to present activity and continuous good deeds. All those who are long on 
theory and short on practice ought to steep themselves in the spirit of James. And, since there are 
such people in every community and in every age, the message of the epistle of James will never 
grow old.  
 
 Authorship 
 

There are three persons by the names of James mentioned in the New Testament: James, 
the brother of John (Matthew 10:2); James, the son of Alphaaeus (Matthew 10:3); and James, the 
brother of Jesus, our Lord (Galatians 1:19). Church tradition has identified the writer of this 
epistle with the brother of Jesus. 
 

This James was the head of the church at Jerusalem, and it was he who presided at the 
first church council (Acts 12:17 and 15:13-29). The authoritative tone of the epistle harmonizes 
with the author's high position in the church. From tradition we learn some facts concerning this 
James. Because of his holiness of life and his rigid adherence to the practical morality of the 
Law, he was held in repute by the Jews of his community, by whom he was surnamed, "the Just" 
and many of whom he led to Christ. It is said that his knees were calloused like those of a camel 
in consequence of his constant intercession for the people. Josephus, the Jewish historian, tells us 
that James was stoned to death by order of the high priest. 
 

While it may seem that James, writing on "works," may contradict Paul, who writes on 
primarily on "faith," such is far from the truth. While it is true that Paul writes, "by grace are ye 
saved through faith and not of works," and James writes, "by works a man is justified," Paul is 
speaking on Justification before God, while James speaks of justification before man. 
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Paul teaches, "We are justified by faith." 
James teaches, "We are justified for works." 

 
Paul stresses the root of justification. 
James stresses the fruit of justification. 

 
 The Theme of James  
 
 "Proof of true faith in Christ - the product of faith!" 
 
 Chapter 1 - Testing of Faith  
 

James writes to the "twelve scattered abroad" throughout the Roman Empire - 1:1 
These Christians were to go through testings and count it all joy because the purpose of 
temptations is to perfect Christian character - 1:2-4  

 
 
The word "temptation" is used here in its broadest sense, as 
including both outward persecutions and inward solicitation to 
evil. James shows how to turn temptations into blessings by 
making them a source of patient endurance and so using them as 
the fire which tests the gold. 

 
One quality to be exercised in the successful endurance of temptation, is wisdom. This 

wisdom, a gift from God, is granted on the condition of unwavering faith - 1:5-8. 
 
One source that brings temptations is poverty, and riches. Whatever one's lot he is to 

rejoice, realizing that there is a reward for enduring these things in life, "a crown of life." (1:9-
12) 

 
The source of inward temptation to evil (1:13-18) is never from God. God never sends 

evil impulses to tempt man. James shows the true origin of evil. It springs from lust - desire - 
which is to each soul "the harlot temptress which draws him from the shelter of innocence, 
entices him, and bears the evil offspring of committed sin." 

 
God, instead of sending evil temptations, sends His good gifts (1:17). "Of His own will 

He brought us forth by the Word of truth that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creation" 
(1:18). Because of this, we should be swift to hear and slow to speak, and slow to anger (1:19).  

 
Anger of man is contrary to the will of God. The implanted Word is a preventative 

against the sins of the flesh - 1:20-21 
 

True faith is manifested in being "doers of the Word and not hearers only" - 1:22. 
 
As God's Word becomes a "mirror," revealing the natural man. It will give liberty and a 

blessed life, simply by doing what God says - 1:23-25. 
 
True faith is manifested in practical theology, of which the characteristics are control of 

the tongue, brotherly love, and separation from the world. - 1:26-27. 
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 Faith and Works - Chapter 2 
 

In the first 13 verses James takes up the attitude we should have toward people. We are 
not to discriminate between the rich and the poor in the "Assembly" - the house of the Lord. 
Courtesy to the rich combined with discourtesy to the poor is a partiality that indicates weakness 
of faith, which constitutes a violation of the law. 

 
James then shows that faith is proved by its works (2:14-26). 
 
James was not contradicting Paul's doctrine of justification by faith. Close study of their 

writings will convince us that James and Paul are in perfect agreement. Paul believes in works of 
godliness (See 2 Corinthians 9:8; Ephesians 2:10; 1 Timothy 6:17-19 and Titus 3:8). James 
believes in saving faith as well as Paul (See James 1:3-4 and 6; as well as 2:5).  

 
What appears to be a contradiction to some, is explained by the fact that both writers use 

the words "faith," "works" and "justification" with different meanings in mind.  
 
For example: 

 
(a) The faith meant by James is the mere intellectual assent to truth and does  

not lead to practical righteousness - such a faith that demons have when they believe 
in God (2:19). "What good is it, my brethren, if a man professes to have faith, and yet 
his actions do not correspond? Can such faith save him?" (2:14, Weymouth's 
translation). The faith meant by Paul is an intellectual, moral and spiritual power that 
brings one into a vital and conscious union with God. 
 

(b) The works meant by Paul are the dead works of legalism, done simply  
from a sense of duty and compulsion, and not from pure love of God. The works 
meant by James are the fruits of the love of God spread abroad in the heart by the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

(c) The justification spoken of by Paul is the initial act by which God  
pronounces the sentence of acquittal on the sinner and imputes to him the 
righteousness of Christ. The justification spoken of by James is that continued 
holiness of life which proves the believer to be a true child of God. 
 

(d) Paul has in mind the root of salvation; James the fruit. Paul is dealing with  
the beginning of Christian life, James, with its continuation. Paul is condemning dead 
works, James, dead faith. Paul overthrows the vain confidence of legalism; James the 
vain confidence of the mere professor of Christianity. 
 

Control of the Tongue - Chapter 3 
 

James warns against being too hasty to assume the office of a teacher, in view of the great 
responsibility attached to that calling, and of the danger of offending through the spoken word, 
since the tongue is the medium of the teacher's instruction - 3:1-2 

 
James gives seven comparisons of the power of the tongue: 
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(a) A horses bit - 3:3 - (make a horse go any direction) 
(b) A rudder, or helm - 3:3-4 - ( small rudder can control a large ship) 
(c) A fire - 3:5 - (what a great fire a match can kindle) 
(d) An untamed beast - 3:7 - (man can tame most beasts but not his tongue) 
(e) Poison - 3:8 - (is what an untamed tongue puts out) 
(f) Fountain - 3:11 - (tongue should not give both bitter and sweet water) 
(g) Fig tree - 3:12 - (A fig tree cannot give olives and should not even try) 

 
The tongues is an instrument by which we praise God and then some use their tongue to 
curse. James says, "My brethren, these things ought not to be" - 3:10.  
 

"If it possible to bless the Lord and also curse human beings who 
were made in His likeness? Isn't that like a fountain attempting to 
bubble out of the same spout both bitter and sweet water? Can a 
tree produce fruit that is not its own kind? Can the salt of a cursing 
tongue produce the sweet water of praise?" 
 

The manifestation of true wisdom - 3:13, 17-18, and the manifestation of false wisdom - 3:15 
 

 Submission to God - Chapter 4 
 

When one submits to God and draws nigh to Him (4:8)  then he will be able to combat: 
 

(a) the flesh - 4:1-3 
(b) the world - 4:4-5 
(c) the devil - 4:7 
 

The one who submits to God and draws nigh to Him will be about to enjoy: 
 

(a) God's grace - 4:6 
(b) God's nearness - 4:8 
(c) God's goodness - 4:10 
(d) God's guidance - 4:13-15 
 

 Patient and Expectant Faith - Chapter 5 
 

James does not teach that there is anything wrong with making money. It is the abuse and 
misuse of many that is the subject here. The power that goes along with money is criticized. 

 
The judgment of the wicked rich at the destruction of Jerusalem offers a faint picture of 

their fate in the last days. These words have both a near fulfillment and a distinct fulfillment.  
 

These words were given in 61 A.D. How terrible and how soon did this judgment fall on 
these wealthy and luxurious tyrants. A few years later, in 70 A.D. Judea was invaded and there 
was howling and weeping, when amid the horrors caused by the rapid approach of the Roman 
armies, the gold and silver of the wealthy oppressors were useless to buy bread, and they had to 
lay up, for the moth to eat, those gorgeous robes which would have been a peril and a mockery 
to wear. 
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The riches were marked out for the worst fury of the Zealots, and their wealth sank into the 
flames of the burning city. Useless were their treasures in those last days, when there was heard 
at their door the thundering summons of the Judge! In all their rich banquets and full-fed reveling 
they has but fattened themselves as human offerings for the day of slaughter. 
 

James also speaks of a condition which will prevail in the last days. He turns from 
money to the great subject of the coming Christ (5:7).  

 
The prospect of Christ's return should give us patience and a loving spirit toward each 

other (5:8-9).Examples from the past, the prophets, give us patience and hope - (5:10-11). 
 
A Christian should so live that his word, with no further proof, should be enough  
- 5:12) 
 
Prayer: for affliction - 5:13 and the sick - 5:14-16 
 
The power of prayer:  5:16-18 
 
Our duty toward an erring brother - 5:18-20 
 
James closes his epistle by urging us to restore an erring brother, or sister, back to the 

ways of the Lord. And, by bringing him back to repentance and confession of his sins, secures 
for him the forgiveness of his sins, even though they be a "multitude."  

 
God says, "If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness." Therefore, by such a ministry was that to which we are 
called in this last verse of James, we may not only be the means of saving a precious life for 
further usefulness in the world, but may be also instrumental in the putting away of sins which 
would otherwise confront the wrongdoer at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

 
 

I Peter 
 

In Luke 22:32, Jesus said to Peter, "When thou art converted strengthen thy brethren." 
This epistle of First Peter is, certainly, a fine illustration how Peter fulfilled that commission 
given to him by the Lord. Purified and settled through suffering, and matured by experience, he 
was able to utter words of encouragement to bodies of Christians who were passing through fiery 
trials. Many of the lessons which Peter learned from the Lord Himself he imparted to his readers. 
 

 
Compare:  
1 Peter 1:10 with Matthew 13:17;  
1 Peter 5:2 with John 21:15:17;  
1 Peter 5:8 with Luke 22:31 

 
 Peter has been called the apostle of hope;  
 Paul, the apostle of faith;  
 John the apostle of love. 
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The theme of the epistle, First Peter is -  the grace of God 
 

Those whom Peter was addressing were passing through times of testing. He calls them 
"sojourners of the dispersion" (1:1).  This was a term used for those Jewish believers who were 
scattered to that part of the world we now know as Asia Minor. His purpose is to encourage them 
by showing that all that was needed for strength, character and courage was provided for in the 
grace of God. God is the "God of all grace (5:10), whose message to His people is, "My grace is 
sufficient." Therefore, this book is relevant for our day. 
 
 Rejoicing in Suffering Because of Salvation - Chapter 1:1-12 
 

1. The source of our salvation - 1:2 
 

(a) The Father, who chooses 
(b) The Spirit who sanctifies 
(c) The Son, with whose blood we are sprinkled 
 

2. The result of salvation - the new birth - 1:3 
 
3. The consummation of salvation - 1:4-5  
 

The possession of the heavenly inheritance which is reserved for the believer,  
while he himself is kept by the power of God. 
 

4. The joy of salvation - 1:6-8 
 

Even in the midst of trials and temptations which are but for the testing of faith, the 
believers can rejoice in their invisible Lord with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
 

5. The mystery of salvation - 1:9-12 
 

(a) The prophets who predicted the sufferings and glory of Christ, did not fully  
understand their own prophecies. In answer to their enquiries it was revealed to 
them that the salvation about which they were prophesying was not for them but 
for those living in another dispensation. 

 
(b) The angels who have never sinned desire to investigate the strange joy of those        

who have been redeemed by Christ. 
 

 Suffering for Righteousness' sake - Chapter 1:13 through 3:22 
 

Note the following exhortations: 
 

1. To holiness - 1:13-21 
With alert and sober minds, the believers are to separate themselves from their former 
habits of life, living a life of holiness and watching for the Lord's return. 

 
2. To intense and sincere love of the brethren - 1:22-25 
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This love should follow as the natural result of the purification of the soul by the Holy 
Spirit, and of the new birth. 

 
3. To Spiritual growth - 2:1-2 

As the new born babe instinctively desires to feed on milk, so the re-created in Christ 
Jesus should have a yearning desire for the pure teaching of the Word of God, the 
sweetness of which they have already tasted. 

 
4. To draw near to Christ, the foundation stone of the great spiritual temple,  

   of which they are the living stones - 2:3-10 
 

The believers collectively form one great temple (Ephesians 2:20-22) of which they 
themselves are the priesthood, and where they offer up spiritual sacrifices. (Hebrews 
13:10 and 15). The relation Israel bore to God as an earthly people, they - Gentiles - bear 
to Him as an heavenly people, for they are a chosen people, a holy nation, God's own 
peculiar treasures - (1:8 with Deuteronomy 7:6). 

 
5. To live a blameless life, so as to disarm the preconception and animosity of those        

surrounding them - 2:11-12 
 
6. To submission 
 

(a) Submission of all Christians to the government - 2:13-17 
 
(b) Submission of slaves to masters - 2:18-25 

Servants are to be obedient even to unjust and harsh masters. In suffering injustice 
silently they will be glorifying God, and they will be true followers of Christ, who did 
not defend Himself but committed His cause to God the righteous Judge. 
 

(c) Submission of wives to husbands - 3:1-7 
 

These Christian wives were not to feel inferior to their husbands, but rather to obey 
them, so that, if their husband's would not accept the written Word of God, or believe 
the spoken testimony, they may be won by the silent and effective testimony of a holy 
life. In so doing, Christian wives  will be following the example of holy women of 
old. 

 
7. Submission to brotherly love - 3:8-12  
 
8. Submission to patiently enduring of wrongs - 3:13-16 

 
If they were doing good they have nothing to fear (3:13), However, if  they should suffer 
innocently they are to remember that a blessing is promised to those who suffer for 
righteousness' sake. (3:14 with Matthew 5:11-12). Inward holiness of heart, and an 
outward readiness to defend their faith in the spirit of meekness, together with a good 
conscience would finally make unbelievers ashamed of their false accusation (3:15-16). In 
the matter of suffering unjustly, the believer has the example of Christ, who, as the sinless 
One, suffered for the unjust. But His sufferings were followed by triumph and exaltation. 
In triumph, for His proclaimed His victory in the underworld; in exaltation, for Hi is now 
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seated at the right hand of God (3:18-20). In like manner will the Christians' sufferings be 
followed by glory. 

 
 
Verses 18 through 22 of 1 Peter 3 are one of the most difficult passages of the Bible for 
many to understand. Without going into a long discourse, I would like to try and explain 
what I feel this passage is saying. 
 
The only clear picture we have of "Hades" (meaning "the place of departed spirits" is in 
Luke 16:19-31, where Jesus gives an explanation of "hades" as being place of two 
compartments: For the unrighteous a place of burning fire, called "a place of torments;" 
for the righteous a place of comfort, called "Paradise." There was a great gulf separating 
the two compartments. 
 
Paul tells us that the "paradise" side of this "place of departed dead" was moved to the 
third heaven, where God dwells (2 Corinthians 12:2 with verse 4). When would this 
change have taken place? 
 
Jesus told the thief on the cross, "Today, you will be with Me in Paradise!" Paul said in 
Ephesians 4:8-10 that Jesus, at His death, before he ascended  up to heaven, descended 
first into "hades," (the place of departed dead) and led a multitude with Him up to 
heaven! 
 
Even Matthew 27:52 confirms the fact that "saints" left their graves. 
 
Evidently, according to 1 Peter 3:18-22, Jesus, when He died, went down to the 
"Paradise" side of hades (Acts 2:27) and proclaimed the good news . . . [which is what 
this word "preached" means in 1 Peter 3:19] . . . that the price for their sins had been paid 
and they could now enter into their heavenly reward. 

 
Why does Peter speak only of those in the days of Noah? (3:20) What about all the other 

righteous "spirits" who were obedient throughout the Old Testament? It seems that Peter was 
deeply impressed by the Flood of Noah. In 2 Peter 2:5, he speaks of the Noahic Flood and in 3:5-
6, he speaks of it again. The flood made a great impression on his mind.  

 
When Christ went down to Hades, He went to herald, to proclaim the good news to the 

Old Testament saints that He had paid the penalty of their sins and then Christ led them with 
Him into the third heaven. 

 
The reason the subject comes up at this point in Peter's first letter is that he is speaking of 

what happens after suffering takes place, if one is patient in enduring the time of testing. 
Therefore, Christ's sufferings were replaced by achievement and glory. In achievement, because 
He proclaimed His victory to those Old Testament saints who were  held in Paradise until the 
price for their sins was paid; and in glory, because He "ascended up on high, with captives in His 
train," and is now seated at the right hand of God, the Father. 
 
 Suffering with Christ - Chapter 4 
 

1. Death to sin  
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As Christ died to an earthly life and rose again to a heavenly, Christians are to consider 
themselves dead to the old life of sin and alive to a new life of holiness (4:1-3, with 
Romans 6) Unbelievers may wonder at the Christians manner of life, and speak evil of 
them, however, right will finally triumph at the time when the Lord will judge the 
living and the dead - 4:4-6.  
 

2. Conduct in view of imminence of the Lord's return - 4:7-11 
 
3. The glorious privilege of suffering with Christ - 4:12-19 
 

Christians are not to be surprised at God's process of testing and refining by suffering, 
but rather to rejoice in the fact, that they are partakers of Christ's suffering (4:12-13). 
To bear Christ's reproach is a sign of spiritual grace resting on them. However, if one 
suffers as a result of being an evil-doer, it is a sign of disgrace.(4:15). Believers should 
expect suffering, because judgment must begin at the house of God - there must be a 
time of purging and purification for the church. Let those who suffer commit 
themselves unto Him who is faithful - 4:17-19.  
 

 Concluding exhortations - Chapter 5 
 

1. To the pastors - 5:1-4 
2. To young men - 5:5-6 
3. To the church in general - 5:6-11 
4. Peter's salutations - 5:12-14 

 
 

2 Peter 
 

First Peter deals with a danger without the church - persecution, while Second Peter deals 
with one within - false doctrine. First Peter was written to encourage, while Second Peter was 
written to warn. In his first letter, Peter is seen fulfilling his commission to "strengthen the 
brethren" (Luke 22:32); in his second letter he is seen fulfilling his commission to shepherd the 
sheep, leading them past lurking and insidious dangers, to walk in the paths of righteousness 
(John 21:15-17). In the second epistle, Peter gives a graphic description of the false teachers who 
would threaten the faith of the Church, and as an antidote to their false doctrine and tainted life, 
he exhorts the Christians to avail themselves of every means for growing in grace and in the 
experiential knowledge of Jesus Christ.  
 
 Exhortation of Growth in Divine Grace and Knowledge - Chapter 1 
 

1. Salutation - 1:1-2 
 

The grace and peace that Peter asks for the saints should issue in experiential 
knowledge of God and of Christ. 
 

2. The basis of saving knowledge - 1:3-4 
 
3. The growth in experiential knowledge - 1:5-11 
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There is a danger in the Christian life without growth. There is also the danger of 
knowledge with practice. 
 
There can be no standing still in Christian experience, there will either be progress or 
deterioration. As a result of the new birth, the believer has a foundation and faith, 
however, he must be continually building on that foundation a superstructure of 
Christian character and virtue. Notice: 
 

(a) The result of this spiritual "addition" (1:5) fruitfulness in experiential  
knowledge of Diving things and the acquiring of an abundant entrance into the 
kingdom of the Lord Jesus - 1:8-11 
 

(b) The result of neglect of spiritual growth - spiritual blindness and                     
backsliding -1:9 
 
To faith add: 
  

• Virtue, and to virtue, 
• Knowledge, and to knowledge 
• Temperance (self-control) 
                     and to temperance 
• Patience, and to patience 

 
• Godliness (God-likeness) 
                        and to godliness 
• Brotherly kindness, 
             and to brotherly kindness, 
• Charity (Christ-like love). 

 
If these be a part of your life, you will not be idle nor unfruitful in the knowledge 
of the Lord Jesus Christ (1:8) The Christian who becomes "sterile" forgets that he 
was purged from his old sins (1:9) 
 

4. The sources of saving knowledge: 
 

(a) The testimony of the apostles who wee eye witness of Christ's glory  
                                                                                     - 1:12-18 
(b) The testimony of the prophets - 1:19-21 

 
 Warning Against False Teachers - Chapter 2 
 

1. The conduct of false teachers - 2:1-3 
 

These sneaky false teachers will deceptively introduce lethal heresies, even denying 
the Lord Himself. Covering their true motives with believable arguments they will 
many astray. 
 

2. The certain doom of these false teachers as set forth by ancient example of                 
retribution - 2:4-9 

 
3. The character of these false teachers - 2:10-22 
 

Peter has in mind the future rise of Gnostic sects, who combined tainted morals with 
tainted living. The following sects arose in the second century:  
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(a) The Ophites, who worshiped the serpent of the Garden of Eden as their                  
benefactor;  
 
(b) The Cainites, who exalted as heroes some of the vilest characters of the Old             
Testament;  
 
(c) The Carpocratians who taught immorality;  
 
(d) The Antitactae, who regarded it as a duty to the supreme God to violate the 
     Ten Commandments on the ground that they were promulgated by a wicked             

mediating angel. 
 

 Promise of the Lord's Coming - Chapter 3 
 

1. Scoffers and the promise of the second coming - 3:1-4 
 

"Presumptuous skepticism and lawless lust, setting nature and its so-called laws above 
the God of nature and revelation, and arguing from the past continuity of nature's 
phenomena that there can be no future interruption to them, was the sin of the 
antidilubvians (those living before the flood, and shall be that of the scoffers in the last 
days." 
 

2. Answers to their objections - 3:5-9 
 

(a) They stubbornly shut their eyes to the Scripture record of the Creation and he  
Deluge. The flood is a parallel to the coming judgment of fire - "All things 
continue as they were from the beginning of creation,' Before the flood the same 
objection to the possibility of the flood might have been urged with the same 
plausibility: "The heavens and the earth have been from old." How unlikely then 
that they will not continue as they are? But, replies Peter, "The flood came in spite 
of their reasonings, so will the final holocaust of the earth come in spite of the 
scoffers of the last days." 
 

(b) God's delays are due to His mercy 
 

3. The certainty, suddenness, and effects of the Lord's coming - 3:10-13 
 

The "day of the Lord" here mentioned refers to a whole series of events beginning 
with the premillennial advent and ending with the destruction of the wicked and God's 
final judgment upon the wicked. Just as the flood was a baptism of the earth, 
eventuating in a renovated earth - partly delivered from the curse, so the baptism by 
fire will purify the earth so as to be the renovated abode of the regenerated man wholly 
delivered from the curse. 

 
4. Concluding exhortations 

 

(a) To live blamelessly in the light of the Great hope - 3:14 
(b) To remember that reason for the Lord's delay is to give men an opportunity to  

repent - 3:15. Paul himself has written concerning the second Advent. Many, who 
are unstable in faith and shaken by every seeming difficulty, hastily misinterpret 
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difficult text in his writings, instead of waiting for God by His Spirit to make them 
plain - 3:16 

(c) To beware of being led astray by false doctrine - 3:17 
(d) To grow in grace - 3:18 

 
1 John 

 
The author of these three epistles . . . (1st, 2nd and 3rd John) . . . is, of course, the same 

John who wrote the Gospel of John and also wrote the Revelation. This first epistle of John is 
referred to as "The Epistle of No Compromise" In the Gospel of John, John describes us as sheep 
in Christ's fold, in this epistle, we are described as members of His family. 
 

While the Gospel of John sets forth the acts and words which prove that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, this First Epistle of John sets forth the acts and words which are 
mandatory upon those who believe this truth. The Gospel deals with the fundamentals of 
Christian faith, while this Epistle deals with the fundamentals of Christian life. The Gospel was 
written to give a foundation of faith, the Epistle, to give a foundation of assurance. The Gospel 
leads us across the Father's threshold, while the Epistle makes us at home in the Father's house. 
 

The Epistle is an affectionate letter from a spiritual father to his children in the faith, in 
which he exhorts them to cultivate that practical godliness which brings perfect fellowship with 
God, and to avoid that type of religion where actions do not conform to profession. To 
accomplish his purpose the apostle lays down a number of rules whereby true spirituality may be 
tested - rules that draw a rigid line of demarcation between those who merely profess to walk in 
love and holiness and those who really do so. 
 

Though John is plain-spoken and severe in dealing with erroneous doctrine and 
inconsistent living, yet on the whole his tone is affectionate and shows him as deserving of his 
title "the apostle of love." The frequent recurrence of the word "love" and the form of address 
"my little children," make his epistle breathe an atmosphere of tenderness.  
 

 
History states that when John was very old and had difficulty 
getting around, he would be carried to the church by his 
disciples. He was too weak to give any lengthy exhortations and, 
so would simply say at their meetings, "Little children, love one 
another." The disciples and fathers wearied of this constant 
repetition of the same words asked, "Master, why do you always 
say this?" He replied, "It is the Lord's command, and if only this 
be done, it is enough." 

 
The purpose for writing this epistle is given by John himself: 

 
1. That the child of God might have fellowship with the Father, and the Son          
and with on another - 1:3 
 
2. That the child of God may have fullness of joy - 1:4 
 
3. That the child of God may not sin - 2:1 
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4. That the child of God may recognize the rounds of his assurance of eternal        
life - 5:13 

 
 Introduction - Chapter 1:1-4 
 

1. The substance of the Gospel: the deity, incarnation of Christ - 1:1 
 
2. The guarantee of the Gospel:  
 

(a) The apostle's experience - 1:1 
                      The apostles had come into personal contact with the Word of life.  
 

(b) The apostolic testimony - 1:2 
 
3. The purpose of preaching the Gospel - 1:3 

 
(a) That believers might have fellowship with the apostles and all Christians 
 
(b) That the believers might share in all the blessings and privileges that the                 

apostles had gained from their fellowship with the Father. 
 

4. The result of the Gospel: the fullness of joy that comes from perfect fellowship           
with the Father - 1:4 

 
Fellowship with God - Chapters 1:5 through 2:28 

 
The apostles lays down the following tests of fellowship with God: 

 
1. Waling in the light - 1:5-7 

 
There were false teachers in John's day, who were trying to induce Christians to leave 
the church and join their unorthodox body. Among other things, they taught that if a 
man's mind were enlightened with heavenly knowledge, it didn't  mater what his 
conduct was like; he could commit as much sin as he pleased. John says that such 
doctrine was against all holiness and truth, and was utterly opposed to what 
Christianity really stood for. He makes it clear that, far from its being true that all 
conduct is alike to the enlightened man, it is the character of his conduct that will show 
whether he is enlightened or not. God is light . . . (that is, He is the foundation of pure 
truth, pure intelligence, pure holiness.) . . . He who is walking in the darkness of willful 
sin, lies when he says that he has fellowship with a holy God. 

 
2. Consciousness and confession of sin - 1:8 to 2:1 

 
To claim sinless-perfection, or, on the other hand, to deny the sinfulness of certain 
bodily acts (as did the Antinomians) is to deceive ourselves and to give the lie to God's 
revelation. It is God's will that we should not sin. When God's light reveals sin in us we 
are to confess it and obtain that cleansing which the blood of Jesus and His intercession 
for us makes possible. 
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3. Obedience to God's commands in imitation of Christ - 2:2-6 
 

The false teachers of John's day, maintained that knowledge was the all-important thing 
and that, if a man were enlightened with what they considered "the knowledge of love," 
it didn't matter how he lived. John shows that such knowledge is a delusion because all 
true knowledge of God results in holiness of life, otherwise it is a dead and useless 
thing. He teaches that men test their knowledge of God, and if they want to know for 
certain whether they have the knowledge of God, the test is simple - "Do they keep 
God's commandments?" 

 
4. Love to the brethren - 2:7-11 

 
John is writing an old-new commandment: OLD, because they heard it when they first 
became Christians; NEW, because it is fresh and living to those who have fellowship 
with Christ, the true Light now shining for them. 

 
5. Unworldliness - 2:12-17 
 

A Christian cannot love God and love the world at the same time - the word "world" 
here is referring to the Satanic system and the hold that Satan has on this world . . . the 
sinful forces, fettered in the bondage of corruption. 

 
6. Pure doctrine - 2:18-28 
 
The believers have heard of Antichrist who will come at the end of this, the last age. But 
his "spirit" is in the world at the present time in the person of certain false teachers who 
deny the Deity and Messiahship of Christ. The Christian need not be led astray by the 
subtle and believable arguments of these false teachers, because the Holy Spirit would 
lead them into all truth.  

 
There is an undoubted allusion here to a false teacher of John's day, Cerinthus, who 

denied that Jesus was the Christ and held that the man Jesus and "aeon" (or spirit), were distinct 
beings. This false teacher taught that Jesus was an ordinary man until His baptism when this 
"aeon" descended upon Him, gave Him the power of working miracles and revealed to Him the 
hitherto unknown Father. This "aeon," being incapable of suffering, left Jesus before His 
passion. However, if this were true, two central truths, the incarnation and the atonement would 
be denied. This false teacher was continually saying to the Christians, "You have need of a great 
deal of instruction; follow us and we will lead you into the depths of Christian faith. We know the 
hidden mysteries and can teach you who have need of teachings." John reminds the Christians of 
their anointing, of the presence in their midst of the divine Teacher - the Holy Spirit. Having the 
Holy Spirit, they needed no other teacher, and they might boldly claim this unction in the face of 
the haughty teachers of error. He does not mean to say that they did not need Christian teachers, 
or instruction from a teacher in the church. (See Ephesians 4:11 and Hebrews 5:12).  
 

Divine Sonship - Chapters 2:29 through 3:24 
 

Tests of divine sonship: 
 

1. A righteous walk - 2:29 through 3:10 
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The Christian is to show an absolute hatred to sin because:  
 

(a) His divine sonship and the hope of becoming like Jesus - 2:29 through 3:3 
 
(b) Sin is transgression of the law - in essence, it is rebellion against God - 3:4 
 
(c) Because of Christ's character and His atoning work for us - 3:5-7 

 
So far as we "abide in Christ" we do not sin, 
so far as we sin we do not "abide in Christ." 

 
(d) Because of the diabolical origin of sin - 3:8 
 
(e) Because of the God-begotten quality of the Christian life - 3:9 
 
(f) Because the final test as to whether we are children of God or children of the          

devil lies in our actions - 3:10  
 

2. Love to the brethren - 3:11-18 
 

(a) The command - 3:11 
(b) The warning - 3:12 
(c) The consolation - 3:13-15 
(d) The pattern - 3:16 
(e) The practical illustration - 3:17-18 

"Actions speaks louder than words!" 
 
3. Assurance - 3:19-24 
 

(a) The basis of assurance - 3:19 
 

The practice of God-inspired love toward the brethren, and not only  
our feelings which are variable, is the test of the reality of our faith  
and our union with Christ. 

 
(b) The results of assurance - 3:20-24 

 
The Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of Error - Chapter 4:1-6 

 
The thought of the Holy Spirit dwelling within us - 3:24 leads John to treat in a 

parenthesis of other spirits - false and evil spirits and how one may distinguish them: 
 

1. The appeal - 4:1 
 

However eloquent and gifted a prophet may be, his teaching is to be tested. 
 
2. The test, confession of Christ's incarnation - 4:2 
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This all has a special bearing on our own days, when there is so much heard of 
spiritualism, theosophy, and the communication of men with spirits and with the 
spiritual world. The test proposed by John may be applied as surely and certainly today 
as ever, there is one "medium" of spiritual communication between the invisible and 
the visible world, between heaven and earth, that is Jesus Christ come in the flesh. 
All true spirits will unite themselves to Him; all untrue ones will deny, setting 
themselves up . . . (whether they are clothed in human bodies or not) . . . as 
independent mediums, creating communication between heaven and earth. 

 
3. The conflict - 4:4 

 
There had evidently been a conflict between Christians and false teachers, but the 
Church had adhered to the truth. There victory is our victory today! 

 
4. The contrast - 4:5-6 

 
Those possessed by the Spirit of God attract believers similar to themselves, earnest 
men filled with spirit and doing righteousness; the others attract followers similar to 
themselves, worldly men whose lives are evil.  

 
God is Love - 4:7-21 

 
1. The call to love - 4:7 
 
2. The reason for love: "God is love" - 4:8 
 
3. The proof of divine love; "God's sacrifice" - 4:9-10 

 
4. The claim of love: "God's love toward us calls for love on our part toward our  
    brethren" - 4:11  
 
5. The result of love on our part: manifestation of God's presence (4:12-16)  
     boldness (4:17); absence of condemning fear (4:18). 
 
6. The proof of our love: the proof of our love for the invisible God is the love for our 

brother who is made and renewed in God's image (4:19-21); the proof of our true love 
the brethren is found in our love for God (5:1-2); our love for God finds its 
manifestation in the keeping of His commandments (5:3).  

 
 Faith - 5:4-12 
 

1. The victory of faith - 5:4-5 
 

"And this is the victory that overcame . . . [the Greek has the past tense] . . . the 
world." John uses great boldness in speaking of the victory as past. In each believer 
there is a power of life from God, (exercised by faith), which conquers . . . which, 
from God's point of view, has already conquered. In the body of believers, the Church, 
there is the same power for the ultimate conquest of the world.  
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When John wrote, the Church was considered a despised, insignificant sect, consisting 
chiefly of slaves and poor low-caste people; it was far from perfect and it was vexed 
with false teachers. The world of unbelievers appeared to be the solid, united, 
irresistible power of Rome, commanding all the wealth, the strength and resources of 
civilization. Yet, John not merely prophesied that the Church would conquer the 
world, but asserted that it had already done so. Also his words imply that the complete 
conquest of all the evil that remains in ourselves, of all the evil that exists in the world, 
of every system of falsehood or wickedness which fights against God, is from the 
divine standpoint, already accomplished! 

 
2. The threefold earthly witness of faith - 5:6-8: 

 
(a) The water witnesses to the beginning of Christ's earthly ministry  
      inaugurated by His baptism 
 
(b) The blood witness to His death which brought eternal redemption 
 
(c) The Spirit witnesses in all ages to His resurrection and endless life. 

 
 
The emphasis John puts in verse 6, "not by water only, but by water and 
blood," was because Cerinthus, a false teacher, taught that the heavenly 
Christ descended upon Jesus at His baptism but left Him on the eve of 
His passion, so that Jesus died, but the Christ, being spiritual, did not 
suffer. That is, Christ came by water (baptism), but that He did not 
come by blood (death). John's object is to prove that Jesus who was 
baptized and the One who died on Calvary was the same person. 

 
3. The heavenly witness - 5:9-12 
 
 Conclusion: the Christian Confidence - 5:13-21 
 
1. The substance of the Christian confidence - the assurance of eternal life - 5:13 
 
2. The manifestation of Christian confidence 

(a) Outwardly the power of offering effectual prayer - 5:14-17 
 
(b) Inward conviction  - "We know" - 5:18-20 
 

3. Concluding exhortation - 5:21 
 

We have found in Jesus the One who is the true God, Who gives eternal life. And since 
we are in Him that is Truth, then we are bound to make a complete break between 
ourselves and all worldly things, and shun the idols which we once worshiped. 

                                                                                                                       
One simple structure of the Book of First John would be: 

 
A BOOK OF SEVEN CONTRASTS: 
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1. Light versus darkness - 1:5 through 2:11 
2. God the Father versus the world -  2:12 through 2:17 
3. Christ versus the Antichrist - 2:18 through 2:28  
4. Good works versus evil works -  2:9 through 3:24 
5. The Spirit versus the spirits - r 4:1 through 4:6 
6. Love versus pretense -  4:7 through 4:21 
7. The New Birth versus the world - 5:1 through 5:21 

 
An even easier structure would be: 

 
1:1 through 2:2 = God is Light 
2:3 through 4:21 = God is Love 

Chapter 5 = God is Life 
 

2 John 
 

As we have seen, the First Epistle of John is a letter to the Christian family in general, 
warning against false teaching and exhorting to practical godliness. Now we will see that this 
Second Epistle of John is a letter to a practical member of that family, written for the purpose of 
instructing her as to her attitude toward false teachers. She was not to give hospitality to these 
false teachers. As one reads these instructions from John, they may sound harsh at times, 
however, remember that the doctrines of these false teachers strike at the very fundamentals of 
Christianity, and in many cases threaten the purity of Christian conduct. 
 

This believer to whom John was writing, "the elect lady," was identifying herself with the 
fallacies of these false teachers by the mere fact that she was receiving them into her house.  
 

John did not mean to reach unkind treatment of Christians who happen to differ 
from us doctrinally, or of those ensnared by error.  
 

John was writing at a time when compelling, persuasive false teachers . . . (especially 
"Antinomian" and "Gnostic") . . . were attempting to undermined the foundation of faith and 
purity, and under such conditions it was imperative that Christians not only denounce their 
teachings in word, but also in attitude.  
 

The theme of this Second Epistle of John is "Walk in Truth and Love!" 
 
 Walk in Truth - Verses 1 through 6 
 

The truth John speaks of is the doctrine of the Scriptures. This truth was not something 
new, but that which they had received from the Father from the beginning - that we love 
one another. 
 

 Guard the Doctrine of Christ - Verses 7 through 13 
 

These false teachers were traveling among the churches (7-11) who would not confess 
that Jesus Christ was here in the flesh. These were "deceivers" and "antichrists" who did 
not believe in the humanity of Christ and denied His incarnation. 
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We are never to support those who preach, or teach, a false doctrine. In this day and age, 
we must be extremely carefully due to the fact that there are so many cults and "isms." John says, 
if we support them, we become partakers of their evil doctrine - meaning we share in spreading a 
false doctrine - verses 10-11.  
 
 

3 John 
 

In First John the apostle discusses fellowship with God. 
In Second John he forbids fellowship with false teachers 
In Third John he encourages fellowship with Christians brothers. 

 
This single chapter of the Third John deals with three personalities: 

 
Gaius - walking in truth - verses 1 through 8 
Diotrephes - Loves pre-eminence - verses 9 through 11, and  
Demetrius. - Good reports of all men - verses 12 through 14 

  
This epistle gives a glimpse of conditions that existed in a local church in John's day. 

John had sent out some itinerant missionaries with letters of commendation to the various 
churches, one of which was the assembly to which Gaius and Diotrephes belonged. It seems that 
they both were in places of leadership within the local church.  
 

Diotrephes, either from jealousy for the rights of the local church, or for some other 
personal reason, refused to give hospitality to these missionaries and sought to excommunicate 
any member who received them. 
 

Even though Diotrephes refused to entertain these missionaries and attempted to keep 
them from caring out their mission, Gaius refused to be intimidated by this self-appointed 
dictator, and welcomed these missionaries, who reported the situation back to John. 
 

John was about to send these missionaries a second time (verse 6) and exhorts Gaius to 
continue in his ministry of love toward them.  
 

John had written a letter of disapproval to Diotrephes, which was ignored. So, the apostle 
expressed his intention to pay a personal visit to the church and remove this ecclesiastical tyrant. 
John expresses his love for Gaius, assures him of prayers for his health, and voices his joy over 
Gaius' persistent walk in truth and for the manner in which he shows hospitality and support for 
the missionaries who came to his church (verses 1-80. 
 

Diotrephes, on the other hand, was no longer "living in love." Pride had taken precedence 
in his life. He, not only refused to accept the missionaries whom John had sent, but also had 
resisted a letter which John had written for the church, fearing that his authority might be 
replaced by that of the apostle. Diotrephes forbids others to entertain these missionaries and 
attempts to expel them from the church for disobeying him (verses 9-11). 
 

There is a third personality within this letter is Demetrius. He had a good testimony and, 
probably, was one of those whom Diotrephes had attempted to turn away. He was widely known 
for his good character and his loyalty to the truth.  
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John uses Diotrephes as a negative example as an opportunity to encourage Gaius to 

continue his hospitality and commends Demetrius as a positive example. 
 

Lesson: We can be a Gaius, helping to spread the Gospel, or we can be a Diotrephes, 
hindering the work for personal reason. 
 

Jude 
 

Fight! Contend! Do Battle! When apostasy arises, when false teaches emerge, when the 
truth of God is attacked, it is time to fight for the faith. Only believers who are spiritually "in 
shape" can answer the summons.  
 

Jude is the only book in the New Testament devoted entirely to the apostasy which is to 
come upon Christendom before the Lord Jesus returns. Jude brings all the teachings about 
apostasy to a climax - going all the way back to the Garden of Eden and on through His people 
Israel, right up to the present day. 
 

At the beginning of his letter Jude focuses on the believers' common salvation, but then 
feels compelled to challenge them to contend for the faith. The danger of real false teachers have 
crept into the church, turning God's grace into unbounded license to do as they place. Jude 
reminds such men of God's past dealings with unbelieving Israel, disobedient angels, and wicked 
Sodom and Gomorrah. In the face of such danger Christians should not be caught off guard. The 
challenge is great, but so is the God who is able to keep them from stumbling. 
 

There is a resemblance between the second epistle of Peter and that of Jude, because both 
treat apostasy in the church, describing the leaders of that apostasy. Jude even quotes from Peter 
(See 2 Peter 3:3 and Jude 18). Both have in mind the same kind of fallacy - men of loose morals 
and shameful excesses. Peter describes the apostasy as future, while Jude describes it as present. 
Peter sets forth these false teachers as godless and extremely dangerous, however, not at their 
worst, while Jude, presents them as depraved and as traitorous as they could possibly be. 
 

It was the presence of these false, ungodly, teachers and their activity in spreading their 
deadly doctrines that led Jude to write this epistle, the theme of which is: the duty of Christians 
to keep themselves spotless and to contend earnestly for the faith, in the midst of apostasy. 
 

A large number of the Pauline epistles confront the problem of false teachers within the 
church, and almost every epistle within the New Testament alludes to this danger, however, Jude 
goes beyond all of them in his relentless and passionate denunciation of the apostate teachers 
who have "crept in unawares." 
 

With the exception of its salutation (verses 1-2) and doxology (verses 24-25), the entire 
epistle revolves around this alarming problem. Jude is potent in spite of its brevity.  
 

After the salutation (verses 1-2), Jude mentions the purpose of his writing. At first it 
appears that he intended to write concerning doctrine, but the presence of false teachers caused 
him to sound a warning to believers to contend for the truths of the Gospel (verses 3-4). To 
illustrate the doom of these teachers three examples of ancient apostasy are given (verses 5-7).  
 



Through the New Testament – Book by Book 
 

93

(a) Egypt - verse 5 
(b) Angels - verse 6 
(c) Sodom and Gomorrah - verse 7 

 
These apostates, ever yielding to their own sinful fancies, are guilty both fleshly sin and 

rebellion against authority (verse 8), and speak of authority in terms that Michael the archangel 
did not dare to use in speaking to Satan (verse 9). They dare to speak evil of spiritual things 
about which they are ignorant. However, in the things they do understand, they corrupt 
themselves (verse 10). Their sin and their doom is prefigured by Scripture (verse 11): 
 

(a) Cain - the natural man, having his own way 
(b) Balaam - making merchandise out of "false" doctrine 
(c) Korah - denying the authority of God's spokesman 

 
Jude gives six metaphors describing the apostate teachers: (verses 12-13).  

 
(a) Spots - "hidden rocks in the love feasts" 
(b) Feeding themselves - "false shepherds feed their own desires without fear" 
(c) Clouds without water - "describing the false promises of apostasy" 
(d) Trees without fruit - "describing the barren profession of apostasy"  
(e) Raging waves of the sea - "describing the wasted efforts of apostasy" 
(f) Wandering stars - "describing the aimless purpose of all false teaching" 
 

They are the true subjects of Enoch's prophecy's (verse 14). As to character, they are 
complainers and murmurers, scheming flatterers, mockers of spiritual things, men who bring 
divisions, and who are utterly fleshly, having not the Spirit of Christ (verses 16-19). 
 

Believers, in contrast with these, are to build themselves up in the faith . . . pray in the 
Holy Spirit . . . abide in God's love, ever looking to Jesus (verses 20-21).  
 

In regard to those in error they are to have compassion on those weak ones who have 
wavered, others they are to save by desperate effort, but always watching lest they be 
contaminated with the filthy garment of tainted doctrine and sensual living (verses 22-23). Jude 
concludes with a Doxology well suited to the subject he has been discussing - a doxology that 
praises Him who is able to keep the believer from falling into apostasy and sin, and who is able 
to keep him blameless until the great Day (verses 24-25). 
 

Revelation 
 

Just as Genesis is the book of beginnings, Revelation is the book of consummation. In it, 
the divine program of redemption is brought to realization, and God is vindicated before all 
creation. Although there are numerous prophecies in the Gospels and Epistles, Revelation is the 
only New Testament book that focuses primarily on prophetic events. Its title means "unveiling," 
and it reveals the character and program of God. Penned by John during his exile on the island of 
Patmos, Revelation centers around visions and symbols of the resurrected Christ, who alone has 
authority to judge the earth, to remake it, and to rule it in righteousness. 
 

It seems strange that, the name of the last book of the Bible means "unveiling," yet, many 
who attempt to unravel its visions react to it somewhere from mild, to traumatic, bewilderment. 
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We must note that there are various interpretations of the book of Revelation. Reading 
the best known theories and ideas written about this Revelation, they can be grouped unto four 
general headings: 
 

1. THE PRETERIST INTERPRETATION 
 

These insist that Revelation relates to that period of time immediately 
following its writing. They look upon this Book as having already been 
fulfilled in the years and generations of the past. 
 

2. HISTORICALLY CONTINUOUS INTERPRETATION  
 

These believe that the Revelation is a panorama of the history of the church 
from the days of John. Those who hold this view understand it to be a 
predictive account of the entire sweep of history from the age of Domitian to 
the second advent of Christ. 
 

3. THE SPIRITUALIZERS - IDEALISTS                                         
 

These interpret Revelation as a symbol of the great struggle between good and 
evil. They do not accept the Book as actual events that will take place, but, 
rather as only symbolic. They consider Revelation a book in which great 
timeless truths are cast into a temporary framework of historical event. 

 
4. FUTURIST INTERPRETATION   
 

These believe that, beginning at the fourth Chapter, an unveiling of the 
consummation of the age is described. Most "evangelicals" believe this basic 
interpretation - that most of the things in Revelation are still, yet, to come to 
pass.  
 

As for the divisions of Revelation, Christ tells John to: 
1. "Write the things which you have seen 
    =  (that is, those things which John had seen - covered in Chapter 1)  
2. the things which are now, 
    = (the things which were presently taking place - the church age  
                                            - covered in Chapters 2 and 3), and  
3. the things which are to take place later. 
    = (future events prophesied by Christ to John) 

 
"Things which you have seen" - Chapter 1 

1. The Introduction - 1:1-3 
 

(a) The title of the Book, "The revelation [revealing] of Jesus Christ  - 1:1 
(b) John revealing what he had seen , what God had revealed to him - 1:2  
(c) Blessing promised to those who read and understand this Book - 1:3 
 

2 The Salutation - 1:4-5 
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(a) The Revelation comes to John by  means of seven diversities, or the power and            

operation of the Holy Spirit - 1:4 
(b) The Revelation came from Jesus Christ 

 
3. Praise to Jesus Christ - 1:6 

 
4. Proclamation of Christ coming again -1:7-8 
 
5. The Prophet, John - 1:9-20 
 

On the isle of Patmos John, was "in the Spirit" on the Lord's day, and receives a vision from 
Jesus Christ. 
 

In the first division, "Things which you (John) have seen," John describes Jesus Christ as 
He is today. We should remember Jesus Christ as He lived and walked as the Son of man upon 
this earth, however, this scene in Revelation is a picture of the Christ as He is today! It is a 
picture of the Christ who sits on the right hand of God in glory. This is the coming Christ. This is 
the Christ we think of as we wait and look for His return. And what a figure! The Holy Spirit 
ransacks the realm of nature for symbols that might convey some faint conception to our dull and 
finite minds of the glory, splendor, and majesty of the coming One, who is the Christ of 
Revelation! 
 

John sees the glorified Lord, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending. He had 
seen the seven golden candlesticks (lampstands) and in the midst of the seven candlesticks, he 
saw One like unto the Son of God. John describes the vision of the Living Lord - His garments, 
eyes, head, hair, feet, and voice. John saw in the right hand of the Lord "seven stars (1:16). God 
reveals, through John, what the "candlesticks" and "the stars" represent in verse 20. The "stars" 
are angels - messengers, and the "candlesticks" are the churches. 

 
"The Things which ARE!" 

Revelation was not to be a riddle which man can not understand, or a puzzle for man to 
                        dilemma over, but rather it is to be a clear message, which God instructed John to write in a  

book. He was to tell "what he saw" and send that message to the seven church which were in 

 
There is definite order to Christ's messages to the seven churches. Christ follows a certain  

pattern as we will see: 
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                                       2:1-7             2:8-11            2:12-17              2:18-29            3:1-6             3:7-13                     3:14-22 
 
 

 
EPHESUS 

 
SMYRNA 

 
PERGAMOS 

 
THYATIRA 

 
SARDIS 

 
PHILADELPHI
A 

 
LAOCIDEA 

 
 
Title of Christ 

 
One in the 
midst of 7 
golden 
candlesticks 

 
The 1st &  
the last, who 
was dead & 
is now alive! 

 
He who has a  
sharp double- 
edged sword. 

 
 
Son of God 

 
One with 
7 spirits 
of God. 

 
Holy & true, with 
key of David, to 
open and no man 
can shut. 

 
Amen, faithful & 
true witness, 
Creator! 

 
 
Commendation 

 
works, 
labor, 
patience 

 
  endurance    
 in 
persecution 

 
 faithfulness 
 in  
 testimony 

 
 Charity, 
Service,  
 Faith 

 
 
 works 
 

 
Obedience, and 
Steadfastness in 
testimony 

 
 
None! 

 
Rebuke 

 
Left first 
love 

 
 
 no! 

 
licentiousness 
and idolatry 

 
Tolerate false 
teaching 

 
spirituall
y dead 

 
 
None! 

 
 
Lukewarm 

 
 
Warns 

 
 
Repent, or  
candlestick 
be removed 

 
 
Fear nothing, 
be faithful 

 
 
Repent, or 
else... 

 
 
Permitted 
false teaching 

 
Repent, 
be 
watchful, 
be strong 

 
 
Hold on to what 
you have, until I 
return. 

 
Be as gold, 
refined by fire, 
wear robes of 
righteousness 

 
Promise to 
Overcomers 

 
 
Tree of life  

 
 
Life's Crown 

 
 
Hidden manna 

 
Power over 
nations 

 
clothed 
in white 

 
Pillars in God's 
Temple 

 
Share Christ's 
throne 

 
1. These letters were to seven literal, historic churches which were in existence at the time Revelation was given. These were       

    letters which contained messages for the local church in Asia Minor.   
 

2.  However, these seven churches also represent all of God's churches throughout the entire Church dispensation. 
  

Churches throughout the entire Church age need these messages. There are churches which are warm and on fire like the church of 
Ephesus, also, there are some which are cold and dead, like the church of Laodicea. There are churches which are full of rituals and 
ceremonies like the church at Thyatira, and others which are mere dead formalism like the church of Sardis, etc. 
 

The warnings and admonitions are for all churches of all time! 
  

3. These letters are, also, personal messages to each of us to examine our self by. They provide guidelines by which we can             
discern our spiritual state in the sight of God. They are personal exhortations to "him that hearth." 
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4. However, these seven letters give a panoramic view of seven periods which the professing  
church would pass through during the Church Age. Revelation is primarily a PROPHETIC     
Book, therefore, we need to look for prophetic meaning in the description of the seven           
churches in Asia. 

 
The following will give a brief history of the professing Church down through history: 

 
PENTECOST                                                                                                                             RAPTURE 

 
Ephesis 

 
Smyrna 

 
Pergamos 

 
Thyatira 

 
Sardis 

 
Phil. 

 
Laodicea 

 
1st 
century 

 
Persecuted 

 
Roman 

 
Dark 
Ages 

 
Renaissance 

 
Revival 

 
Apostasy 

 
First 
Love 

 
Bruised 

 
Marriage 

 
Sacrifices 

 
Escape 

 
Love 

 
People 
Rule 

                         98 AD          312 AD         600 AD        1500     1700     1900              
 
I do not wish to take a great deal of time with just Chapter 2 and 3, however, I do want to state 

that I believe that the seven churches described in these Chapters present the history of the Church Age, 
from the day of Pentecost to the Second Coming of our Lord. 
 
 The Things which are to take place later! 
 

At the end of the "things which are" - (the Church Age) - John wrote in 4:1, "I looked and 
behold a door was opened in heaven; and the first voice which I heard was as it were a trumpet talking 
with me; which said COME UP HITHER and I will show you things which must be hereafter - (after 
the Church Age). 
 

At this point in Revelation (Chapter 4) John is raptured to heaven, representing the rapture of 
the church after it has run its course on earth. The word "Church," mentioned 19 times in Chapters 2 
and 3, disappears until the 19th Chapter when the Lord comes with His saints. The reason the Church is 
not seen between Chapters 4 through 19:11 is because this Book is a Revelation of what is to come to 
pass on the earth - and the Church is in heaven.  
 

The events which take place from the 4th to the 19th Chapter is what Scripture refers to as the 
Tribulation Period - the judgments of God upon the earth after the saints are taken away. 
 

In Chapter 4, John is caught up. in spirit, to the throne of God and, from the view- point of the 
heavenlies, he sees the judgments that will be poured out upon the earth in the latter times. 
 
"The seven spirits" referred to the fullness, the completeness of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The, "four `beasts'" in verse 6-9, is a poor translation. It is not the same Greek word found later of 
"beasts," but the original Greek should read,  "four living creatures." They are the same as the 
cherubim of the Old Testament, created to praise God and to do His biding. 
 
The 24 "elders" represent the 12 tribes of the Old Testament and he 12 apostles of the New. 
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In Chapter 5, a search is made of "One who is worthy to open the scroll. Only the Lamb 
of God [Jesus Christ] is worthy." A sealed scroll is handed to Him by His Father. Seals were 
used to conceal and safeguard the contents of a written document. In prophecy God uses seals in 
precisely for that purpose. He told Daniel, concerning certain prophecies which were to be 
hidden that he was to "seal the book" [Daniel 12:4]. Jesus Himself takes the scroll and, as He 
unrolls the scroll, begins to break the seals - in their divinely appointed order." 
 

The opening of the seven seals is the beginning of the judgments of God.  
 

In Chapter 6, six of the seals are opened. The first seal is opened and four horsemen of 
the apocalypse ride across the land. 
 

1. The first seal shows the antichrist riding a white horse, conquering   
2. The second seal is a red horse of war and death 
3. The third seal is the black horse of famine 
4. The fourth seal is the pale horse of death 
5. The fifth seal reveals those slain as martyrs, during the Tribulation 
6. The sixth seal is a great judgment of God upon the earth when the                  
inhabitants cry for the rocks and the mountains to fall on them.  

 
Chapter 7 is an interlude. After disclosing the awesome judgments of the sixth seal, John 

pauses in his chronological presentation of the Tribulation judgments to bring the reader up-to-
date, on other matters which are happening at that same time. He discloses God's ministers 
during that period of time - 144,000 Jewish missionaries - and a great number  of Gentiles "who 
have come up out from Great Tribulation." 
 

The student will notice that as the unfolding of the Revelation takes place, it passes over 
certain episodes, then it presents what appears to be, detached "inserts." These are included to 
reveal other features which are taking place during the same period of time. 

 
 
For instance, upon examining a state map, one may see in a 
corner a map of a certain city in that state. This is an insert, 
giving a "close-up" view of the city. Or, in a picture of a famous 
battle, there may be given in pictures of special portions of the 
battlefield, or portraits of famous generals who took part in the 
campaigns. 

 
So, in Revelation, the writer passes along rapidly, describing the course of events that 

terminate in Christ's return, but, here and there, he stops to give a "close-up" view of some 
particular personage, company, or city. Chapter 7 is just such an "insert." 
 

In Chapter 8 and 9 we see the breaking of the seventh seal, together with the sounding 
of six trumpets..  
 

The "seals" are the very backbone of the judgments of Revelation. As one studies this 
Book, he begins to realize that the seventh seal expands into the seven trumpets, and the seventh 
trumpet expands into seven vials. [That is, the seven trumpets are included in the seventh seal, 
and the seven vials are included in the seventh trumpet]  
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Chapters 10 through 14 are another insert, or parenthesis, in the revealing of this period 
of the Tribulation. There are some matters which need to be announced by John at this time in 
order to bring the student up to date as to what is happening. 

 
Chapter 10 - After the sounding of the sixth trumpet, we have another interlude, to 

reveal others matters which are taking place at the same time. The first matter concerns the "little 
book" [or scroll] which we saw in Chapter 5, when Jesus Christ began to tear the seals off and 
God's judgments began to fall upon the earth. We are now told, "In the days of the voice of the 
seventh angel...the mystery of God will be finished" (10:7).  
 
 God's Word, sweet to the person who heeds it,  
 but becomes "bitter when it brings judgment." 
 

Chapter 11 discloses two witnesses, two of God's prophets who prophesy, are slain, and 
rise from the dead. The 11th Chapter, again, looks down to the consummation of the age. 
 

Chapter 12 introduces two personalities who play such an important role during this 
period of time. John sees a "great wonder" - A woman . . . [description is of Israel] . . . bares a 
son. Israel bears a company, who are taken to heaven in the middle of the Tribulation Period. 

 
 
The son, appearing at this point in Revelation, can only be the 
144,000. They are seen on earth in Chapter 7 and in heaven in 
Chapter 14. The only place for them to be raptured is here in 
Chapter 12.  

 
When Satan cannot battle the Jewish missionaries any long, he turns his wrath on the 

woman who bore them, Israel - 11:13-17 
 

Chapter 13, still a part of this interlude, introduces two "beasts" of Satan: the antichrist 
and the false prophet. 
 

Chapter 14, reveals what is happening in heaven,  as a result of the 144,000 being 
raptured - Three angels announce three "woes" to come to pass upon the earth, as God's harvest 
of the earth takes place. 
 

In Chapter 15 seven angels begin to pour out their vials of judgment upon the earth. 
Remember, while the seventh trumpet sounded in Chapter 11:15-19, there was the interlude 
 . . . [to reveal what is happening during this period of time] . . . and, now, these seven vials are 
the seventh trumpet judgments sounding. 
 

Chapter 16 gives the details of the pouring out of the seven vail judgments. 
 

Chapter 17 reveals "the scarlet woman, sitting upon the scarlet colored beast." The 
description of the woman exposes her at the great, world-wide, end-time, church. Scripture 
explains itself: 

SEALS TRUMPETS VIALS
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1. The woman is called, "Mystery Babylon the Great the Mother of Prostitutes        

and of the Abomination of the earth" 17:5 
 
2. The beast which she rode, was the antichrist (Chapter 13); the seven heads  
    are "seven kingdoms" (17:12) and ten horns are "ten kings who have not yet       

receive their kingdom."  
 

While Chapter 17 pictures God's destruction of this federation of false churches, Chapter 
18 is God's judgment upon the natural and financial world, the merchandizing world of 
materialism. 
 

Chapter 19 is where the great battle of "Armageddon" takes place when Jesus Christ and 
His saints return to destroy Satan, the antichrist, and the false prophet and set up the millennial 
kingdom on earth for 1000 years!. 
 

Chapter 20 is a description of the Millennium Period. After 1000 years, the Great White 
Throne Judgment will take place. This is the resurrection of the ungodly who will stand before 
Christ to hear their doom. 
 

All born-again believers will be judged at the Judgment Seat of Christ, which teaks place 
immediately after the Rapture of the Church. 
 
 [See the study on "The Judgment Seat of Christ"] 
 

In Chapters 21 and 22, we see "a new heaven and a new earth,"  the beginning of 
eternity as God originally desired earth to be! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


