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The End of the Age 
 

Matthew 24:3, "And as He sat upon the Mount of Olives, the disciples came unto Him 
privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? And what shall be the sign of thy coming, 
and of the end of the world?" 

 
Wars, plagues, famines, natural disasters, religious apostasy and intense persecution of 

the people of God - these are the miserable conditions that will exist on the Earth just prior to the 
return of Jesus Christ, according to the Bible.  

 
This isn't a pleasant scenario, but it is the truth. I didn't make this up, it is written in red 

ink, in the words of Jesus Himself. He said in verse 8 that these things would be the "beginning 
of sorrows," or literally the "birth pangs" the world would experience in the Last Days. 

 
Matthew 24 begins with Jesus talking to His disciples. He had just told a multitude of 

people in Matthew 23 of the woes and judgments that were to come upon Jerusalem and He had 
berated the Jewish religious leaders for their self-righteous hypocrisy. In fact, He called them 
"hypocrites" seven times in that passage. He also said they wee blind fools, children of hell, and 
snakes who could not escape damnation - there were pretty strong words 

 
In verse 2 of Matthew 24, Jesus had prophesied that the very Temple itself - the center of 

Jewish religious life - would be destroyed so completely that not one stone would be left on top 
of another. 

 
Jesus' disciples were amazed at His radical predictions, and they wanted to know two 

things: when would all these destruction occur, and what would be the sign of the end of the 
world, when Jesus would return? 

 
Jesus spent the next 48 verses answering those two specific questions, and what Jesus 

said then is still pertinent to us today. 
 

Wars and Rumors of Wars 
 
Jesus began by giving some general information about what things would be like in the 

Last Days before the end of the world - or literally, in the Greek, at the "end of the age." 
That phrase, "the end of the age," has the connotation of the end of a distinct period of 

time,   rather than the ultimate end of everything that exists. So what Jesus is talking about here 
is the end of the current "age," or the period of human history in which we now live. 

 
Jesus said first, in verse 6, that there would be turmoil on the world political front 

because of "wars and rumors of wars," with many nations and kingdoms fighting one another. 
This scenario has been common in human history, but never so widespread as in modern 

generations. 
 
The 20th Century has spawned an unprecedented escalation in the destructive power of 

modern warfare and the bloodshed it produces. World War I introduced modern machine guns 
and tanks and heavy artillery to the battlefield, as well as poison gas. World War II produced 
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mass destruction from the air and unleashed the awesome power of the atomic bomb to kill 
hundreds of thousands. The Cold War advanced missile technology and nuclear weapons  

capable of annihilating all human life on the planet. Hitler, Stalin, MaoTse Tung, and 
scores of lesser dictators have combined to make this century the bloodiest in human history. 

 
The total death toll from the five major wars of the 20th Century - World War I, World 

War II, the Korean War, Vietnam, and the Gulf War - stand at a gruesome 59.5 million. 
 
Today the headlines are filled with reports of conflict in Chechnya and Bosnia and 

Africa, and despite our oft-expressed desires for world peace, new conflicts continue to spring up 
around the globe. The Middle East is a powder keg waiting to explode, as Iran and Iraq race to 
acquire more potent weapons and Israel struggles just to survive. There have also been three 
significant international geopolitical developments in this century related to wars, not 
specifically mentioned in Matthew 24 but found in other prophetic passages. This combination 
of events makes our time unique in all of human history and causes serious Bible scholars to 
believe that we are definitely living in the Last Days. 

 
The Rise of Rome 

 
Much of what we can understand about the Last Days comes from the prophet Daniel, a 

man to whom God repeatedly granted the interpretation of prophetic dreams and visions.  
Chapters 2 and 7 of the Book of Daniel reveal that at the end of time a ten-nation 

confederation will arise out of what was once the old Roman Empire. 
 
In Daniel 2, King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that the prophet Daniel interpreted. In 

that dream the king saw a vision of a brilliant stature with a head of gold, chest and arms of 
silver, belly and thighs of brass, legs of iron, and feet of iron mixed with clay. Daniel said that 
the various metals in the stature represented the successive kingdoms that would come upon the 
Earth, with Nebuchadnezzar's Babylonian Empire as the head of gold. 

 
Daniel 2:39-41, "After you, another kingdom will rise, inferior to yours. Next, a third 

kingdom, one of bronze, will rule over the whole earth. Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, 
strong as iron--for iron breaks and smashes everything - and as iron breaks things to pieces, so 
it will crush and break all the others. Just as you saw that the feet and toes were partly of baked 
clay and partly of iron, so this will be a divided kingdom; yet it will have some of the strength of 
iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed with clay." 

 
The history of mankind will show that the three successive kingdoms after Babylon were 

the Medo-Persians, the Greeks under Alexander the Great, and finally the mighty Roman 
Empire, which officially ended in 478 A.D. A modified form of this Roman Empire will arise as 
a world power in the Last Days. The statue's feet and toes, composed of iron mixed with clay, 
represent both the strength of empire and the weakness of division,           suggesting possibly a 
powerful but democratic confederation of states under a strong leader. 

 
The statue in Daniel 2 was bright and glorious, a vision representing man's perspective on 

the nature of these great earthly kingdoms. However, Daniel 7, the same kingdoms are 
represented as wild beasts: a lion, a bear, and a leopard, and then a fourth beast described only as 
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"dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly." This vision represents God's perspective. What 
man sees as great and glorious, God sees as beastly and wicked. 

 
An angel gave Daniel the interpretation of his dream in Daniel 7:23-25 
 
"He gave me this explanation: 'The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that will appear on 

earth. It will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, trampling 
it down and crushing it. The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this kingdom. After them 
another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will subdue three kings. He will speak 
against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to change the set times and the laws. The 
saints will be handed over to him for a time, times and half a time." 

 
The fourth kingdom will emerge that will be "diverse from all kingdoms." A strongman 

dictator, described in Daniel 7:8 as a "little horn" will emerge to consolidate this confederation 
into a world-wide empire. This man will become the Antichrist, the world's most powerful 
dictator.  

 
United States of the World 

 
These prophecies are being fulfilled today in Europe, which for 1,500 years has been the 

cultural descendant of Rome. The European Economic Community (EEC), or Common Market, 
which is headquartered in Brussels, Belgium, was founded by Jean Monnet on January 1. 1959, 
with the signing of the Treaty of Rome. Greece became the tenth member nation of the European 
Economic Community in 1981. 

 
Today there are twelve nations in the community. Other member nations include France, 

Germany, Great Britain, Ireland, Denmark, Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Spain, Italy 
and Portugal. On January 1, 1993, these twelve nations officially became one economic market, 
uniting 345 million people into a powerful free-trade zone that some believe will soon become 
the economic champion of the world. 

 
According to a recent article in Forbes magazine, "By the year 2010, the entity that is 

Europe will be number one in the world economy. The U.S. will be second , China third, and 
Japan fourth." 

 
The European Economic Community successor, called the European Union (EU), was 

brought into being in November 1993 with the ratification of the Maastricht Treaty. The 
European Union i expected to simply precede to a total political union that will effectively 
become a United States of Europe, with its own currency and government. A union called the 
Western European Union become the common defense arm of the European Union in 1996, 
basicly replacing NATO. 

 
Germany is the dominant economic and political power in this new unified Europe, 

which many believe is a model for global government. Germany appears to be moving very 
quickly now toward becoming, once again, the dominant power in Europe - and Europe is 
moving rapidly toward becoming the dominant power in the world. 
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Leon Trotsky, the Russian Communist leader, wrote in his 1918 tract, "Bolshevism and 
World Peace" that: "The task of the proletariat is to create a United States of Europe, as the 
foundation for the United States of the World." This appears to be happening before our very 
eyes today. 

 
It is not heard to imagine that a charismatic leader could arise from Europe -traditionally 

considered the heart of Western civilization - and from there ascend to world dominance. That is 
what the Bible predicts. 

 
The Rise of Russia 

 
Russia has become a world power only in the 20th Century. In 1905 Russia was defeated 

by tiny Japan, and in 1917 the Russian army had only one rifle for every three soldiers. But 
today, despite the Christmas Day 1991 breakup of the Soviet-bloc countries. 

 
 Russia is a major world military power with a tremendous arsenal of modern Backfire 

bombers, Typhoon-class submarines, inter-continental ballistic missiles, and nuclear warheads - 
as well as huge stockpiles of artillery, tanks, and armored personnel carriers and other 
conventional weapons. And don't forget their chemical and biological weapons, massive 
quantities of which are still around as well. 

 
Russia has a huge land mass and a current population of over 150 million people, which 

is expected to increase to 170 million by the year 2075 And, a hundred million more are in the 
satellite states of the Russian Federation. Although these people are still suffering under the 
crippled economic system left over from their failed 70 year experiment with communist theory, 
Russia is a major force in the world today and will play a crucial role in end-time events. The 
Russian sphere of influence still dominates Europe, Africa, Central Asia  

and the Middle East. 
 
The Russian Federation is unstable today, because of continued civil war with Chechnya, 

where the Russian army has not been successful in suppressing a popular revolt demanding 
autonomy and independence. This has sent a mixed message to the other 88 regions and 
republics within the Federation: Moscow wants to retain political control of the territories by 
military might, but it may not be able to do so. 

 
As the "Chechen disease" spreads across the land, it is causing a widespread collapse of 

the Federation infrastructure, according to Paul Goble, the foremost Soviet expert in the Bush 
Administration.  

 
"Some regions don't send in their taxes, other regions don't send in draftees. Nobody 

obeys any of the laws. Some regions are printing their own money," Goble explained. "This is a 
country that's just a line on a map, rather than an integral state." 

 
Another question arising from the Checnyan revolt concerns the effective control of the 

estimated 30,000 nuclear weapons left over from the now-defunct Soviet Union, according to 
Goble, "The most frightening lesson of Chechnya is that there are a large number of  senior 
generals who are prepared to disobey orders," Goble said. "How confident can we be that Boris 
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Yeltsin actually controls those weapons?" 
 

Gog, Magog, and Rosh 
 
Russia exactly fits the description of a nation called "Rosh" in Ezekiel 38 and 39, which 

along with "Magog" will invade Israel from the far north early in the Tribulation period  but will 
be utterly destroyed on the mountains of Israel. Since nothing like this invasion described in the 
Bible has ever occurred in the past, we know that it still must be in the future. 

 
The invading Russian armies will be aided by a confederation of allies from Africa and 

Eastern Europe, which may possibly include Ethiopia, Libya, Egypt, Czechoslovakia, and 
Poland, as well as Iran (Persia). 

 
Several of the breakaway republics from the former Soviet Union are composed of       

Islamic peoples, and five of these Central Asian republics have joined into an economic 
agreement with Iran, Turkey, and Pakistan. In 1992 the republic of Turkmenistan, Eyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Uzekisten, and Azerbaijan joined the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), 
along with Afganistan. The economic pact makes allies of 300 million people, mostly Muslims, 
in Central Asia and the Middle East. 

 
Kazakhstan, with its massive oil reserves and a huge stockpile of nuclear weapons, is an 

European Economic Community "observer" still trying to get into the European Community, but 
it is ideologically allied with the Arab Muslims. Iran, flush with cash as the fourth-largest oil 
producing country in the world, is believed by some already to have acquired nuclear warheads, 
most likely from Kazakhstan. 

 
The Institute for Science and International Security (ISIS) has confirmed that, while 

Western intelligence agencies have not yet proven that Iran has nuclear weapons, they have 
assembled a "substantial body of evidence," that Iran "is secretly pursuing a broad, organized 
effort to develop nuclear weapons." As part of this effort, "Iranian agents have traveled 
throughout the former Soviet Union in search of nuclear materials, `know how,' and scientists."  

 
According to Hal Lindsey, Iran's master plan, or "Grand Design," is to align the Muslim 

nations with Russia so that they can all attack Israel together. And it already may be a done deal. 
Lindsey writes, "My intelligence sources, who have not been wrong so far about this area, tell 
me that Russia has already signed an accord with Iran that will commit them to fight on the side 
of Islam in the next Islam-Israeli war." 

 
If, indeed, such a secret mutual defense treaty between Russia and Iran does exist,        

targeting Israel, it would certainly fit the end-time scenario of Ezekiel 38 and 39. And there may 
be a man now waiting in the wings in Russia who would love to see that invasion launched. 

 
Master of the World 

 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky is the controversial Russian ultranationalist whose outrageously 

anti-Semitic pronouncements and anti-American threats have been making headlines worldwide 
for several years. He is the darling of all the hardlines militarists and nationalists in Russia who 
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see their cherished dreams of world empire being forfeited to Yeltsin's free-market reforms. 
 
The name Vlkadimir means "Master of the World," and Zhirinovsky says that is what he 

wants to be, leading Russia back to greatness on the world stage. Many have compared his 
appeal to that of Adolf Hitler in Germany more than 60 years ago, and Zhirinovsky does not 
discourage the comparison. His 1993 autobiography, apocalyptically entitled  "Last Dash to the 
South," has been compared in tone and content to Hitler's Mein Kampf. 

 
Zhirinovsky spent his early years after college in Georgia, where he was assigned to the 

Transcaucus Military District Staff Political Directorate. There he gained a knowledge of the 
southern regions and began to develop the geopolitical philosophy he has articulated in "Last 
Dash to the South," which is summed up in the statement: "All Russia's problems are in the 
South. So until we resolve our southern problem, we will never extricate ourselves from the 
protracted crisis, which will periodically worsen." 

 
In 1991, Zhirinovsky ran for president of Russia and came in third, with six million 

votes. His campaign slogan was: "I will bring Russia up off her knees!" In late 1993, Russia held 
its first free multiparty election since 1917, and Zhirinovsky was elected to parliament on the 
same theme. His Liberal Democratic Party received 25 percent of the 60 million votes cast. He 
came very close to defeated Boris Yeltsin in the 1996 presidential elections. 

 
Could "Mad Vlad" Zhirinovsky possibly be elected president of Russia? Discontent is 

running high among the Russian people, as they are experiencing hard economic times and an 
unprecedented crime wave, and Yeltsin is now perceived by many to be an ineffectual leader 
given to Vodka. Such unstable conditions sometimes enable demagogues to rise to power. 

 
If several candidates split the Communist and moderate votes, Zhirinovsky's hardliners 

could conceivably catapult him into power. If that happens, Russia's massive nuclear arsenal - 
much of which is still aimed at the United States - will fall into the hands of the man who has 
said that his vision is for Russian soldiers to wash their feet in the Indian Ocean. 

 
"The last dash to the south, Russia's outlet to the shores of the Indian and Mediterranean 

Ocean, is really the task of saving Russia," he insists. 
 

Communist Resurgence 
 
But Zhirinovsky is not the pollsters' top pick to take Yeltsin,'s place, that distinction 

belongs to Gennady Zyuganov the 52 year-old First Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Russian Federation (CPRF). 

 
The Communists, making a strong political comeback, took first place in the 1995 

parliamentary elections by capturing 35 percent of the Duma seats. The CPRF platform 
condemns the 1991 accord that dissolved the Soviet Union and calls for a return to Marzism-
Leninism, including the re-nationalization of all property "appropriated against the public 
interest." 

 
Zyuganov, whose specialties within the former Soviet Communist Party were propaganda 
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and ideology, has positioned himself as a moderate, appealing to popular nationalist sentiments 
while avoiding direct references to "nationalization" and "communism." 

However, he advocates the "voluntary restoration of a united state," and he is sharply 
critical of Yeltsin's free-market reforms and land privatization programs. 

 
"We will keep in state hands all that is important for the stable development and security 

for the country in the areas of industry, energy, transportation and communication, he said in a 
1996 speech. 

 
Zyuganov is supported by a coalition of leftist leaders, including former vice-president 

Alexander Rutskoi, whose 1993 mutiny against Boris Yeltsin was suppressed with tanks, and 
former Soviet military leader Valentin Verennikov, who supported the abortive coup attempt 
against Mikhail Gorbachev in 1991.  

 
General Varrenikov has told former Soviet military leaders to disregard Zyuganov's  

apparent "sliding toward social-democratic values," which he said was a move of political 
expediency. "There was no other way if we want to attract other forces to overthrow the current 
leadership." Varrenikov said, 'Keep in mind the party has an unpublished `maximum program' 
which will be revived after the elections." 

 
"Maximum program" was a term used by Bolschvbik revolutionaries in reference to their 

ultimate goal of Communist world domination. 
 
Mikhail Gorbachev is presently the Soviet leader, he has announced his intention to seek 

the Russian presidency as an independent. "I propose a union of people who want to get rid of 
the current regime and who do not want to call the Bolsheviks to return," Gorbachev said. "I 
represent the party of the majority." 

 
Elections for a Soviet leader will come up again in the year 2000 
 

The Kings of the East 
 
Revelation 16 says that after the defeat of Rosh, the "King of the East" - or literally in the 

Greek, the "Kings of the Rising sun" - will cross the Euphrates River at the midpoint of the 
Tribulation period and move into the Middle East with armies numbering 200 million men. 
There they will fight against the forces of the Antichrist for a period of three and a half years in a 
grueling military campaign that will culminate at the Battle of Armageddon. The Bible says 
blood will run "up the horses' bridles." 

 
When the Apostle John wrote this unlikely prophecy in the Book of Revelation in 95 

A.D., there were between 175 and 250 million people alive in the world. For a modern 
comparison, consider that all the armies of the nations involved in World War II only totaled 
about 50 million men. But this massive assault clearly will happen before Jesus comes back in 
glory. 

 
China and Japan have both developed into world powers in this century. Japan is an 

economic powerhouse with more than 125 million people packed into a very tiny land area,     
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yielding a population density of 856 people per square mile. Japan's economy has exploded since 
World War I, until today it ranks second in the world behind the United States. 

  
Japan has achieved this position of prosperity by focusing its trade efforts on Western 

markets, (especially in America) signs are that the Japanese now are beginning to look to the 
newly emerging, heavily populated markets of Asia as their future source of untold wealth. 

China particularly beckons, and the possibility of an economic and political alliance 
between these two modern "Kings of the East" is very real.  

 
China, with more than 1.2 billion people, is the second great economic success story of 

the post World War II era. While China occupies a land area only slightly larger than that of the 
United States, the country has five times as many people. Today the Chinese "sleeping giant" has 
awakened, and China's economy ranks third in the world behind the United States and Japan. 

 
While most of the Chinese people still live in abject poverty by Western standards, their 

huge numbers nevertheless make them an enticing market. China's abundance of cheap labor has 
allowed her to take over the spot formerly occupied by Japan as the world's leading producer of 
inexpensive consumer goods for the West. The population of China is growing at the rate of 13 
percent per year and is expected to reach 1.5 billion by the year 2000. 

 
China was politically aligned with Russia unto the 1960's, but the Sino-Soviet split over 

the correct application of Communist doctrine has established the two as separate powers. Today 
China has a huge stockpile of conventional and nuclear weapons, as well as the largest standing 
army in the world. The Chinese now have the capability to field an independent army of 200 
million men - the first time in history this has been possible. 

 
But China's huge population also creates a tremendous demand for the Earth's ever-

diminishing resources. China will soon need all the grain the world has for export, and all the 
fish the world's trawlers can catch. As these basic subsistence-level needs continue to escalate, 
China's nuclear arsenal could pose an awesome military threat to the West. 

 
Today China is the overgrown bully of Asia, intimidating the tiny island of Taiwan with 

live war games on her virtually defenseless borders and aggressively warning the United States 
to keep its watching navy vessels out of the way. 

 
Tomorrow China could become the overgrown bully of the world. Jonathan Clarke, the 

American foreign policy analyst, commented, "I think China has got a chip on it shoulder. It was 
badly treated by the West during the 19th century...I think it has a sense that...it's time to get 
even." 

 
Given this set of circumstances, does anyone seriously doubt what will happen on that 

future day when the Communis Chinese leaders see the major powers of the world in a position 
of apparent vulnerability - such as would result from the predicted bloodshed from massive 
battles in Israel between the Russian and Arab coalitions, on the one hand, and the armies of the 
European Antichrist on the other? 

 
Does anyone doubt that they will hesitate to rush across the dried-up Euphrates River 
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with their seemingly endless, unstoppable human waves, making a desperate bid for world 
domination by seizing the moment of apparent weakness and grabbing for the precious Meddle 
Eastern oil reserves? - Not likely! 

 
These three major political entities: (1) A Revived Rome in the form of the rising 

European Union, (2) An unstable modern militarist Russia, and (3) The over populated "King of 
the East" - have risen in conjunction for the first time ever to positions of power and prominence. 
Thus the scene is set for the Last Days events predicted by the ancient prophets of the Bible. 

 
Pestilence and Disease 

 
From the time of Moses, the Bible has spoken of plagues and diseases such as those with 

which God smote Egypt in order to force Pharaoh to release the Children of Israel from slavery. 
The history of our modern times has been dramatically impacted by disease as well. 

 
The Black Death, (another name for the Bubonic Plague), killed one-third of he 

population of Europe, over 50 million people, in just two years - between 1348 and 1350.  
Cholera claimed a million Russian lives in 1848. 
 
In the 20th Century, an estimated 20 million people worldwide died of the Spanish Flu 

between the years of 1918 and 1919, including half a million Americans. Some scientists 
anticipate another influenza pandemic any day, like the Hong Kong flu of 1968 or the Asian flue 
of 1957, each of which killed 70,000 Americans. 

 
In the second half of this century, most Americans became confident of our society's 

ability to eradicate the killer disease of the past with modern "miracle drugs." Antibiotics 
promised to wipe out tuberculosis, diphtheria, pneumonia, and venereal disease the same way the 
Salk vaccine has eliminated polio and massive vaccinations have ended the blight of smallpox 
from mankind. But despite the real advancements of medical science, pharmacology  

and life-saving technology, there has been a recent reversal in man's war against disease. 
 

The AIDS Epidemic 
 
Today, virtually the entire continent of Africa is ravaged by AIDS, a deadly disease for 

which there is no preventive vaccine and no cure, and scientists have not yet calculated exactly 
how widely this disease may already have penetrated the world population. Studies by the Pan 
America Health Organization (PAHO), indicate that it's going to get a lot worse before the 
decade of the 90's ends. 

 
The World Health Organization (WHO) the parent of PAHO, said that thee has been 

719,894 cumulative reported cases of full-blown AIDS worldwide since the epidemic began in 
1981. But taking into account all the unreported cases known to exist, the real cumulative total 
claimed to about 2.5 million - all of whom had died or were on the verge of dying. By 1994 that 
estimated number had increased to 4 million. 

 
Since AIDS can have an incubation period of up to 15 years, only about 20 percent of the 

total HIV infections have yet developed into active AIDS, but its only a matter of time. 
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This led World Health Organization to another mind-boggling extrapolation: in 1993 an 
estimated 12.8 to 13 million individuals worldwide were already infested with the HIV virus that 
most scientists believe leads to AIDS, perhaps in conjunction with other viruses. 

 
Of these 13 million HIV carriers in 1993, more than 8 million were concentrated in the 

population of sub-Saharan (Central) Africa, where unsanitary medical conditions and 
promiscuous sexual conduct combined to fan the epidemic. A news report in 1996 said that 80 
percent of West Africa's Ivory Coast prostitutes are HIV-positive, and 67 percent of the world's 
actual AIDS cases were believed to be in Africa. 

 
Another 1.5 million HIV cases were located in densely populated Southeast Asia in 1993. 

There the disease also continues to spread rapidly along the truck routes where HIV-infested 
prostitutes ply their trade. 

 
Dr. Jonathan Mann of the Harvard School of Public Health said, "The worldwide 

situation is deteriorating. We are facing a decade in the 1990s that will be far more difficult than 
anything we ever saw in the 1980s." 

 
Mann predicted that by the year 2000, Southeast Asia will have passed Africa as the 

epicenter of the epidemic, with 41 percent of the HIV cases concentrated in Asia, 37 percent in 
Central Africa, 8 percent in Latin America, and 6 percent in the Caribbean. 

 
World Health Organization officials have predicted that by the year 2000, there will be 

between 40 and 110 million HIV cases in the world, about one-fifth of whom will manifest the 
symptoms of full-blown AIDS at any given time. It will be a truly global epidemic, and because 
the AIDS virus is constantly mutating, there is little chance of developing an effective vaccine 
against it. 

 
Dr. James Chin, an epidemiologist who oversees AIDS surveillance at World Heath 

Organization, predicted, "By the year 2000, heterosexual transmission will predominate in most 
industrial countries." He continues, "70 percent of future HIV transmissions will likely occur via 
heterosexual contact, 10 percent via homosexual contact, 10 percent via intravenous drug use, 
and the remaining 10 percent from miscellaneous causes such as tainted blood transfusions, 
accidental infection of health care workers, etc." 

We cannot yet predict just what the final effects of the AIDS plague on the human race 
will be, but clearly the situation is far from benign. 

 
Super-Germs on the Loose 

 
Meanwhile, world health authorities also continue to worry over the possibility that 

something like the virulent Bola virus, with its 80-percent mortality rate, could break out of 
Africa and reach major world population centers, creating an instant epidemic that could not be 
checked. 

 
The popular movie, a few years back, "Outbreak"depicts a scenario that could be all too 

real because of what is called the "global link." Today's highly mobile society makes it possible 
for disease germs to travel undetected with a jet passenger from continent to continent in a 
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matter of hours, and there is no known way to stop it from happening. 
 
Dr. David Satcher of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, told a medical 

reporter, "Public health is a global issue, because what happens in Zaire, what happens in India, 
effects us almost directly, not indirectly anymore." To increase awareness among the public and 
in the medical community, Center for Disease Control director, Satcher has launched a new 
periodical called, "Emerging Infectious Diseases," and puts it on the Internet. 

 
Satcher says that infectious diseases, "remain the leading cause of death worldwide," 

noting that "each year more than one million children die of malaria in sub-Saharan Africa 
alone." In the 1990s, epidemic cholera reappeared in the Americas, after being absent for nearly 
a century. "From 1991 through June of 1994, more than one million cases and nearly 10,000 
deaths were reported," Satcher warned. 

 
Even diseases like tuberculosis, meningitis, pneumonia, and various sexually transmitted 

diseases that once were considered defeated and dead have re-emerged as antibiotic-resistant 
strains, or super-bugs that once again threaten human life. A new super-strain of streptococcus 
has apparently mutated into a virulent "muscle-eating" form that has claimed several lives in the 
United States. The total cost of infection diseases exceeds $100 million annually in the United 
States alone. 

 
Even our advanced medical knowledge and technology may not be able to keep pace 

with the proliferation of these rapidly mutating disease, plus the new plagues that may soon 
arise. D. Joshua Lederer, Nobel Prize-winning microbiologist and editor of the Journal of the 
American Medical Association, recently warned his colleagues of the "tinderbox" of a new 
global epidemic. "We have never been more vulnerable," Lederer said. 

 
Widespread Natural Disasters 

 
Jesus also said in Matthew 24:7, that the Last Days would be a time of great natural 

calamities, with "famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes in divers places." In a parallel 
passage in Luke 21:22, Jesus said that "great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, 
and pestilences, and fearful sights and great sings shall there be from heaven." 

Again, we need look no further than the daily news reports to see the hand of God in the 
wildly fluctuating weather patterns of recent years. In February of 1995, the "Newswatch" 
segment of The 700 Club indicated that "1995 could h\prove to be a record breaking year for 
weather and natural disasters." By year's end, that grim prognosis had been confirmed. A 
special report from Reuters News Service in late December proclaimed the said truth: "Natural 
Disasters Hit New Record in 1995" 

 
Storms and Floods 

 
Hurricanes, storms, earthquakes, and floods killed thousands and cost billions of dollars 

in damage to property and crops here in America, and also worldwide. According to Reuters, 
"The world was shaken by a record number of natural disasters in 1995, with damage from 
floods, earthquakes, storms, and volcanic eruptions trebling to $180,billion compared with last 
year (1994)." 
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Some of the events cited by Reuters included the January 17 earthquake which killed 

6,000 people in Kobe, Japan; the worst floods of this century in Germany and Northwestern 
Europe, including the Netherlands, France, Belgium, Germany and Luxembourg; "an 
extraordinary frequency to tropical storms." and around the world: as well as "various 
earthquakes, hailstorms, floods and volcanic eruptions through the world." 

 
The 600 natural disaster recorded in 1995 took a toll of approximately 18,000 lives, 

compared to 10,150 killed in 580 incidents in 1994. Munich Re, the world's largest reinsurer, 
said that "1995 will enter the books as a record year in the history of natural disasters." 

 
Disasters in America in 1995 began with torrential rains and flooding in California, 

which killed a dozen people and caused an estimated $300, million in damage. The Carolinas 
and the Ohio Valley also experienced severe flooding and mud slides during the year; and in the 
Caribbean a record tropical storm season, said to be the worst in half a century, spawned 11 
hurricanes. The summer produced a searing heat wave across 19 states that left more than 800 
people dead. 

 
The year prior to 1995 also illustrate violent weather trends.  
 
Most people will remember Hurricane Hugo, the giant Category 4 storm which ripped 

through South Carolina in the fall of 1989. Eyewitnesses who lived through that event described 
it as "the wrath of God" or, alternatively, those who narrowly escaped death called it "the mercy 
of God." Either way, those on the scene saw the judgment of God in the tremendous physical and 
financial devastation wrought by that storm. 

 
Hurricane Andrew, the costliest natural disaster in U.S. history, tore across Homestead, 

Florida, in 1992, and again the property damage was enormous, with insured losses estimated at 
$15.5 billion. Hurricane Iniki cost another $8.5 billion.  

 
Fortunately, the loss of human life in both storms was minimal. But as the years have 

passed, the death toll from comparatively minor natural occurrences increased. 
 
The cover story of Life magazine called 1993, "The Year of the Killer Weather" and 

asked "Why Has Nature Gone Mad?" because of the extensive damage, estimated at 4.7 billion, 
caused by torrential thunder storms, massive mud slides and Mississippi River flooding. 
Hundreds died and thousands were left homeless across the Midwest and South during the 1993 
floods. In 1995 more storms and flooding extended into Texas, along with hailstones the size of 
baseballs. 

 
The summers of 1993 and 1994 also saw searing heat waves that set records all across 

America and claimed hundreds of lives. In between were more floods and mud slides in 
California and raging forest fires across the tinder-dry Northwest timberlands. 

 
In early 1996, two-thirds of the nation was locked in the grip of an unprecedented cold 

wave that set record lows nationwide. Near the Canadian border, the town of Embarrass, 
Minnesota, reported a record minus 59 degrees on February 4. Meanwhile, temperatures in the 
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teens extended even to the citrus groves of Florida, devastating the fruit crops. 
 
This cold snap came only weeks after the huge "Blizzard of `96" dumped 

uncharacteristically huge volumes of snow across the South, the Atlantic Coast, and the New 
England states. New York and New Jersey broke existing snowfall records that has stood for 50 
years. 

 
Some weather analysts attribute the unusual volumes of rain and snow in recent years to 

the continuing "El Nino" phenomenon, an unusual warming of the Pacific Ocean off the coast of 
South America. This in turn has been linked to increased volcanic activity in the volatile Pacific 
Rim region. "El Nino" is Spanish for "the Christ child." 

 
This increasing evidence of instability in weather patterns might be over looked as 

merely cyclical phenomena if these were only isolated incidents, but they are just part of a much 
larger picture. 

 
Famines and Over Population 

 
The United Nations has declared that the world can now tolerate "Zero Population 

Growth" (ZPG) because there is not enough food to support a larger population. That is why the 
United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) promotes abortion as a necessary 
means of birth control in Third World countries around the globe. The UN also supports the 
"sterile sex" of homosexuality as a positive good in the Earth because that activity does not 
produce more mouths to feed. 

 
While many believe that these UNFPA claims are specious . . . [there is plenty of food in 

the world, but often it does not reach the people who need it most because of inept 
administration, theft and greed, or simply callous manipulation by political leaders] . . . it is a   
fact that millions of people are starving to death in Third World countries every year. 

 
It has been estimated that one-third of the Earth's population is well-fed, one-third is 

underfed, and one-third is starving. Who can forget the pictures of emaciated Ethiopians who 
looked like walking skeletons, or the bloated bellies of the children of Somalia, or the haggard 
refugees from Rwanda, that have haunted our television screens?  

 
It has been estimated that in excess of 50 million people have died of starvation since 

1900, with the ruthless forced starvation of "uncooperative" Ukrainian peasant farmers by Soviet 
dictator Joseph Stalin in the early 1930s accounting for more than 15 million of these. 

 
Other major famines of modern times have included the Irish Potato Blight (1845-51), in 

which a fungus claimed 1.5 million lives; the Bengal Famine in India, which killed between 1.5 
and 3 million in 1943; and the War Famine in China's Henan Province, where between 3 and 5 
million perished. 

 
According to the United Nations food and Agriculture Organization, there are three 

classifications of hungry people in the world today. Those suffering from acute hunger are on the 
verge of death from lack of food - there are about 35 million of these in southern Africa now. 
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Those suffering from chronic hunger have inadequate food for health, growth and energy - there 
are more than 750 million of these in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. Those suffering from 
chronic hunger, or a prolonged shortage of adequate food which shortens their life span, are 
found everywhere. 

 
And certainly the number of people on the planet is growing. 
 
It took from Creation unto 1840 for he world's population to reach one billion. It took 

only 90 more years, unto 1930 for it to double to two billion. By 1960 the population had 
reached three billion, and by 1975, four billion. By 1993 there were 5.5 billion people in the 
world, and there were about 6 billion people occupying the Earth in the 1996. 

 
Demographers' project that more than 7.5 billion souls will be living on Earth by the year 

2000, after which the population should stabilize at between 8 and 9 billion by 2075 if present 
birth and death patterns prevail. 

 
The United Nations population experts think these figures are too conservative. They 

estimate that the Earth will contain 11.3 billion people by 2100 A.D. - if population growth is 
drastically curtailed from present levels - and up to 14 billion if it is not. 

 
Obviously, the billions of people presently on the Earth, as well as those who will join 

them in the future, will require food. But the most common cause of famine is either drought or 
flood conditions that destroy the crops necessary to produce that food, Both of these conditions 
are predicted for the Great Tribulation period. 

 
The prophet Joel spoke of a time of drought when even the cattle will die because the 

rivers have dried up, and the Book of Revelation says there will be no rain on the Earth for 
period of three and a half years. Great storms will produce both bloods and hundred-pound 
hailstones - (Joel 1:17-20 and Revelation 8:7; 11:19; 16:21; Ezekiel 38:22). 

 
Many scientists today are blaming the "greenhouse effect," caused by the emission of 

excessive carbon dioxide from automobiles and industry, for some of the unusual weather 
conditions we now experience. Others say these things are merely the normal fluctuations of 
variable weather patterns. Still others see a more ominous specter on the horizon 

 
According to the October 1983 issue of The Gospel Truth, 
 
"The U.S. Central Intelligence Agency predicted as far back as 1970 that due to the 

world's exploding population and predicted adverse weather pattern, that a world dictator will 
rise to power through revolutions, promising to feed the starving millions" 

 
The Gospel Truth publications goes on to quote another article from the March 1976 

edition of the "Smithsonian magazine, which says,  
 
"The world as we know it will likely be ruined before the year 2000. And the reason will 

be its inhabitants' failure to comprehend two facts - World food production cannot keep pace 
with the galloping growth of world population...The momentum toward tragedy is at this moment 
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so great that there is probably no way of halting it...No amount of scientific wizardry or 
improved weather will change the situation." 

 
The unfortunate truth is that the Earth is capable of producing enough food for every 

person on the planet, but because of the severe judgments that will come upon the world in the 
Last Days, famine will be everywhere. Food will be so scarce that a loaf of bread will cost a 
day's wages, and many will starve. - (Revelation 6:5-6). 

 
Earthquakes 

 
Earthquakes have become commonplace, with major tremors striking in Japan, South 

America, Mexico City, and California in recent years. While there have always been earth- 
quakes, - their frequency and intensity have increased significantly in the past 200 years, 
especially in this century. 

 
Between 1800 and 1906, there were only six major earthquakes recorded. Between 1907 

and 1946, there were two or three quakes for each decade. But from 1947 to 1969 there were 
seven for each decade, and from 1970 to 1980 there were 22 major earthquakes 

 
According to previously released data from the U.S. Geological Survey, in 1976 there 

were 79 "significant earthquakes," defined as quakes measuring 6.5 or more on the Richter scale 
or causing casualties or considerable damage. A decade later, in 1987, there were 76 "significant 
quakes" and 10 "serious quakes" measuring Magnitude 7.2 or greater. 

 
According to a new book by long-time prophecy analyst Hal Lindsey, "killer quakes 

worldwide" have increased "more than 30-fold" in the last century. Linsey describes a "killer 
quake" as one of Magnitude 6 or greater. In the decade between 1960 and 1970, there were 13; 
between 1970 and 1979, there were 51; between 1980 and 1989, there were 86; and from 1990 to 
1994, there were more than 100. 

 
Sometimes it is difficult to grasp just what these numbers mean, because the definitions 

of "killer," serious" "major," etc. seem to overlap, and at times we may be comparing apples 
with oranges. Nevertheless, some things are clear. According to the 1996 U.S. Geological 
Survey, the year 1976 was significant for two reasons: it produced 25 "major earthquakes of 7.0 
or greater on the Richter scale, and also the greatest number of earthquake casualties in recorded 
history, as the monster Tongshan quake killed an estimated 800,000 people in China. 

 
The National Earthquake Information Center says that it "now locates about 12,000 to 

14,000 earthquakes each year or approximately 35 per day." But the agency stresses that many 
of these are minor quakes that would have gone undetected before the advent of today's 
sophisticated seismic monitoring and communications systems. Citing earthquake statistics since 
1900 through August of 1995, the NEIC now says that "we expect about 18 major earthquakes 
(7.0 to 7.9) and one great earth (8.0 or above) in any given year." 

 
The earthquake that shook the seaport of Kobe, Japan, on January 17, 1995, measured 

only Magnitude 7.2. Still it damaged or destroyed 100,000 buildings at an estimated cost of  
$100-130 billion, and killed 6,000 of the 1.4 million residents of that city. 
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In the aftermath of the Kobe quake, some experts believe that Japan should brace for 

more destruction in the Tokai region, a heavily populated industrial belt on Japan's Pacific Coast. 
"We expect a Magnitude "earthquake," said seismologist Kunihiko Shimazaki of Tokyo 
University. 

 
Such a quake, which could be 30 times more powerful than the one that hit Kobe,      

would likely level Tokyo, killing as many as 60,000 people and injuring 100,000 more, plus 
causing up to a trillion dollars in property damage. Tidal waves produced by the quake could kill 
thousands more. 

 
Other earthquakes in 1995 occurred in Australia, Indonesia, and Colombia, all around the 

Pacific Rim region known as the "ring of fire" because of its seismic and volcanic activity. 
Residents of California have often felt the destructive effects of this turmoil along the San 
Andreas fault. 

 
The great San Francisco earthquake of 1906 was estimated at 8.3 on the Richter scale, 

while the one that hit the Bay Area during the 1989 World Series was "only" 7.1. The California 
tremor, the Northridge quake that hit Los Angeles on January 17, 1994, registered just 6.8, - but 
it killed 61 people. It is expected to cost $30 billion when the damage is repaired. 

 
The Southern California Earthquake Center warns that there is an 86-percent chance that 

Southern California will be hit by a quake of at least Magnitude 7 within the next 30 years. The 
U.S. Geological Survey predicts a 90-percent chance of a major quake in the San Francisco Bay 
area by the year 2020. 

 
A San Francisco quake could cause as much as $65 billion in damage, and a major L.A. 

tremor could top $70 billion. But even worse would be a blow to America's Midwestern 
heartland - a major quake along the New Madrid fault in Missouri could cause devastating 
damage. 

 
"If that earthquake occurs, the total loss would cost $100 billion - five times greater than 

the previous greatest disaster," said jack Weber, head of the National Disaster Coalition in 
Washington, D.C. 

 
While these possibilities are unpleasant, they are nevertheless likely. The pattern of 

progressive acceleration of earthquakes and other natural disasters can be expected to continue 
throughout the Last Days. 

 
Both the Old and New Testament prophecies predict terrible earthquakes at various 

points during the Coming Great Tribulation period. Zechariah 14:6 predicts that the Mount of 
Olives itself will be split completely in two by an earthquake at the moment of Jesus's return,  

when He returns with His saints to set up His kingdom. The topography of the land of 
Israel will be changed and the city of Jerusalem will be flattened. The Dead Sea will be joined to 
the Red Sea and will finally sustain life. These predictions are more easily understood when we 
consider the fact that the land of Israel is now known to sit atop a geological region riddled with 
deep fault lines.  
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All this adds up to an ever-accelerating pattern of misery and destruction around the 

globe, and these are just some of the signs Jesus said would accompany the end of the age. 
 
 


